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• HELPFUL INFORMATION about the H2A guestworker
program, National FarmworkerMinistries, and FLOC
organizer Baldemar Velasquez.
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]VIot long ago, at a convention of colleagues in the editing
and writing trade -most ofwhom work at media outfits with
corporate budgets and mass-market appeal -1 was asked:
what's the biggest reward of editing a magazine like Southern
Exposure?
While admitting that fame and fortune weren't part of the

package (we're working on the fame part), I answered that
what's most inspiring is how, each day, SE offers me a lesson in
courage.
Every day I hear stories about people who, by all odds,

should have given up or been driven away from the hard work
of fighting to make their communities better. Yet in the face of
relentless injustice, disheartening indifference, or outright ter¬
ror, they are bolstered by a certain faith that things can be differ¬
ent, and common people find the courage to do uncommon
things.
This issue of SE is no different. The featured stories by win¬

ners of the Southern Journalism Awards - an annual contest
sponsored by the Institute for Southern Studies - are a testa¬
ment to courage in reporting. In each of the stories, the writers
took risks and challenged powerful institutions, received wis¬
dom, and sometimes their own editors to deliver thoughtful
and high-impact reporting.
An even deeper meditation on courage can be found in the

special section, "The High Price of Commitment." In telling the
stories of two deadly moments in our past - Selma, Alabama, in
March of 1965, and Greensboro, North Carolina, in November
of 1979 - it's a sobering
reminder that acting
on the courage of con¬
victions has cost many
their lives, and that, as
Fannie Lou Hamer

said, "freedom ain't
free."

Heroes do notmake

history - it is the small
and big acts of thou¬
sands and thousands of everyday people that has, and always
will, determine what kind of world we live in. I hope that you,
too, are inspired by these acts of courage.

• • •

As we strive to follow in the tradition of courageous South¬
erners who speak truth to power and speak up for justice, we'd
again like to turn to you, our readers, and ask for your support.
Your support is what allows Southern Exposure carry on as an in¬
dependent voice for change. This holiday season, please con¬
sidermailing a contribution to SE and the Institute for Southern
Studies.

You can also help spread the word! Once again, we're offer¬
ing our popular holiday special: sign up giftmemberships for
friends and family, and we'll cut yourmembership/subscrip¬
tion to $18 a year (25% off the regular rate!).
Not a bad deal - and as a bonus, you'll be supporting some of

the South's best writing and work for community change.
— Chris Kromm

Common people
find the courage to
do uncommon

things.
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RESEARCH
REPORTS
from the
Institute for Southern Studies

“Combining Information
Power and People Power
for Social Change”

“Dislocation &
Workforce Equity”

The South at Work in the 1990s

As economists sing the praises of
our "booming economy," this
study shows what's really happen¬
ing to Southern workers. The 28-
page report offers hard facts to an¬
swer the questions:
• What kind of jobs are out
there?

• Who's working where?
• Is there still a need for
affirmative action?

Using federal employment data
and state-by-state rankings, "Dislo¬
cation andWorkforce Equity" ex¬
plodes themyths about job security
and inequality.

$5 ($2.50 for Institute members)

ORDER NOW:
Call (919) 419-8311 x 21

orMAIL your order to:
Institute Reports

P.O. Box 531

Durham, NC 27702

Coming Soon in theWinter Issue of Southern Exposure
STANDING OUT: GAY/LESBIAN/BI/TRANS ACTIVISM IN THE SOUTH

LOUISVILLE LEADS THE WAY: Possibly the hottest queer activism in the country is
happening in Kentucky.
TRANSGENDER WARRIORS: Fighting for space in the gay movement.
GENERATIONS FOR JUSTICE: A candid conversation between queer activistWendi
O'Neal of the HighlanderCenter and her father, freedommovement veteran John
O'Neal, on being out and in themovement.

Ifyou don't already subscribe, now's a good time to start. Call (919) 419-8311 ext. 21;
or use the orderform in the back of this issue!

A Southern Classic—Back in Print!

The Wall Between
Anne Braden
With a Foreword by Julian Bond
and a New Epilogue by the Author

A finalist for the National Book Award when it was
first published in 1958, this book tells of the friend¬
ship between two couples—one black, one white—
and their struggle for justice during the Jim Crow era.

"I found it one of the most moving documents I have ever
read. I feel that it will live to be a classic on the southern
situation."—Dr. Martin Luther King fr., on the first
edition

376 pages, illus., ISBN 1-57233-060-0, $40.00 cl
ISBN 1-57233-061-9, $19.95 pa

More Great Reading from UT

Revolt among the Sharecroppers
Howard Kester
With a New Introduction by Alex Lichtenstein
168 pages, illus., ISBN 0-87049-975-0, $14.50 pa

The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Women Who Started It
]o Ann Gibson Robinson
Edited with a Foreword by David J. Carrow
208 pages, illus., ISBN 0-87049-524-0, $36.00 cl, ISBN 0-87049-527-5, $15.95 pa

Lifting the Veil
A POLITICAL HISTORY OF STRUGGLES FOR EMANCIPATION
Richard A. Couto
368 pages, illus., ISBN 0-87049-807-X, $40.00 cl, ISBN 0-87049-808-8, $18.00 pa

Highlander
NO ORDINARY SCHOOL
Second Edition

John M. Glen
432 pages, illus., ISBN 0-87049-928-9, $25.00 pa

James A. Dombrowski
AN AMERICAN HERETIC, 1897-1983
Frank Adams
392 pages, illus., ISBN 0-87049-741-3, $49.50 cl, ISBN 0-87049-742-1, $22.50 pa

Shipping & handling: $3.50 for first book; $.75 for each additional book.
UT Press Online: http://sunsite.utk.edu/utpress

The University of Tennessee Press • knoxville 37996 0325

Press!
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Around the Institute

People and Projects at the Institute for
Southern Studies and Southern Exposure

A GIFT for the Institute

Over the pastfew months, the Institute has
been fortunate to have a dynamic newface on
board: Cara Page, who is helping ivith
fundraisingfor the Institute through the
GIFT (Grassroots Institutefor Fundraising
Training) program. She gives this report:

My work as an activist and artist ofcolor has always culminated at the
end of the funding line. GIFT has finally
opened the doors of philanthropy and
demystified the world of fundraising to
me. It has taughtme that it is both an ac¬
tivist and revolutionary agenda to rede¬
fine the path ofwho can fundraise and
who will own the future legacies of our
organizations.

GIFT intern Cara Page

GIFT has been in existence for the past
three years, sponsored by the Center for
Third World Organizing. Their goal is to
strive towards people of color having
ownership of their work by raising and
managing their own money.
As an intern at the Institute I have been

working on a major donor campaign,
and looking at new strategies that ask
community members to envision and be¬
come active participants in the Institute's
work.

I have also been working with the
board and staff to redefine the wealth of
our own resources and ideas. It is our re¬

sponsibility to make sure the Institute
can stand on our community's shoulders

and not always on the indefinite pillars of
financial change in the funding world.
You too can become a philanthropist

by investing in the work of the Institute.
A fundraiser is an activist that has the

power to see her or his own wealth and
bring about change through giving.
Ifyou want to know how you can help

ivith grassroots fundraisingfor the Insti¬
tute and Southern Exposure, or to get
more information on the GIFT training,
please contact Cara at (919) 419-8311 x31
or [cara@i4south.org].

New Challenges for
Farmworkers

We reported in the last SE that theInstitute had launched the

Farmworker Justice Project, based on the
success of Sandy Smith-Nonini's report,
"Uprooting Injustice."
This summer, Project coordinator Erica

Hodgin used the report to reach hun¬
dreds of faith-based and community
leaders across the South - building a base
of well-educated activists to support
farmworkers organizing in eastern North
Carolina.

The Farmworker Justice Project has
also sponsored a relief effort for farm la¬
borers in the wake of Flurricane Floyd,
which leftmany homeless and almost all
farmworkers without the work they
counted on to support their families.
Readers can send their tax-deductible do¬

nations to Harvest Family Health Center,
9088 Old Bailey Highway, Spring Hope,
NC 27882 (indicate that funds are to be
used for "farmworker aid").
The Institute has also been active in a

coalition including the NC Council of
Churches, Student Action with
Farmworkers, the Farm Labor Organiz¬
ing Committee and over 30 others de¬
manding that the nation's largest hiring
agent for international seasonal
farmworkers - the NC Growers' Associa¬

tion - stop violating workers' human
rights. The coalition publicly challenged
the Growers' Association to stop control¬
ling farmworkers' access to printed infor¬
mation about their rights and restricting
their ability to speak with service provid¬
ers and farmworker advocates. (In re¬

sponse to the excellent media coverage of
the Coalition's challenge, the director of
the Growers' Association called the effort
a "union smear campaign.")

Ifyou ivould like to receive a copy of
"Uprooting Injustice" orfind out how to
get involved in the Farmworker Justice
Project, please call (919) 419-8311 x25 or
email [fivjustice@i4south.org].

Want to
learn about
writing,

editing and
publishing
for social
change?

Be a Southern
Exposure Intern

For more information, contact:
SE Internships, P.O. Box 531,

Durham, NC 27702.
Or e-mail: SE@i4south.org
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Southern News

Mean Streets
Atlanta tops list of cities with toughest laws
against the homeless

ATLANTA - On any given
day, about 12,000 people in
Atlanta, Georgia, are living on
the streets. But according to a
new study, get-tough laws
enacted before the 1996 Olym¬
pics have made this bustling
city one of the worst places to
be for homeless people.

Decrying a growing trend
towards "criminalizing"
homelessness, the study by
the non-profit National Law
Center on Homelessness and

Poverty rates 50 cities on the
severity of recent crackdowns,
including laws against using
public space for sleeping or
sitting, restrictions on beg¬
ging, and police "sweeps"
designed to remove homeless
people.

"While cities continue to
crack down on homeless

people," the report charges,
"resources to shelter homeless

people or help them become
self-sufficient are sorely lack¬
ing ... Moreover, in each city
the availability of affordable
housing is insufficient to meet
the need."

While there have been
some changes in the way
courts handle the homeless,
Atlanta still has some of the
harshest practices. According
to the report, "The city ... im¬
poses numerous restrictions
on homeless people's conduct;
sweeps and crackdowns con¬
tinue to occurwith homeless

people being removed from
under bridges and moved
along in the downtown area."

The report does note that
some of Atlanta'smost infa¬
mous policies - such as the
city's practice of giving home¬
less people free one-way bus
tickets out of town - have
ended.

Chicago, New York City,
San Francisco, and Tucson,
Arizona, rounded out the list

of cities with "mean streets."
Cities that received high

marks for either having a his¬
tory ofmore constructive ap¬
proaches to homelessness, or
for recently reversing puni¬
tive policies, were Portland,
Oregon; Omaha, Nebraska;
and Dallas, Texas.

Other Southern cities stud¬
ied in the Center's report in¬
clude:

• • •

Austin, Texas, has seen an
intensified enforcement of a

camping ordinance passed in
1996, including camp sweeps.
The city had already spent
2,000 police hours and
$120,000 enforcing the law in
the first year.

Charlotte, N.C., was viewed
as more tolerant, with occa¬

sional sweeps and enforce¬
ment of an anti-panhandling
ordinance, but a generally
positive working relationship
between the town and service

providers.
• • •

New Orleans, Louisiana, has
gotten tougher with a "zero
tolerance policy" on an "un¬
authorized public habitation"
ordinance, which critics say is
selectively enforced to "clean
the streets, not take care of the
people and their problems."

Homeless advocates deride
suchmeasures as bad public
policy. They argue
criminalization ties up the le¬
gal system, diverts resources
that could be used for preven¬
tion, and may ultimately un¬
dermine homeless people's
efforts to escape poverty.

The laws may also be un¬

I F3FHI I BUISUll >iilll 1wlmM IllllltP

The South locks up more of its people than any
other region. The ten states with the highest
prison incarceration rates per 100,000 people:

District of Columbia 1,913
Louisiana 736

Texas 724

Oklahoma 622

Mississippi 574

South Carolina 550

Nevada 542

Alabama 519

Arizona 507

- Georgia 502

Source: U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1999 (1998 data)

constitutional. Several courts
have struck down broad bans
on panhandling and sleeping
in public areas.

The alternative? The Cen¬
ter recommends policies that:
assist rather than harass
homeless people; ensure that

law enforcement protect the
homeless, rather than target
them; allows adequate help
from service agencies; and
most importantly, attacks root
causes like the need for good¬
paying jobs and lack of afford¬
able housing.
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Southern News

A New Day for Labor in North
Carolina?

In a state that political and industry leaders

STRIVE TO KEEP "UNION-FREE,"
WORKERS CLAIM RECENT GAINS

According to conventional wisdom, ifone were to searchfor
signs of labor's revival, the last place to look would be North Caro¬
lina. Due to employer resistance, "right-to-work" and other laws
unfriendly to unions, and a political climate dedicated to keeping
the Carolinas "union-free," the percentage ofworkers organized
into unions in the Tarheel State stands at a merefour percent - the
lowest unionization rate in the country.

But change may be in the air. As SE corespondents Daphne
Holden and Becky Johnson relate in thefollowing stories, North
Carolina unions have scored a series of important victories in the
lastfew months. Only time will tell if these recent signal a larger
and lasting resurgence. For now, they shoiv that labor is not down
and out in the Carolinas - and unions are still a force to be reckoned
with in the South.

Long Time Coming

After 25 years of or¬
ganizing, textile
workers win in the
Fieldcrest-Cannon
mills

KANNAPOLIS, N.C. - Perry
Hopper, Sr., can run 650
"pics" a minute. At 200 lines
of thread to the inch, that's
three and half inches of some
of the best quality sheets in
the world.

For 19 years, Hopper's
been with Fieldcrest-Cannon
textilemills in North Caro¬

lina, working his way up
from a warp job, to a nodder,
to a loom technician to a

maintenance technician of

computer-monitored, air-
powered looms.

And for 19 years, he's
been uneasy about agitating
for worker's rights. Even
with almost 5,000 fellow em¬

ployees, Hopper said that
Cannon's old-school super¬
visor system makes workers
feel like just another cog in
the wheel of a profit-minded
operation.

"It's not that they mean to

be that way," Hopper says.
"They're just running a busi¬
ness."

For decades, the South
has served as a haven for

companies running from the
unionized workforce of the
North. National union mem¬

bership sits at 14 percent,

UNITE WORKERS CELEBRATE

while the North Carolina
workforce is only four per¬
cent unionized.

Battling the anti-union cli¬
mate, it took the Union of
Needletrades, Industrial and
TextileEmployees (UNITE) and
its predecessor unions 25 years
and five elections before getting
themajority vote needed to
representCannonworkers.

"For years, employers
have been able to play on

workers having no knowl¬
edge of unions," said Chris
Hines, Organizing Director
of the Southern region for
UNITE. "What happens is
the company fights tooth
and nail to keep the union
out because they know with
the union comes better

wages."
This classic Southern

scenario is exactly what
happened in the Cannon
struggle.While UNITE or¬
ganizers campaigned from
the podium, plant supervi¬
sors were whispering ru¬
mors and spreading suspi¬
cion. They told workers that
the plant would close if they
voted 'yes' for the union,
that rules would get tighter,
that the union would get
them nothing, that they
would lose the few benefits

they already had.
Four elections in a row,

workers voted the union
down. But the union
claimed the company was
using illegal intimidation
tactics, and that a fair and
open election would bring a
different verdict.

UNITE repeatedly cried
foul and took Cannon to the
National Labor Relations
Board. Each time, the Board
agreed and ordered a re¬
vote. Finally, tired of
UNITE's persistence, Can¬
non ownerChuck Hanson
backed off.

The vote came up 2270 -
2102 in favor of the union.
After 250 illegal votes from
payroll employees, indus¬
trial engineers, bookkeep¬
ers, timekeepers and the
bosses' personal secretaries
are challenged, the union
says the yes-to-no margin
will be even higher.

"Most of the people
have neverworked for a
union, never," Hopper said.
"But once you get just 30
percent of your people to
join a union, they'll see the
benefits they're getting."

One ofHopper's co¬
workers has been with
Fieldcrest-Cannon for 41

years. He voted against the
union every time until now,
Hopper said. With retire¬
ment heavy on hismind and
memories of a past owner
who sold the company and
ran offwith $38 million of
the workers' pensions, he
discarded four decades of
anti-union sentiment and

company threats.
"People are seeing the

best resource is no longer
with the company, butwith
the person who works be¬
side him," Hopper says.

But when only part of an
industry is unionized, the
company uses leverage of
non-union workers to bring
wages down everywhere.
North Carolina has 167,000
textile workers, more than
any other state in the coun¬
try. The Fieldcrest-Cannon
victory may lead to other
textile workers joining
UNITE, but it may not.

Hopper thinks they'll
sign up if they are allowed
to see what a union's really
about.

"I'm for the union, al¬
ways have been," Hopper
said. "The textile industry as
a whole needs to be union¬
ized. Being union means not
just getting better pay, but
having more say-so in the
daily operations of the job."

- Becky Johnson

"You Can't Get Rid
of All of us!"

Public service
workers gather
forces at union's
constitutional con¬
vention

RALEIGH, N.C. - Despite
record-breaking heat, over
100 members of the N.C.
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Photo by Daphne Holden

The Public Service Workers' rally and convention
MARKED AN IMPORTANT TURNING POINT.

Public ServiceWorkers
Union (UE Local 150) gath¬
ered on the steps of the state
General Assembly on July
30th, 1999, to support a living
wage and collective bargain¬
ing for public employees,
and to oppose privatization,
discrimination, and
downsizing.

The rally was a kick-off
for the union's landmark
constitutional convention -
and the first time low-paid
public service employees
have gathered to demand a
voice in the halls of state

government.
It was also a crucial mo¬

ment for the union, as it built
on the state's long history of
service-worker activism and

gathered forces for the future
- so workers could "get to¬
gether and work on issues
together," said Barbara
Prear, UE Local 150 Presi¬
dent.

After two years of build¬
ing the union across 11 cam¬
puses in North Carolina, the
time was right for UE Local
150 to meet to establish its
constitution and bylaws.
Housekeepers,
groundskeepers, and shop
workers from nine campuses
in the UNC system - along
with the newly-affiliated
Durham City Workers and
other state employees - at¬
tended the weekend-long

convention to shore up the
growing union's organiza¬
tion, debate policy, elect of¬
ficers, and set union priori¬
ties.

The convention also de¬
bated issues of pressing con¬
cern to public workers, such
as the state's privatization
plan and grievance proce¬
dure, which the union is
credited with improving last
year.

The setting of the conven¬
tion - the recently privatized
student center at the N.C.
State University campus in
Raleigh - offered a reminder
of the threats public workers
face. Housekeepers in the
center and other buildings
on campus who are subcon¬
tracted by a private com¬
pany make only six dollars
an hour with no benefits,
compared to the $8.03 start¬
ing salary for still-public jobs
at nearby UNC-Chapel Hill.

"We deserve better

wages," says Eugenia
Williamston, a housekeeper
at NCSU. "They keep
downsizing, making the
workloads bigger. There
were five workers here, now
there's three. The building
hasn't shrunk."

The statewide union

grew out of the struggle of
the UNC Housekeepers As¬
sociation at Chapel Hill
against racial discrimination

Beat the Heat with a Coke?
It's gonna cost ya..,

ATLANTA - Facing sagging sales and
health scares overseas, Coca-Cola ad¬
mitted this October that they are work¬
ing on a new vending machine which
would automatically increase the price
of soft drinks when it senses hotter
weather.

Doug Ivester, Chairman of the At¬
lanta-based soft-drink company, con¬
firmed in the Brazillian magazine Ve/a
that the company is experimenting with
new technology which could insert a
thermometer in its machines that would
automatically hike the price when the temperature rises.

"Coca-Cola is a product whose utility varies from moment to
moment," Ivester said. "In a final summer [sports] championship
when people meet in a stadium to enjoy themselves, the utility of
Coke is very high. So it is fair to make it more expensive. The ma¬
chine will simply make the process automatic."

Coke recently grabbed headlines in Belgium, when it had to
give away eight million drinks after supplies in Antwerp were
contaminated with benzene. This contributed to a two-year finan¬
cial downturn for the company, which now sees creative market¬
ing in overseas markets as the key to prosperity.

Company officials note that while the average American
drinks 395 servings of Coke's various drinks each year, the
French drink 96, the British 37, and the Chinese only seven.

Source: The Times (London)

in the early 1990s. The first
housekeepers on the campus
were slaves, and current
housekeepers argue that
their low pay and low status
is a vestige of slavery and
therefore discriminatory.

The Association has won
a legal settlement that in¬
cluded pay raises and
monthly meetings with cam¬
pus officials to address work¬
ers' concerns, although the
union contends the adminis¬
tration still hasn't delivered
onmany of its promises.

Building on the momen¬
tum, Chapel Hill housekeep¬
ers allied with workers at

campuses in Greenville and
other public workers to form
the N.C Public Service
Worker's Association. In

1997, the association affili¬
atedwith the national
United ElectricalWorkers,
and formed the statewide
UE Local 150.

Organizers for UE see
just getting the union off the
ground as a victory of sorts.
A state law enacted in 1959

prohibits any state institu¬
tion to enter an agreement
with a union, preventing
collective bargaining. Union
leaders also cite isolation,
being spread out across the
state, and the fact that "al¬
most 90%" of the workers
have no experience with
unions as major barriers.

But despite the odds, UE
150 has persisted - and is
growing. A key ingredient to
this success has been con¬

vincing workers that the
union isn't some outside
force, but an organization
they can call their own.

"[The union wants]
workers to recognize that
their collective actions are
the starting point," says
Saladin Muhammed, UE's
statewide organizer.
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E-Barbarians
Execution photos posted on-line draw millions of visitors

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. - Almost a million surfers
have logged onto the Florida Supreme Court's
web site to view color photos of Allen Lee
"Tiny" Davis, the last convicted murderer ex¬
ecuted in the state's electric chair.

The high court posted the pictures, showing
Davis' bloody body and contorted face, who
was put to death in July, because they figured in
a case in which the justices were debating the
constitutionality of using the electric chair.

Davis' execution received national attention
because the electric current caused blood to

pour from behind his face-mask, soaking his
white shirt. Photos of the electrocution were sent

to the U.S. Supreme Court, which will review
the constitutionality of the chair for the first time
in more than a century.

Many who visited on-line - particularly Euro¬
peans - have been appalled. A Frenchman sent
a one-word email to the court: "Barbarians."

Now, says sociologist Michael Radelet at
the University of Florida, "When Europeans
think of Florida, they think of Disney World,
beaches, and fiery electrocutions."

But the execution and the gory photos have
received praise as well. A woman from North
Redington Beach, Fla., emailed to say, "The
photos on this website are WONDERFUL!"

Source: Associated Press

By that measure, says
Evelyn Hill - a housekeeper
and co-president of the N.C.
State chapter - the convention
was a resounding success.
"To just sit in that room and to
see all those folks in that

room," Hill says, "It was just
overwhelming!"

According toHill, just
meeting other UE members
dispelled fear, and has
emboldened workers to speak
out for the union.

"A lot of people wouldn't
acknowledge that they were a
member because they were
afraid," Hill says. "[The con¬
vention] made people ...

more free to talk about it and
move around and say 'yeah,
I'm a member of the union.'
You can't get rid of all of us!"

- Daphne Holden

Union Rolls on at

Continental Tire

Year-long strike
ends in better pay
and "victory all
over"

CHARLOTTE, N.C. - Things
were looking tough for tire
workers in Charlotte, North
Carolina, last winter.

Unionmembers -1,450 of
them - had been on strike for
months.

Eight hundred "replace¬
ment workers" had been
hired.

And Continental General

Tire, Inc. already laid down
what they called their "final
offer"- $22 million and mul¬
tiple benefits short of what the
workers' union, United Steel
Workers of America (USWA)
Local 850, was asking. Gen¬
eral Tire even bought and
fenced in a spare lot across the
street from the plant to keep
strikers from using the space.

Nine years had passed
since the workers' last raise -
even though General Tire is
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the fourth-largest tire manu¬
facturer in the world. Work¬
ers at Local 850 wanted wages
and benefits equal with tire
employees around the coun¬
try.

"For some reason they
want to rationalize that since
we live in the South, we don't
need the same wages," said
Gerald Dickey, editor of
USWA's Steel and Labor and

previous Communications
Coordinator for the Charlotte
drive.

ButGeneral Tire was feel¬

ing pressure from every direc¬
tion. Letters on the union's
behalf flooded the company's
desk, from North Carolina
Sen. John Edwards, Rep.
MelvinWatt, Sen. Ernest
Hollings in South Carolina,
and the local County Com¬
missioners. The National La¬
bor Relations Board even sent
General Tire a court summons

for unfair labor practices.
During the year-long

strike, USWAmembers turned
protesting into a full-time job,
including taking over a meet¬
ing ofGeneral Tire sharehold¬
ers in Hilton Head, S.C.

"We stormed in there and

interrupted their meeting,"
says Nellie Stevenson, who
coordinates Local 850's infor¬
mational picketing. "We were
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singing 'Solidarity' and
chanting 'we want a con¬
tract', 'When?', Now!"' The
Charlotte workers repeated
the performance at a share¬
holders meeting in Ger¬
many.

Meetingwith workers
around the country helped
break the feeling that the
Charlotte workers were
alone. 200 General Tire
workerswent to Titon Tire
in Natchez, Miss., to help
USWA members celebrate a

union victory there one year
ago. Stevenson organized
protest trips all over the
country to bring attention to
the workers' plight.

"It was exciting," she
says. "I experienced some
things I never thought I'd
see in the labor movement."

Butwhat finally broke
the company were protests
at car dealerships and stores
that carry General Tire.
From Sears and Wal-Mart to
Ford and BMW dealerships,
Local 850 organized three or
four "hits" a week during
the summer. They picketed
at Ford dealerships in Spain,
Rome and Berlin.When cli¬
ents pressured General Tire
about the people picketing
their storefronts, General
Tire listened.

"We demonstrated out¬

side Ford companies around
the country to let people
know: If you buy a tire from
Ford, you are probably buy¬
ing a tire that was made by
unskilled, untrained workers
in Charlotte or fromMexico,"
Dickey says.

A big reason people buy
Ford is to support American
autoworkers, Dickey added.

Stevenson thinks General
Tire underestimated the

union, which saw only 15
workers cross the picket lines
during the strike.

"We kept people informed
- [that's] the most important
issue," Stevenson says. Local
850 sent out a newsletter ev¬

ery week to all 1,450 strikers,
plus the Central Labor Body,
an affiliation of 30-40 labor
unions all over North Caro¬
lina.

When the dust settled,
General Tire workers had
won $2.97 an hour in raises
and cost-of-living increases,
an $11 a month pension in¬
crease, better benefits and
better incentive pay.

"It was a victory for all our
membership, all 1,450 work¬
ers," says Stevenson. "They
[General Tire] gave us things
they said they'd never give
us. It's victory all over."

- Becky Johnson
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One Nation, Many People
Black Seminoles claim their history - and
rights to native land
FLORIDA - Twenty years before the Civil War and slaves were
freed, escaped Africans from South Carolina and Georgia rice
plantations battled the U.S. Army to a bloody draw in the
Florida wilderness. Resisting being enslaved again, the Afri¬
cans fought along side Native Americans in a multi-ethnic tribe
called Seminoles.

The Africans were such skillful fighters that a U.S. general
called the war "a Negro and not an Indian war." Unable to
defeat them, the U.S. Army escorted the Black Seminoles, with
their property and weapons, west to land that would become
Oklahoma. That compromise ended the Second Seminole
War.

Today, about 2,000 descendants of Florida's early Black
Seminoles live in Seminole County, Oklahoma. Called Semi¬
nole Freedmen, they've held seats on the tribal council of the
Seminole Nation since 1 866.

But even with that, the Seminole Freedmen are now fighting
a new battle in federal court and in Congress. They want a
share of federal money paid to the 14,000-member Seminole
Nation for land taken from the tribe in Florida and profits from
oil and natural gas found on their Oklahoma lands.

The Seminole Freedmen sued the U.S. government three
years ago, charging that the Bureau of Indian Affairs excluded
them from the $57 million Florida land settlement. A federal
judge dismissed the lawsuit in 1 998 on technical grounds.
Their attorney has appealed the ruling.

The U.S. government contends the Black Seminoles were
slaves when the Florida lands were taken. Since slaves don't
own property, they merit no compensation.

But Velie argues the Black Seminoles were not slaves. The
Seminole Freedmen also have asked Congress for $100 mil¬
lion for mineral rights to oil and natural gas taken from their
property.

Not all of the Black Seminoles of the 1 800s trusted the U.S.
government's promise of land out west. To avoid being sold
back into slavery, some fled to the Bahamas, Cuba and
Mexico, where their descendants live today. Others returned
from Mexico to Texas after the Civil War and joined the U.S.
Cavalry.

Only recently have the far-flung Black Seminoles begun to
learn about their ties to the Gullah people in coastal South
Carolina and Georgia.

The Seminole Freedmen heard about that connection this
summer at a Gullah Connection Symposium in Oklahoma,
City, which brought together people from Sierra Leone, South
Carolina, Georgia and Oklahoma.

The story was revealing for Seminole Freedman Luther Ma¬
son of Sasakwa, Okla., who said: "I knew more of my Indian
side than my black side."

The rest of the country also might hear more of this history,
too. If Congress approves it, the National Park Service will re¬
ceive funding this year to begin planning a six-state Gullah Con¬
nection trail. The park service will research, plan and implement
the Gullah Connection program with the Penn Center in South
Carolina.

- Herb Frazier

Missing the Forest for
the ChipMill

Communities face
offagainst timber
clear-cutters

RUTHERFORD COUNTY,
N.C. - "The Southeast is
heaven waiting to happen,"
explains Lynn Faltraco.
"That's why they are in here
greasing their paws and lick¬
ing their chops."

"They" refers to the hand¬
ful of timber companies who
run 18 high-capacity chip
mills in the forests ofNorth
Carolina. Each mill grinds
away 8,000 to 12,000 acres a
year of oaks, sycamores,
hickories and other hard¬
woods into sawdust slivers

the size of quarters.
Lynn Faltraco has been

fighting chip mills with the
Concerned Citizens of Ruth¬
erford County since 1995.
She's worried that chip mills
will be North Carolina's next

hog farm problem - an un¬
regulated industry that, com¬
bined with an unprepared
public, could spell disaster for
the beautiful forests ofNorth
Carolina and the rest of the
Southeast.

Nine miles from Faltraco's
home in Rutherford County,
N.C., Broad River Forest
Products, aWillamette Indus¬
tries chip mill, has been oper¬
ating since March 1998. Tour¬
ism is an $83million dollar
industry in Rutherford
County, employing over 1000

Chip Mills grind away 8,000 to 12,000 acres a year of
HARDWOOD FOREST.
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people. But turn the area's
landscape into a patchwork of
clear-cut land, and that badly-
needed income is put in jeop¬
ardy.

"A tourist is not going to
come to North Carolina to
look at a chip mill," Faltraco
comments.

Meanwhile, critics note
that theWillamette employs
only seven people - a few to
feed the trees to chipping ma¬
chines and a few to load them
on a truck headed for a paper
factory in South Carolina. Tax
revenue from tourism is sky-
high compared to tax revenue
from the chip mill. Plus, the
county has already been
forced to repave roads around
themill due to heavy logging
trucks driving in and out.

Still, the county commis¬
sioners gaveWillamette an
industrial tax break last year
to set up their mill in Ruther¬
ford County.

"A lot of our local issues
have revolved around quality
of life, like truck traffic
safety," Faltraco says.
Faltraco's son was run off the
road by a logging truck last
fall. He came around a curve

to find a truck stacked with
cut logs straddling the yellow
line and heading right for
him. "It was a big wake-up
call to the whole community,"
Faltraco remembers.

Most of all, the Concerned
Citizens of Rutherford

County are in a race with the
loggers. Eighty percent of the
forests in N.C. are owned by
private landowners. Often,
industrial foresters with the

paper industry or small-scale
loggers seeking higher profits
advocate clear-cutting as the
only method of timber-har¬
vest.

Concerned Citizens are

trying to educate local prop¬
erty owners on alternative
methods, like selective cutting
and rotation cycles. The
group began holding land-
owner outreach meetings,
with 70 people at the first
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meeting.
"We're not trying to tell

the land owner what to do,"
Faltraco explained. "We just
want to provide them with
educational tools so they can
make good decisions. Most
landowners want to be good
stewards of the land, of the
earth."

Stopping a chip mill before
it starts may be the best
chance citizens have. The

Hickory Alliance is protesting
a Godfrey Lumber, Co., chip
mill in Pine Hall, N.C. near
Hanging Rock State Park. The
chip mill was held up in N.C.
Superior Court as of October
1999, due to wet land distur¬
bance on the site.

The chip industry may be
following a pattern when it
comes to building new mills.
Pine Hall fits the same profile
as Rutherford, where the av¬

erage salary is $16,000, voter
registration is low and illit¬
eracy rates are 38 percent.
Plus, neither town has zoning
restrictions. A high-capacity
industrial mill can set up in
someone's backyard, lower¬
ing the property value and
raising noise pollution with
chip buzzing and logging
trucks.

"It is an uphill battle," says
MeredithMcLeod, commu¬
nity coordinator with the
Hickory Alliance. "Local citi¬
zens have little or no voice in
the permitting and siting pro¬
cess of chip mills."

Each chip mill has to ob¬
tain a permit from the Dept, of
Environment and Natural

Resources, a process that does
allow public comment. There
might be a small blurb in the
newspaper, she explained.
But if people miss it, the
county decides and it's a done
deal.

But why, if chip mills
bring in little tax revenue, few
jobs, burden local roads and
deface hillsides, do counties
continue to open their doors
to the industry? McLeod said
chip mills make promises of
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jobs and assets that never sur¬
face. Even the logging jobs
don't benefit the local area
because small-scale loggers
will come from far and wide
to log a county.

"Once these resources are

gone, the county is leftwith
little or nothing," McLeod
says, calling the supposed
short-term gain into question.
"The industry continues to
cloud the eye of public repre¬
sentatives."

The U.S. Forest Service

just began a two-year South¬
east Forest Assessment to
look at these issues. By the
time the study comes out,
another half-a-million acres

may be lost in North Carolina
alone.

However, inMarch 2000,
the Southern Center for Sus¬
tainable Forests will be com¬

ing outwith the North Caro¬
lina ChipMill Assessment
Study, a collaborative project
with Duke University, North
Carolina State University and
the N.C. Dept, of Environ¬
ment and Natural Resources.

"We were requested to
look at the economic and eco¬

logical impact of the wood
chip industry in North Caro¬
lina," said Rex Schaberg, a
principle investigator for the
two-year study. From com¬
munity and tourist impact to
wildlife and water quality, all
results will be turned over to
the state.

"There certainly are all
sorts of policies the state
could enact if they found it
necessary," Schaberg said.
"We've tried to be as dispas¬
sionate and scientific as pos¬
sible."

"States throughout the
Southeast are looking to N.C.
to see what kind of facts and

figures they come outwith,"
Faltraco said. "North Caro¬
lina is serving as a model for
what's getting ready to hap¬
pen in the rest of the South¬
east."

- Becky Johnson
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Followup From the South

Will SOA Rest In Peace?
A Congressional victory
against the School of the
Americas was short-lived -
but the infamous military
schools days may still be
numbered

Photo by Dick Bancroft

November of 1998.

strip away $2 million of the SOA's Inter¬
nationalMilitary Education and Training
funds.

However, when the House went into
conference to reconcile its budgetwith
the Senate, the committee voted 8-7 to re¬

ject the funding cuts to the SOA - nullify¬
ing the House vote last July.
But Heather Dean, Legislative Director

at SOAWatch, says the first-ever Con¬
gressionalwin gave them a taste of vic¬
tory - and hope for the future.
"I'm very optimistic," Dean says. "Es¬

pecially given the margin [in the House
vote] we had, things are looking good."
Dean notes that both the House and

Senate still have bills that call for the out¬

right closing of SOA, and they're confi¬
dent they can line up enough co-spon¬
sors to bring the measures to a vote in
2000.

SOAWatch is also planning another
march on the School this November.

While hesitant to predict numbers, Dean
says they are hoping for "maybe 10,000"
- an optimism based on last year's rally,
which drew more than twice what they
expected, overwhelming police to the
point that no arrests were made.
The time for peace at SOAmay be near.

- Chris Kromm
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Advocates of closing the school have won support from con¬
gressional LEADERS AND CELEBRITIES LIKE MARTIN SHEEN, (LEFT).

FORT BENNING, Ga. - If it's true that
everything has its season, this summer
activists thought the time for peace may
have finally come to the School of the
Americas, or SOA.
On July 30,1999, the U.S. House of

Representatives took a roll-call vote and
passed a measure (230-197) that would
have partially cut funding for SOA - the
military training school that peace activ¬
ists have been trying to close for almost a
decade. [See "The School of Assassins,"
Spring 1998]
Activists at the watch-dog group SOA

Watch point out that the School has pro¬
duced a veritable rogues gallery of dicta¬
tors and human rights violators, includ¬
ing such infamous alumni asManuel
Noriega of Panama, and graduates who
were responsible for the assassination of

Over 7,000 marched on SOA in

Archbishop Oscar Romero. More than
56,000 members of Latin American mili¬
taries have attended SOA since its incep¬
tion in 1946.

Bad press and popular pressure -
which hit its peak in November, 1998,
when 7,000 protestors demonstrated at
the School - led to the July vote, which
saw 58 Republicans, 171 Democrats, and
one Independent pass an amendment to

Photo by Jonathan Moller



Th*Greek

By Diane Roberts

"We love everybody -
Christians. But that doesn'tmean

that we want everybody
to be our sister."

- Sorority member at the University ofAlabama

■—

Right on time, into the August heat thick ashoney, the Tri-Delts bounce out of their three-story
wedding cake of a house, two lines of young women
looking Jackie Kennedy-esque in sugary pinks,

greens and blues, smiling with unimpeachable welcome. They

Divide
Fraternities and sororities
remain baStiOIIS Of
segregation on college
campuses.Some schools are
proposing to bridge the gap - but
students

don’t agree.

greet the group of thirty church-dressed girls wilting on the side¬
walk, calling them by name: "Courtney! Anna-Kate! Sarah!" They
ask in voices like cream, "Are you enjoying rush? Are you having
fun? Are you psyched for the football game?"
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No college presi¬
dents in theSouth
suggest that fraterni¬
ties and sororities go
co-ed, but the prob¬
lem of racial division
exercises adminis¬
trative brains atmany
Southern institu¬
tions.

The girls disappearing gratefully, if
nervously, inside the big air-conditioned
house will go to seven parties today and
seven tomorrow. Then the process of
elimination begins: some sororitieswill
invite them back, some not. The girlswill
accept some invitations and decline oth¬
ers until, in the end, they attend two
highly emotional "Serious Night" or
"Pref" parties. The next day they must
commit, hoping that the sorority they
wantwill also want them.

By day, gangs of girls in pearls with ex¬
pensive shoes and discreet manicures
roam the well-watered lawns of the Uni¬

versity of Alabama campus, trying to
choose between Chi Omega and Kappa,
Tri-Delt and Pi Phi. By night, cohorts of
boys in Ralph Lauren pastels wander Old
Row, a section of University Boulevard
that looks like a plantation house mu¬
seum, heading for fraternity parties and
working out if they want to be a Kappa
Alpha or an SAE, a Deke or a Fiji.
These are not inconsequential deci¬

sions. Which house you join determines
to a large degree your social world:
whom you date, whom you befriend,
even whom you marry.
It can also determine your political and

economic worlds. Fraternities (and now
sororities) at Southern universities are
players in Southern politics: Andrew
Young, former mayor of Atlanta and an

Alpha Phi Alpha, got counted-on sup¬
port from influential fraternity brothers.
One-time presidential candidate Eliza¬
beth Dole, a Delta Delta Delta at Duke,
enlisted campaign help from sisters
across the country. Don Siegelman,
Alabama's new governor and a Delta
Kappa Epsilon at Alabama, is but the lat¬
est alleged recipient of the power and
pull of the "Machine," an elite super-fra¬
ternity that goes back to the days of Sena¬
tor Lister Hill.

So university rush isn't child's play,
however silly the lip-gloss and the plati¬
tudinous party conversations, the silver
punch bowls and the tearsmight seem.
And beneath ritual anxiety of rush, a
more serious social drama is unfolding.
Although the University of Alabama

has a substantialminority enrollment -
14 percent African-American - fall rush

is almost all white. There are four histori¬

cally black sororities at Alabama (Alpha
Kappa Alpha, Sigma Gamma Rho, Delta
Sigma Theta and Zeta Phi Beta) and four
historically black frats (Alpha Phi Alpha,
Kappa Alpha Psi, Phi Beta Sigma, and
Omega Psi Phi), but they seek new mem¬
bers during spring semester in a more so¬
ber fashion, akin to job interviews rather
than fashion shows or cocktail parties.
That rush is almost all black.

At this moment, there is not a single in¬
tegrated fraternity or sorority at the Uni¬
versity of Alabama.
But all this may change if the Univer¬

sity of Alabama administration has its
way. Last year, President Andrew
Sorensen put together a Task Force for
Greek Diversity, charged with finding
ways to bring the racially-divided rush
seasons together and encourage crossing
the color line inmembership. Thiswould
revolutionize a century-old system one

University of Alabama professor calls
"apartheid."

TWO WORLDS

hile both rushes are theoretically
open to everyone, regardless of

race or religion, in reality almost no one
crosses the color bar. In 1998, two young
black women did rush, but neither re¬
ceived a bid to join a white sorority.
Hank Lazer, assistant vice president for

undergraduate programs and a member
of Alabama's Greek Diversity Task
Force, says, "Sure, Greeks claim there's
equal opportunity for membership, but
when the races are so separate, how in¬
viting is it to try?"
Citing racism, classism, sexism, binge

drinking, date rape, and a less than seri¬
ous attitude toward study, some colleges
in New England such aWilliams and
Bowdoin have done away with sororities
and fraternities. Dartmouth, known as

the Ivy League's party school and home
of the original "Animal House," plans to
force its Greek houses to become "sub¬

stantially co-educational." JamesWright,
President ofDartmouth, told The New
York Times that he wants to "re-imagine"
campus life, crossing "lines of race and of
background as well as lines of gender."
Dartmouth students are protesting vocif¬
erously.
No college presidents in the South sug¬

gest that fraternities and sororities go co¬
ed, but the problem of racial division ex¬
ercises administrative brains atmany
Southern institutions. The University of
Mississippi has deferred rush for the
white fraternities and sororities until late

September, giving students a chance to
bond with their college and their class¬
mates before disappearing intomostly
all-white houses. According to Ron
Bender, Director of Greek Affairs at
UNC, rush in Chapel Hill has not only
been deferred until after classes begin,
but the university discourages expensive
rush wardrobes and downplays alumni
recommendations, trying to attack the
class divisions - almost as important as
racial divisions - that have always
plagued the Greek system.
Alabama's task force is modest in its

recommendations, encouraging a

gradual shift in emphasis from fall rush
to spring, sponsoring a convocationwith
the governing bodies of both white and
black fraternities and sororities partici¬
pating, and trying to foster "non-tradi-
tional" participation in rush.
The current set-up is Byzantine: white

sororities are run by Panhellenic, white
fraternities by the Interfraternity Coun¬
cil, and black sororities and fraternities
by Pan-Greek. In addition, while white
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fraternities and sororities rush freshmen
and a few sophomores, black fraternities
and sororities do not consider anyone for
membership until he or she has been on
campus at least one semester and estab¬
lished an academic and service track

record.

Two Histories

And as if this clash of rush schedulesisn't enough of a roadblock on the
path to unity, white and black Greek
groups grew out of vastly different social
circumstances and ultimately have dif¬
ferent goals. Herman Mason, an expert
on black fraternities, national archivist
for Alpha Phi Alpha (the oldest black
Greek organization) and author of two
books on the fraternity, says that while
some of the fraternal ideals were taken
from white models, "the symbols and
names are very much connected to Afri¬
can-American history."
Alpha Phi Alpha was founded in 1906

at Cornell (the oldest black sorority, Al¬
pha Kappa Alpha, was founded in 1908
at Howard) at a time, Mason notes, of ter¬
rible racism and violence towards Afri¬
can Americans. "Lynchings were abun¬
dant. Jim Crow was the law. Black frater¬
nities supported each other and lifted
people up."
In contrast, white fraternities were

mostly an offshoot of Freemasonry,
founded both to inspire high ideals in the
young members of the ruling class and
cement their hegemony.White fraterni¬
ties have not been embattled minorities
since the Masonic scare of the 1840s,
which forced America's first fraternity,
Phi Beta Kappa - now an academic hon¬
orary - to go public with its secret rituals.
White sororities,mostly founded be¬

tween 1851 and 1910, were initially a
feminist response to fraternities, appear¬
ing at mostly women's colleges. The late
Miriam Locke, Professor Emerita at the

University of Alabama and a founder-
member of the Kappa Kappa Gamma
chapter there, once remarked that girls
used to join sororities to meet other girls
passionate about learning.
"The men tended to get all the educa¬

tional opportunities. In a sorority, girls
could band together and study," Locke

WeGreeks thought
of ourselves not as
rump segregation¬
ists butas an elite,
upholding standards
of ladyhood and
scholarship,while

said. "Nowadays I'm scared that all
they're interested in is drinking and
such."

It's fair to say that all Greeks, male and
female, black and white, are into drink¬
ing and such. They all have theme par¬
ties, formal dances, swap dinners and so¬
cials. They all counter, with some justifi¬
cation, that they do a great deal of charity
work for everything from Habitat for
Humanity to diabetes research.
To the outsider, one frat boy or sorority

girl might seemmuch like another. But
that's like saying one Christian is just like
another Christian. A high-church Episco¬
palian isn't the same as a foot-washing
Baptist. There are differences in style and
sensibility.
A former president of Kappa Alpha

(KA brothers call themselves "the last
Southern gentlemen") was recently
quoted in Salonmagazine saying, "I can't
imagine why anyone would join a frater¬
nity that did not celebrate his heritage."
Joycelyn Carr, a member of Delta

Sigma Theta at the University of Ala¬
bama, concurs, saying that "black sister¬
hood" is at the center of her sorority ex¬
perience: "Not every woman - regardless
of race - is Delta material."

Campus Rebels
was - am - in a sorority (they teach us
that sisterhood is forever). I pledged

Sigma Kappa twenty years ago, when be¬
ing Greekwas uncool, especially at
Florida State, "the Berkeley of the South."

We Greeks thought of ourselves not as
rump segregationists but as an elite, up¬
holding standards of ladyhood and
scholarship, while partying hard. Of
course,my house, like all the other
Pahnhellenic sororities on campus, was
all white: no one who wasn't white even
went through rush. We thought we were
on the cutting edge of diversity when we
pledged a Jewish girl. And we had five or
six actual Catholics.

We would have rejected the idea that
we were racist, that the system was rac¬
ist. Most of us believed in integration, in
equal rights, in social justice, even if we
did laugh atmildly racist jokes, even if
we were thrilled to get an invitation to
Kappa Alpha's party, "Old South," to
which our dates wore Confederate uni¬
forms and we wore hoop skirts.
When I came to teach at the University

of Alabama in 1990, it didn't look like
much had changed in the Greek world.
The white fraternities and sororities had

huge plantation-style houses. The KAs
still flew the Confederate battle flag. The
black fraternities had step-shows at¬
tended by mostly black students.
White racism reared its head in more

striking incidents. A cross was burned on
the lawn of Alpha Kappa Alpha when
they moved into a house on campus; a
black homecoming queen was booed by
white fraternity boys; and a couple of
white sorority girls went to a "Who Rides
the Bus?" social in blackface with afro

wigs and basketballs shoved under their
dresses.

But to its credit, the University of Ala¬
bama has grown since the days that
George Wallace famously stood in the
door of Foster Auditorium in 1963, trying
to bar the admission of VivianMalone

and James Hood. The school actively (if
incompletely) has taken steps to deal
with its egregious Jim Crow past, build¬
ing a thriving African American Studies
program, boosting undergraduate mi¬
nority enrollment to 18 percent, and ag¬
gressively recruiting African-American
professors. But in a state that is 25 per¬
cent African American, nobody thinks
that enough has been done.
Hank Lazer recalls that Greek integra¬

tion was raised in the faculty senate over
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fifteen years ago, and it's taken this long
to address the issue formally. He says he's
a bit disappointed in the tepid measures
taken to bring black and white students
together in one rush, but points out that
"it is a mark of the maturity of the institu¬
tion that we are able to discuss it at all."
Pat Hermann, a white English profes¬

sor, takes a much harder line. Hermann
has repeatedly called on the university to
shut down all "apartheid" fraternities
and sororities (some ofwhose houses are
on university land) until they integrate.
Perhaps the biggest roadblock is that

the sister and brothers - both white and
black - don't agree. Delta Joycelyn Carr
says, "diversity training is one thing, but
forcing people to integrate is too ex¬
treme."

A member of Pi Beta Phi, a white so¬

rority, who did not want to give her
name, said that if integration occurs, "it
needs to come from the students. If we're
forced into it, we'll rebel."
Cedric Rembert, a chemical engineer¬

ingmajor and president of the African-
American Pan-Greek umbrella, says he
has no problemwith the university try¬
ing to promotemixing of blacks and
whites under the Greek aegis: "It's cer¬
tainly worth doing. Maybe Alabama will
be a model for other places."
But Rembert, a member of the histori-

cally-black Omega Psi Phi fraternity, re¬
sists compellingGreeks to change their
rush customs and membership tradi¬
tions. "Opportunity to join is one thing,"
he says, "but no one should be forced to
be in any one group."

Radical change

Mone of the students I talked to saidthey felt threatened by the
university's push toward Greek integra¬
tion. They don't believe iswill happen
soon - not during their time at Alabama,
anyway.
Herman Mason, however, thinks Afri¬

can-American Greeks ought to feel threat¬
ened. "This whole thing endangers our
traditions. Fraternities and sororities are

private organizations, after all."
Mason speaks of how black fraternities

and sororities have been instrumental in

the fostering of a black middle class and

One of the subrosa
fears of alumni and
some students
[mostlywhite) is that
integratingGreek
houseswill lead to in¬
terracial dating, still a
taboo inmuch of the
South.

invaluable networking opportunities for
African Americans that have to live and

work in amajority-white world.
"I would shudder to think that there

would be a mandate to integrate," Mason
says.
Besides, he points out, Alpha Phi Al¬

pha has been integrated - a bit - since the
1940s, when the fraternity took its first
white member at the University of Chi¬
cago. In fact, all the other historically
black Greek national organizations are
integrated, just in small numbers.
Outside of the South, white fraternities

sororities are taking more and more
Latino, Asian and black members. Every
once in a while, a Southernwhite Greek
chapterwill have one, maybe two, black
members. But this is rare and, for the
University of Alabama administration,
not good enough.
"The real world, the business world, is

not all black or all white," says Dr.
Charles Brown, co-chair of the
university's diversity committee. "You
need to communicate with people differ¬
ent from you."
While nobody is satisfiedwith the task

force's recommendations, he feels Ala¬
bama is ahead of other large Southern
universities. Indeed, the University of
Georgia, FSU, Ole Miss and North Caro¬
lina have no concerted Greek integration
plans.
Darrell Ray, assistant coordinator of

Greek Life at Georgia and former vice-
president of Pan-Greek at the University

ofAlabama, says there's a "lack of de¬
sire" for Greek integration, though he
points out that several new white frater¬
nity "colonies" (re-established houses)
have some African-American members.

Ron Bender says the UNC administra¬
tion has chosen not to formally mandate
integration. "There are many ways of be¬
ingGreek and no one way is the right
way," he says. There are the usual his¬
torically white and historically black so¬
rorities and fraternities at Chapel Hill,
but also a Native American sorority, a
multicultural sorority, and a Christian
fraternity with a half-black, half-white
membership. The white Sigma Nus and
the black Alpha Phi Alphas hold a joint
party every year, and a black frat has
even taught a white one how to step
dance.

At Alabama, the social lives of
Alabama's Greeks remain segregated.
One of the sub rosa fears of alumni and

some students (mostly white) is that inte¬
grating Greek houseswill lead to interra¬
cial dating, still a taboo in much of the
South. But almost no onewill say this out
loud, preferring to talk about how politi¬
cal life in the student government re¬
mains segregated.
So itwill be interesting to see what will

happen at Alabama, if white Greeks re¬
main white - and in charge - or if diver¬
sity slowly and organically prevails. Or
maybe the administration, wanting to
distance itself from the University of Ala¬
bama everyone remembers -George
Wallace shaking his fist atCivil Rights,
Autherine Lucy being attacked on her
way to the library -will impose radical
change.
"I do not intend to mandate integra¬

tionwithin the Greek system on the basis
of race, ethnicity, religion or gender,"
Alabama's President Sorensen insists.

But, he warns, if nothing changes, fur¬
ther stepswill be taken.

%
Diane Roberts is a writer, radio commentator, and
the author o/TheMyth ofAunt Jemima.
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A photo essay byAlan Wieder

AlanWieder
linds, through
his camera that
schools are

o orlds-
separate and
unequal-from
the verystart
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I had always viewedmy street portraits of chil¬
dren in South Carolina as a celebration of the racial
and ethnic diversity that exists in the state. My per¬
ception of these portraits conflicted with the over¬
whelming current literature that documents the
segregation— both in where our children live, and
where they go to school— that continues as the
American reality.
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As I studied the hundreds of portraits
of South Carolina children that I have
made over the last ten years, I realized
that they, too, document segregation as
the present reality The only photographs
that could be referred to asmulticultural
were taken at the University of South
Carolina childcare center.

I took pictures at schools, parks,
churches, camps, little league games, ro¬
deos, professional sporting events, and
everywhere in the state. After studying
the prints, it became clear that they docu¬
ment that segregation is not only
present, it is poignant.
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These photographs picture children that
are happy and sad, sweet and sour, ener¬
gized and tired, poor and rich, black and
white. Although they portray the beauty of
childhood, they also portray the racial di¬
vide that still exists inwhat Dick Gregory
has referred to as the "yet to be United
States ofAmerica."

Alan Wieder teaches at the University ofSouth Carolina. He
is currently in South Africa working on an oral history of
apartheid era teachers. His photo essay, "The Redneck Shop,"
appeared in the Spring 1998 issue o/Southern Exposure.
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The High Price
of Commitment

,

|

*
“Without struggle,” the anti-slavery
crusader Frederick Douglass once

said, “there is no progress.” The history of <

the South - and our country and world - is
filled with the stories of people who, in the
course of struggling to bring progress, paid
with their very lives. Of these many stories, this
special section offers portraits of two moments
in Southern history that demonstrate the
tragically high price of such commitment: March
of 1965, in Selma, Alabama, and November, 1979,
in Greensboro, North Carolina. These accounts are

personal and political; both reporting and
commentary. Perhaps most importantly, they
are lessons about a history that we can avoid
repeating only through our vigilance.
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Alabama, 1965

Viola Liuzzo died for her convictions in the 1960s

From
freedommovement, and is the onlywhitewoman

Selma
honored on the Civil Rights Memorial. But few

to
know her story -and why authorities conspired to

borrow
keep her from being known as a hero.

Photo on previous page: Deep tire

tracks trace the course of the car

driven by Viola Liuzzo, after she

was shot to death between Selma

and Montgomery.

ByMary Stanton

"This is not amonument to suffering. It is a me¬
morial to hope/' says Maya Linn, designer of the Civil RightsMemorial
inMontgomery, Alabama. On November 5,1999, the memorial which com¬
memorates the many lives lost during the movement, celebrates the 10th anniver¬
sary of its dedication.
On the memorial's circular black granite table, forty names are braided in gold

block letters. They form a circular timeline, beginningwith the Supreme Court's
1954 Brown vs. Board of Education decision declaring school segregation uncon¬
stitutional, and endingwith the 1968 murder of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. -
space has been left between the first and last entry to honor the names that have
been lost or forgotten.
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A decade ago, six thousand people had gathered onWash¬
ington Avenue, in front of the Southern Poverty Law Center,
to dedicate the monument. Many were relatives, friends or
comrades of the forty martyrs etched in stone: 29 black and
seven white men; four young black girls killed in the 1963 Bir¬
mingham church bombing; and one white woman, whose
story remains virtually unknown: Viola Gregg Liuzzo.

gg|

A red and white Impala full of angry Klansmenprowled the streets of Selma, Alabama, on the
evening of March 25,1965. The Voting Rights March

had ended that afternoon, and federal troops were every¬
where. Frustrated by the tight security, the Klansmen decided
to return toMontgomery. Maybe they could provoke some
trouble there.

Turning ontoWater Avenue, they spotted a white woman
in a car with a black man stopped at a traffic light. Viola
Liuzzo and Leroy Moton were also heading back to Mont¬
gomery, to pick up a group of marchers who were waiting to
return to Selma.
"Will you look at that," one of the Klansmen said. "They're

going to park someplace together. I'll be a son of a bitch. Let's
take 'em."

Weeks later, one of the Klansmen - Tommy Rowe -would
tell a grand jury that they followed Mrs. Luizzo's car along
Highway 80 for the next twenty miles. When she realized she
was being tailed, she accelerated to almost 90 miles an hour.
They tried to pull alongside her greenOldsmobile four times,
but each time they were forced to drop back - first by a jeep
load of National Guardsmen, next by a highway patrol unit,
then by a crowd of black marchers trying to cross the high¬
way, and finally by a truck in the oncoming lane.
"That lady just hauled ass," Rowe testified. "I mean she put

the gas to it. As we went across a bridge and some curves, I re¬
member seeing a Jet Drive-In Restaurant on my right hand
side. I seen the brakes just flash one time and I though she
was going to stop there. She didn't... she was just erratic ...
Then we got pretty much evenwith the car and the lady just
turned her head solid all the way around and looked at us. I
will never forget it in my lifetime, and her mouth flew open
like she - in my heart I've always said she was saying, "Oh
God," or something like that... You could tell she was
startled. At that pointWilkins fired a shot."
Viola Liuzzo, a housewife and mother of five from Detroit,

Michigan, was killed instantly. Leroy Moton, covered with
her blood, escaped by pretending to be dead when the mur¬
derers came back.

H ID H

Photo courtesy ofPenny Liuzzo Herrington

1949: Viola Liuzzo at 24 years old.

I was eighteen years old, living in a white working classneighborhood in Queens, New York, withmy parents
when the news of the Liuzzo murder broke. I remember

clearly the reactions in my house. "What was she doing down
there, a woman like that, old enough to know better?" "Why
would a woman with five children go to Selma? Was she
crazy?" "Where was her husband? Couldn't he stop her?"
The evening news reported that Mrs. Liuzzo had been mur¬

dered nearMontgomery a few hours after the Voting Rights
March ended. Liuzzo was 39 years old. She was one of 25,000
demonstrators who had answered Dr. King's call to march to
the state capital in support of a federal voting rights bill, and to
deliver a petition to Governor GeorgeWallace demanding pro¬
tection for blacks as they tried to register to vote.
Because the Impala filled with Klansmen (including Tommy

Rowe, who was on the FBI informer payroll) spotted Liuzzo
leaving Selma with a black man sitting in the front seat of her
car, she lost her life. And because the Birmingham FBI tried to
cover up their carelessness in permitting Rowe - a known vio-
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Viola Liuzzo's friends and family — including Sarah Evans, center — sort through the thousands of letters
THEY RECEIVED WITHIN HOURS OF LIUZZO'S DEATH.

lent racist - to work undercover and unsupervised during the
march, she also lost her reputation.
FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover himself crafted amalicious public

relations campaign to blacken Liuzzo's name in an effort to de¬
flect attention from his Bureau. He successfully shifted the
country's concern from a brutal murder to a question of
Liuzzo's morals.
Hoover was desperate, and for good reason. He had to bury

the fact that Rowe had telephoned the FBI on the day of the
Liuzzo murder to report that he was going to Montgomerywith
other Klansmen, and that violence was planned. While Rowe
claimed not to have known exactly what the plans were, he said
Grand Dragon Robert Creel told him personally, "Tommy, this
here is probably going to be one of the greatest days of Klan his¬
tory." That remark later led to speculation (never substantiated)
that the Klansmenwere scouting for an opportunity to kill a
muchmore prominent figure - possiblyMartin Luther King, Jr.
Hoover eagerly accepted Klan assistance in generating ugly

rumors about Viola Liuzzo, and seduced the American press
with a series of carefully engineered "leaks." His caricature of
Liuzzo as a spoiled, neurotic woman who had abandoned her
family to run off on a freedom march took hold. Years of unre¬
lenting accusations of her alleged emotional instability, drug
abuse, adultery, and child abandonment nearly destroyed her
husband and five children.
Until the Liuzzo family obtained access to the FBI files

through the Freedom of Information Act - nearly fifteen years
after her murder - they did not know that the slander had origi¬
nated in the office of the FBI's director.

In 1982, during a campaign for renewal of the Voting Rights
Act, Washington Post columnist Jack Anderson observed that

"evidently aware of the embarrassment the FBI would suffer
from the presence of its undercover informer in the murderer's
car, J. Edgar Hoover marshaled the Bureau's resources to
blacken the dead woman's reputation. This came at a time
when the Bureau was also trying to smear King and find links
between the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and the
Communist Party."

fm mi m

Despised as an "outside agitator," Viola Gregg Liuzzowas in fact raised in rural Georgia and Tennessee. She
grew up during the Depression in a Jim Crow culture

of segregated schools, movie theaters, department store dress¬
ing rooms, water fountains, and churches. Her family moved to
Ypsilanti, Michigan, in 1941 in search ofwar work at Ford's
Willow Run bomber plant. In 1942,18-year-old "Vi" Gregg
moved on to Detroit by herself, where she met Sarah Evans,
who would be her closest friend for twenty years.
Sarah Evans, a black woman fromMississippi, encouraged

Vi to join the NAACP, begged her not to go to Selma, and ulti¬
mately raised Vi's youngest daughter Sally, who was only six
when her mother was murdered.
Until 1963, Vi Liuzzo lived a somewhat ordinary life. She

kept house for her husband, Jim, a business agent for the Team¬
sters, and helped her five children with their homework,
planned birthday parties, took the girls antiquing and the boys
camping, and went back to work as a hospital lab technician
when Sally started school. Realizing that more education
would allow her to advance, Vi - a high school dropout - took
and passed the admission test toWayne State University.
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1995: Southern Christian Leadership Conference/Women members and supporters gather in prayer around the
RECENTLY DEFACED MONUMENT OF VIOLA LlUZZO IN HAYNEVILLE, ALABAMA.

AtWayne State, a wider world opened to her. She read Plato,
who defined courage as knowledge that involves a willingness
to act, and Thoreau, who believed that a creative minority
could start a moral revolution.

Even though she was Roman Catholic, Vi began attending
services at the First Unitarian Universalist Church just two
blocks from theWayne Campus. It was a congregation commit¬
ted to social justice; many were former Freedom Riders. She
also attended weekly open houses hosted by chaplainMalcolm
Boyd, who defined himself as a "Christian existentialist:" "We
are whatwe do," Rev. Boyd told his students, "not whatwe
think or say."

In this morally-charged atmosphere, Vi Liuzzo made her de¬
cision to respond to Dr. King's national call for help. She volun¬
teered for the transportation service with the Southern Chris¬
tian Leadership Conference. On her first day in Selma, she met
fellow volunteer Leroy Moton, 19. She would later be accused
of having an affair with this young man, who was the same age
as Sarah Evan's grandson, Tyrone.
Mrs.Willie Lee Jackson, a member of the SCLC's food service

committee, offered Vi a bed in her home along with six other
women who had come to march. Vi stayed with the Jacksons all
week,making arrangements for Mrs. Jackson's daughter,

Frances, and her five-week-old baby to come to Detroit and stay
with the Liuzzos so she could finish high school. "She was very
helpful withmy children," Mrs. Jackson remembered. "Seems
to me she really loved children."

nn mi m

Six hours after Viola Liuzzo's murder, Klansman TommyRowe called the Birmingham FBI to report that he knew
who her killers were. Early the nextmorning, Rowe, 31,

and three other white men were arrested - Collie Leroy
Wilkins, Jr., 21;William Orville Eaton, 41; and Eugene Thomas,
43. Rowe was granted immunity for his testimony for the pros¬
ecution.

The trial ofWilkins, identified as the triggerman, opened on
May 3,1965, in Hayneville, Alabama. His defense attorney,
Matthew HobsonMurphys, Jr., was Grand Klonsel of the
United Klans of America. Robert Shelton, the Imperial Wizard,
sat at the defense table throughout the trial.
"I'm proud to be a white man," Murphy told the jury, "and

I'm proud that I stand up on my feet for white supremacy, not
themixing and mongrelization of the races."
For three days, KlonselMurphy hammered away at two

themes: that Tommy Rowe had broken his Klan oath of loyalty
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in testifying against his fellow Klansmen and therefore could
not be trusted, and thatMrs. Liuzzo was a white woman alone
in a carwith a black man at night, and whatever happened to
her was her own fault.
The prosecuting attorneys -Arthur Gamble, Joe Breck Gantt,

and Carlton Prudue - seemed either unwilling or unable to cre¬
ate sympathy for Viola Liuzzo as the victim of a brutal murder.
"Pm a segregationist, too," Gantt assured the jury, "but we're
talking about murder here."
"I don't agree with the purpose of this woman either,"

Gamble offered, "but gentlemen, she was here and she had a
right to be here without being killed."
The trial ended in a hung jury. It wasn't the outcome the

Klonsel and the Imperial Wizard hoped for, and they had to
cancel their "acquittal party." But when journalistWilliam
Bradford Huie askedMurphy what he though his chances were
of getting an acquittal at a re-trial, the Klonsel replied: "Acquit¬
tal is certain. All I need to use is the fact thatMrs. Liuzzo was in
the car with a nigger man and shewore no underpants."
A second Alabama jury cleared Wilkins of all charges. None

of the Klansmen were ever convicted ofmurder, but were sent
to prison instead on federal charges of conspiracy to violate
Mrs. Liuzzo's civil rights.
Wilkins and Thomas were sentenced to ten years in federal

prison and served seven. Eaton died of a heart attack before he
could begin his term, and Tommy Rowe was slipped into the
FederalWitness Protection Program.
In 1977, after using the provisions of the Freedom of Informa¬

tion Act to uncover the FBI's role in destroying their mother's
reputation, the Liuzzo family brought suit against the federal
government for negligence. They charged that the FBI knew
Tommy Rowe and his fellow Klansmen were planning violence
onMarch 25,1965, yet did nothing to prevent it.
The case came to trial in 1983, but Federal District Judge

Charles Joiner rejected the suit. In a 14-page opinion, he held
that "Rowe did not kill, nor did he do or say things causing oth¬
ers to kill. He was there to provide information, and his failure
to take steps to stop the planned violence by uncovering him¬
self and aborting his mission cannot place liability on the gov¬
ernment."

Tony Liuzzo, wearing a white cardigan sweater that had be¬
longed to his father (who had died five years earlier), burst into
tears. Helen Fogel, reporting for the Detroit Free Press, summa¬
rized the situation succinctly: "For nearly a decade," she wrote,
"Tony Liuzzo lived and worked for the day when the word of a
federal judge would show the world what manner ofmen his
mother's killers were, and make her heroism clear: even to
doubters."

mi mi m

Andrew Goodman, Michael Schwerner, and JamesCheney, the young men murdered during the Missis
sippi Freedom Summer of 1964, were already civil

rights heroes by the time of Viola Liuzzo's murder. They were
all young men of promise. A white activist college student, a
selfless white social worker, a black community worker deter¬
mined to fight for the freedom of his people - these were posi¬
tive images.
Viola Liuzzo, however, was too old, too pushy, too indepen¬

dent, and she trampled on too many social norms to be a hero.
She'd ventured beyond the role of wife and mother to dem¬

onstrate on behalf of a social movement that a majority of white
Americans felt was alreadymoving "too fast." Viola Liuzzo's
activism couldn't be chalked up to youthful idealism. Hers
threatened the family, the protected status ofwomen, and the
precarious balance of race relations.
Ironically, she'd been murdered precisely because she af¬

forded such a clear symbol to the segregationists - a white fe¬
male outside agitator driving after dark with a local black activ¬
ist. This all resonated for them. In choosing her, the Klansmen
sent a clear message that Northern whites and Southern blacks
would understand.
In the cases ofGoodman, Schwerner, and Chaney, the fami¬

lies worked hard to ensure that their sons would not be forgot¬
ten. All three families had been supportive of their sons' in¬
volvement in the movement, while Jim Liuzzo had been more
ambivalent.

After Vi's murder, Jim found himself continually defending
her reputation, refuting the vicious rumors, and trying to pro¬
tect his children. He told a reporter for the Free Press, "My wife
was a good woman. She's never done anything to be ashamed
of." Two days after her funeral, a cross was burned on his lawn
in Detroit.

Viola Liuzzo's children were taunted by their classmates,
shunned by their neighbors, and shamed by the cloud of suspi¬
cion that hung over their mother's activism. She became the
single most controversial of the civil rights martyrs.
I never forgot about her, about how angry people were at her.

And I never forgot how they seemed to lose track of just who
the victim was.

And gradually, I understood that Viola Liuzzo's story is of an
ordinary woman whose simple desire to be useful collided with
America's belief that change was happening too fast - and lost
her life and her reputation for her trouble.
In this sense, we can see clearly in her life what author Mel¬

issa Fay Green once observed: "After the fact, historians may
look back upon a season when a thousand lives, a hundred
thousand lives, moved in unison; but in the beginning there are
really only individuals, acting in isolation and uncertainty, out
of necessity or idealism, unaware that they are living through
an epoch."

%
Mary Stanton is the author ofFrom Selma to Sorrow: The Life and Death
ofViola Liuzzo (University ofGeorgia, 1998).
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North Carolina, 1979

The Klim’s murder of five activists in

Greens _-_a _ lent that| |i# - i

ig point in our
i i

np|
l tie massacre of anti-Klan demonstrators on the
streets ofGreensboro, North Carolina, by Klansmen and Nazis
on November 3,1979, and the protestmarch that brought
10,000 people there on February 2,1980, produced a major
turning point in this nation's struggle against racism. These
events created a new unity among people'smovements and
touched off a decade of activism at a criticalmoment.

Pictured in backdrop: The February 2, 1980, march on Greensboro.
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THE
GREENS
MASSAC

NOVEMBER 3,
1979:

Nine cars carrying 35 self-
avowed Ku Klux Klansmen

and Nazis drive to an African-

American housing project,
where an anti-Klan demon¬

stration, called by the Com¬
munist Workers Party (CWP),
is assembling peacefully.
About 100 demonstrators are

singing freedom songs; some
have brought their children.
In the broad daylight and in
front of four TV cameras, the

.

Klansmen and Nazis fire 39

gunshots. Four demonstra¬
tion leaders are killed at the

site-CesarCauce, Bill
■1Sampson, Sandi Smith, and

Jim Waller. A fifth, Michael

Nathan, dies two days later.
Ten other people are

wounded, one critically. Six
demonstrators are later ar¬

rested on felony riot charges.
Fourteen of the 35 Klansmen

and Nazis are subsequently
arrested.

FEBRUARY 2,
1980.

A march organized by an un-

precedented coalition of civil-
rights groups and endorsed
by more than 300 national or¬
ganizations brings 10,000
people to the streets of
Greensboro. Organizers say

This side of the Greensboro story - the re¬newal of a vital, anti-racist movement in
this country -will probably receive

scant attention in mainstream accounts as we

come to the 20th anniversary of the 1979 mur¬
ders. But the story of how that movement was
built is especially important today, as the nation
faces a new wave of racist violence.

The February, 1980, march responding to the
Klan attacks was one of the most broad-based

and diverse anti-racist actions evermobilized in

this country, and a symbol of changing times
among social change activists. About 60 percent
of the marchers were African-American, just
under 40 percentwhite. They came from the en¬
tire Eastern Seaboard, the South, and theWest,
and represented countless civil rights groups,
religious institutions, unions, students and
many left political groups. Many of the more
than 300 national endorsing organizations had

constituencies in the thou¬

sands, and despite a curtain
of fear that enveloped the
city, an estimated 2,000
of the marchers were
Greensboro citizens.

The historic rally
was organized in the
face of huge ob¬
stacles.Within
hours after the No¬

vember 3rd mas¬

sacre, the city and
state developed a

position saying
the tragedy was
in fact a "shoot¬

out," a confron¬
tation between

two equally
reprehensible
groups, the rac¬

ists and the

CommunistWorkers Party
(CWP), which had called the fall dem¬

onstration.

Despite the fact that TV footage showed
Klansmen and Nazis shooting point-blank at
unarmed demonstrators, this official version
was picked up by the mass media in Greensboro
and elsewhere; they never challenged it then or
later. The November 3 survivors were depicted as
villains, glad to sacrifice their loved ones to get
martyrs for their cause.
In such a climate, the February march organizers

had to fight the city for a permit and file court ac¬
tion to get use of the Greensboro coliseum. Agents
of the FBI, the State Bureau of Investigation (SBI),
and the CommunityRelations Service of the U.S.
Justice Department visited campuses, churches,
and individuals to tell them that there would prob¬
ably be violence. Government pressure caused
buses to cancel. The governor called out the Na¬
tional Guard, and the city declared a state of emer¬
gency. (On February 2, the marchers walked four
miles in sub-freezing temperature in a spirited but
peaceful fashion; the Klan did not appear.)
In a statement issued after the February 2

march, the coalition that had organized it said:
"We believe we have tapped the sentiments of a
new majority in this country - people who are
alarmed at the new rise of racism in our land and
who are willing to transcend the differences in
theology, ideology, and philosophy that have pre¬
viously divided them - and to act in unison in
new crusades for justice in the coming years."
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The Greensboro massacre came at timewhen social-justice activists in the South
and the nation were splintered. After the

movements of the 1960s were debilitated by gov¬
ernment repression at the end of the decade, many
young people - both people of color and white -
turned to self-styled revolutionary organizations.
Left-wing parties and politics proliferated; rivalry
and sometimes hatred between them were in¬

tense. Most of them had thinly-concealed con¬
tempt for forces that had been movement allies in
the 60s, such as groups based in the religious com¬
munity. In turn, faith-based organizations were
frightened of the radical groups.
I witnessed this period of splintering first-hand

when an organization I had spent 17 years in, the
Southern Conference Education Fund (SCEF),
was destroyed by infighting in six months (I now
suspect the government was involved). But 1 re¬
call sitting at one of those contentious SCEF meet¬
ingswith a friend, and saying, "You know, all
these peoplewill be back working together some¬
day - because if you live and work in the South,
whether you're black, white or green, you know
down deep that the main issue in this country is
racism."

Looking back, I think 1980 proved me right.
I first learned about the Greensboro massacre

on Saturday night, November 3, when Rev. Ben
Chavis called me from prison in North Carolina.
Chavis was known as one of the "Wilmington 10,"
who were serving long prison sentences on
charges many thought were trumped up, accus¬
ing them of burning a grocery during protests
against racism in the schools and violent attacks
by Klansmen inWilmington, N.C., in 1971. Chavis
was the first African-American leader in the state
to speak out in support of the victims and survi¬
vors of the Greensboro massacre.
The CWP scheduled a funeral march for Sun¬

day, November 11.1 did not know any of the CWP
people, but I was a product of the civil-rights
movement, where it was understood that "when
someone is killed, you go." I left a conference in
Nashville Saturday night to drive over the moun¬
tains in the blinding rain. It was pouring rain in
Greensboro, too, but almost 1000 people came out
for the march, despite an intense campaign by
public officials urging people to stay away. As we
marched through the streets, the National Guard
lined each side -with guns pointed at us.
When I returned tomy home in Louisville, there

was a message from an ex-SCEF colleague who had
not spoken to me for three years. I returned the call,
which came fromGreensboro. The first words I
heard were: "Well, what do you think?"

After the waning of the civil rights
movement, the Klan re-asserted its
presence and power. This sign
“welcomed” visitors to Smithfield, North
Carolina, for years and was only taken
down in the late 1970s.

"What do I think about what?" I replied.
"What we should do about Greensboro," came

the answer. And that's what we talked about. We
worked together for a year, as did many others
who had been estranged from each other. One day
we finally decided to talk about he SCEF split, but
the conversation was short - it didn't seem impor¬
tant anymore.

While social-justice forces had been de¬vouring themselveswith internecine
warfare in the 70s, the Klan had been

organizing. Many of us had thought the Klan had
been destroyed by the momentum of the 60s and
some criminal prosecutions. But we became
aware that it was far from dead - it was growing.
We sent observers to the Klan's rallies and

learned they had a new line. They weren't against
black people, Klansmen said, they were for white
people. Blacks were now getting everything, and

the purpose of the march is to
“say NO to racism” and “lay
claim to the 1980s.”

JUNE-NOVEMBER,
1980:

Six Klansmen and Nazis are

tried for murder in state court.

Before the trial, the prosecu¬

tor tells the press: “I fought in
Vietnam, and you know who
my enemy there was.” The de¬
fendants plead self-defense.
An all-white jury acquits them,
despite viewing slow-motion
videos that show the

Klansmen and Nazis calmly

taking guns from car trunks,
loading them, and firing point-
blank at unarmed demonstra¬

tors. The state never tries any

other attackers; riot charges
against the demonstrators are
also dropped.

1980-1983:
Documentation emerges that
agents and informants of the
Greensboro police, the fed¬
eral Bureau of Alcohol, To¬
bacco & Firearms (BATF),
and the FBI helped organize
the November 3 attack, that
their superiors may have been
involved, and that they knew
of the Klan/Nazi plans to fire
on demonstrators. A police in¬
formant working inside the
Klan led the Klan caravan to

the demonstration site. Evi¬

dence also develops that the
State Bureau of Investigation
(SBI), Community Relations
Service of the U.S. Justice De¬

partment, and FBI worked in¬
tensively to derail public pro¬
tests against the killings. Na¬
tional pressure builds for fed¬
eral prosecution of the killers.
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JANUARY - APRIL,
1984:

Nine Klansmen, including the
police informant, are tried in
Federal Court in Winston-Sa¬

lem, North Carolina. The chief
federal investigator is the
same FBI agent who had in¬
vestigated the CWP in the
early fall of 1979. Again, an
all-white jury acquits the
Klansmen. The defendants

again plead self-defense, and
successfully argue that the
civil rights law under which
they were indicted requires
proof of racial motivation, and
that their motive was not ra¬

cial but political: they were
patriots who only wanted to
confront communists.

FEBRUARY-JUNE,
1985:

A large civil rights suit filed in
1980 by widows and survi-
vors of the massacre comes

to trial in Federal Court. A six-

person jury (this time includ¬
ing one African American), re¬
jects many victim claims, but
finds seven Klansmen and Na¬

zis, two Greensboro police of¬
ficers, and the police infor¬
mant liable for Michael

Nathan’s death. His widow

and daughter are awarded
$350,000. The city of Greens¬
boro, while refusing to admit
complicity, pays the entire
judgement - for Nazis and
Klansmen as well as the po¬

lice.

Photo from the Salisbury Post

In a prelude to the Greensboro killings, armed Klansmen
confront demonstrators in China Grove, North Carolina, in
July of 1979.

it was whites who were dis¬

criminated against - and
the Klan would fight for
their rights. It was the first
time we heard the concept
of "reverse discrimina¬

tion."

Despite their warmed-
over image and sometimes-
peaceful rhetoric, the new
Klan was very violent. In
May 1979, during a demon¬
stration led by the Southern
Christian Leadership Con¬
ference in Decatur, Ala¬
bama, Klansmen shot at
Southern Christian Leader¬

ship Conference (SCLC)
president Dr. Joseph
Lowery and his wife
Evelyn, and wounded three
demonstrators.
The episodes of violence multiplied. North

Carolina was a hotbed; several Klan factions were
based there, and in September 1979, Klansmen
joined with Nazis to form the United Racist Front.
The organized response started after the Ala¬

bama shooting. SCLC mobilized a march two
weeks later that brought 3,000 people to Decatur.
Walking along a road that day, Rev. C.T. Vivian,
then on SCLC staff, and Marilyn Clement, director
of the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR), de¬
cided there must be a new coalition to mount a

counter-offensive.

Bridge-building between erstwhile hostile
groups began when Vivian organized a confer¬
ence of people in Norfolk, Virginia, from diverse
groups. The National Anti-Klan Network was
born, adopting a four-point program: direct ac¬
tion, political action, legal action, and outreach to
youth.

SSI

he barriers really fell, however, in Decem¬
ber of 1979. The Rev. Lucius Walker of
the Interreligious Foundation for Commu¬

nity Organization (IFCO), with SCLC's support,
issued a call for a conference in Atlanta that De¬
cember to organize an offensive against not only
the Klan, but what we called "the Klanmentality"
in high and respectable circles.
The events of November 3 provided an unprec¬

edented sense of urgency. People from 100 organi¬
zations descended on Atlanta, including Greens¬

boro survivors. Movement activistswho had not

spoken for years planned together in workshops.
Leftists no longer looked down their noses at the
religious people, and the church people were not
keeping the leftists at arm length. We called it "the
spirit of Atlanta."
It was here that the call was made for all people

concerned about the rise of the right to come to
Greensboro on February 2 - the closest Saturday
to the 20th anniversary of the civil rights lunch-
counter sit-ins that began there in 1960. The call
said we should reclaim that other Greensboro heri¬

tage which activated the 60s for justice.
Bolstered by the power of the February 2 march,

the National Anti-Klan Network dug in to build a
nationwide movement. It had no money, but it set
up an office in Atlanta and soon was working
with victims of racist violence across the country,
helping communities organize, taking delegations
of victims to lobby inWashington, pounding on
Justice Department doors demanding action. It
also got the National Education Association to de¬
velop a curriculum on the history of racism in
America.

In North Carolina, where officials were still call¬
ing violent Klan incidents "isolated pranks," Rev.
Wilson Lee of Statesville documented a statewide

pattern after a cross was burned on his lawn.
North Carolinians Against Racist and Religious
Violence (NCARRV), led by Mab Segrest, built a
broad campaign against the far-right onslaught,
and by the 1990s, with legal help from the South¬
ern Poverty Law Center, had pulled the fangs of
the most virulent groups in that state. In the
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More than 300 groups across the country united for the
February 2, 1980, march against Klan terror, despite the
prevailing climate of fear.

meantime, the Anti-Klan Network broadened its
mission, became the Center for Democratic Re¬
newal, and today is a center of organization
against the continuing epidemic of hate crimes in
the nation.

m m bi

The weakness - some would say a fatal one- in the unity that developed in response
to Greensboro was that its relationship to

the victims was always tenuous. Many committed
anti-racists did not want the CWP involved be¬

cause they felt that their tactics, while not the
cause of the November 3 killings, had made it
easier for the Klan to attack. The CWP was re¬

moved from the February 2 march planning com¬
mittee the week before the event.
The stated reason was that the CWP's represen¬

tatives refused to issue a public pledge not to
bring guns to the march. CWP leaders said they
refused because they, like all participating groups,
had already pledged a non-violent march, no
other group was asked for any further statement,
and they felt an additional statement from them
would give credibility to the government's line
that the communists themselves caused the mas¬

sacre.

I never agreed with themajority stance against the
CWP. Maybe thiswas because, in the 1950s, I had
been demonized in Louisville and painted a villain
in similar anti-communisthysteria.
One could legitimately disagree with the rheto¬

ric of the CWP which had announced its demon¬

stration as a "Death to the
Klan" event. But none of

the rhetoric changed the
basic danger posed by the
fact that the Klan and Na¬

zis could kill unarmed
demonstrators in a broad

daylight in front of TV
cameras. I felt, although
this was not the intent of
those who rejected the
CWP, that excluding them
from the planning com¬
mittee gave the govern¬
ment another excuse for

failing to bring the killers
to justice.
Because the Greensboro

survivors were vilified in

the media, most of the
public never knew much

about those who died. The CWP always be¬
lieved they were deliberately selected through
collusion of the FBI with Klan and Nazis. At the
trial of their civil suit, the survivors introduced
an affidavit from a textile worker who swore

that she was visited by FBI agents shortly before
November 3 and asked to identify photos of two
of those later killed. But this woman died before
the trial, and the FBI denied her story, so the
CWP was never able to prove their contention of
collusion in court.

But if someone had indeed hand-picked who
to shoot, they could not have done a better job.
Those killed were obviously remarkable human
beings.
All five had been activists for civil rights and

against war in the 60s. Likemany youth who
lived through that era, they began looking for
deeper answers and turned to Marxism. These
five found their way to the CommunistWorkers
Party which, like revolutionary groups before it,
wanted to organize the working class, and its
members got jobs in textilemills and hospitals.
The five victims were college educated. Many

such people can't relate toworking people, but
these activists seemed different. JimWaller or¬
ganized a successful strike in his textile mill and
was elected local union president. He was a doc¬
tor and set up an informal free clinic in his home
in the evenings. Bill Sampson, who had gradu¬
ated from Harvard Divinity School, became a
leader in another textile mill and was a shoo-in

for election as union president when he was
killed. Michael Nathan was a doctorwho orga-

. ip l

Michael Nathan’s widow,

Marty, divides her share of
the judgement with other
plaintiffs, who each donate a

portion to the Greensboro Jus¬
tice Fund. Starting with this
seed money, the Fund goes
on to support dozens of
groups working for racial,

social justice-
1979 survivors say,

i living memorial to
1 died.

“M *000-

The Justice Fund, in coopera-

Ition with the Beloved Community Center - a faith-based
coalition-prepares for a
week of events marking the
20th anniversary of the massa

ere. They host “conversa¬
tions” across the city, asking
citizens to look at what really
happened November 3, and
stating that Greensboro can

love forward construe-

until it comes to terms

chapter of its past.

The Ins

Southern Studies report,
"The Third of November,"
was one of the first studies to

detail the complicity of the
FBI and law enforcement of¬

ficers in the Greensboro kill¬

ings. For copies, send $8 to the
Institute for Southern Stud¬

ies, P.O. Box 531,Durham, NC
27702, or call (919) 419-8311
x21. A pamphlet describing
the history and legacy of
Greensboro is available from

Greensboro Justice Fund,
. Box 4, Haydenville,MA

, or by calling (413)
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nized support for workers at Durham County General Hospital.
These three were white.

Cesar Cauce was the son of anti-Castro Cuban refugees; he
joined the 60smovement and in 1979 was working at Duke Medi¬
cal Center and organizing workers. Sandi Smith was a respected
African American leader, who had been president of the student
body at Bennett College. She had just relocated to Kannapolis to
work in CannonMills. Nelson Johnson, whowas badly beaten
but not killed on November 3, was a recognized youth leader in
the African-American community inGreensboro in the 60s and
became the CWP leader there in the 70s.

in m mi

Feeling marginalized by the new anti-racistmovement thatwas being built, the Greensboro survivors had to mount
their own campaign to establish the accountability of

those responsible for the murders, and eventually they did - cre¬
ating one of the broadest support operations against repression
this country has ever seen.
They did it by knocking on doors throughout the country and

talking to people, one by one. (Marty Nathan, one of the widows,
personally visited every member of the Congressional Black
Caucus). Rev. Tyrone Pitts, then staffing the Racial JusticeWork¬
ing Group of the National Council ofChurches, came to Greens¬
boro and publicly announced support, opening the way for
many religious bodies to follow suit.
Eventually, scores of organizations supported a Greensboro

civil suit for damages, hard-working lawyers volunteered, and a
huge mailing list was built. Thismailing list provided the base
for on-going fundraising by the Greensboro Justice Fund, now a
people's foundation that supports local organizing against rac¬
ism, thus turning tragedy into a creative vehicle for the future.
Later in the 1980s, the CWP went out of existence, as did most

of the 1970s revolutionary groups. Some Greensboro survivors
today are very critical of some of their ownmethods in the '70s -
believing that, like most groups that considered themselves van¬
guards of the revolution, they were too rigid, too convinced that
only they had "the truth," and too given to rhetoric out of touch
with the people they wanted to reach.
But virtually all the Greensboro survivors went on to lead ac¬

tivist lives. The four widows work steadily to make the Justice
Fund more effective. Others work with unions or as community
organizers. Nelson Johnson, who comes from a Baptist tradition,
studied theology in Richmond for four years and came back to
Greensboro in 1989 to found the Faith CommunityChurch. He is
again a recognized leader of that city's movements for justice -
for worker rights, educational equity, affordable housing, and
support for African Americans and the poor who are filling the
prisons.

ns n m

We did prove that huge
numbers ofpeople across
our nation can he
mobilized to say “NO” to
racism.

The Greensboro survivors are convinced that the un¬finished business of this chain of events is for citizens
of Greensboro to recognize and come to terms with

the truth aboutNovember 3 - perhapsmost importantly, the
overwhelming evidence of the government's involvement in
themassacre. Inmid-1980, for example, a Greensboro Record re¬
porter revealed that an agent of the Federal Bureau ofAlcohol,
Tobacco, & Firearms (BATF) was intimately involved. The Insti¬
tute for Southern Studies documented the role played by the
Greensboro police in its fall, 1980, report The Third ofNovember,
and in July of 1980, Pat Bryant reported in thismagazine's pages
the efforts of the JusticeDepartment to undermine protest. Even
more evidence of FBI and BATF involvement came out in the
civil trial (see time-line, pages 29-30).
It is always a wrenching experience for people to believe

that their own government can commit crimes, and even
murder. But the Greensboro survivors believe this is the road
to healing and reconciliation. They have hoped it would be¬
gin to happen as the city marks the 20th anniversary of the
massacre.

As for those of us who helped organize the movement that
came from the Greensboro events, we can hardly say we laid
claim to the 1980s as our leaflet for the February 2nd march
said we would. We certainly did not rid the nation of racism,
or perhaps even begin to touch its deeper manifestations in
our institutional structures.

But, in 1980 and in the decade that followed and on into
the '90s, we did prove that huge numbers of people across
our nation can be mobilized to say "NO" to racism. Today, as
almost every day brings news of racist violence— either by
vigilantes or the police— we again need the unity and the
commitment that fired the movements in the wake of No¬
vember 3,1979. To think whatmight have happened ifwe
had let the Klan and Nazis go unchallenged in their brazen
attack on the streets ofGreensboro in November of 1979 is to

contemplate the unthinkable.
Anne Braden is a long-time activist andfrequent contributor to Southern
Exposure in Louisville, Kentucky. She was active in the anti-Klan move¬
ment before and after Greensboro as a member of the Southern Organizing
Committee. Her 1958 book, TheWall Between — the runner-up for the
National Book Award— was re-issued by the University ofTennessee
Press thisfall.
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Best of the
Southern
Press

The 11th
annual

Southern
Journalism
Awards

Each year, Southern Exposure and ourpublisher, the Institute for Southern
Studies, honor reporters whose stories
broaden the range of issues, voices, and

sources covered in the region's daily newspapers
through the Southern Journalism Awards.
According to Kynita Stringer, coordinator of the

1999 Awards, the contest is designed "to recognize
reporterswhose articles demonstrate top-notch re¬
search and writing. Winning journalists asked
tough questions and wrote difficult stories that
helped a community better understand and react to
important issues."
This year, the Awards provide samples of the

region'sbestwriting in two categories: general inves¬
tigative reporting, and this year's special category,
hatecrimes.Winnerswere selected in divisions based

on the size of the newspaper's circulation.
"In part, themaking of an award is also a tribute

to a reporter's newspaper, for allowing the author
the time and resources to develop a story," Stringer
says. "These stories demonstrate the best potential
of themedia to analyze a community'sproblems-
and contribute to positive change."
This year's judgeswere an impressive cross-sec¬

tion of reporters, editors, and community leaders.
We'd like to thank them for their time and effort:

Betsy Barton, CathyHowell,Mike Hudson, Abbie

Illenberger, Jeriann King, Isaiah Madison, Marc
Miller, Ron Nixon, Chris O'Brien, Howard Ro-
maine, Sandy Smith-Nonini, and JoAnn
Wypejewski. We would also like to thank Gary
Ashwill for his meticulous editing, and Kynita
Stringer for coordinating another successful year of
the Awards.

Following are excerpts from this year's award¬
winning stories. They stand out as stories that com¬
bined up-close investigations with thoughtful
analysis of the the issues at hand.
Next year, in addition to our annual awards for

investigative reporting, wewill present prizes for a
new special category: prisons and new approaches
to justice. As prison incarceration rates soar in the
region and country, this categorywill look for sto¬
ries that offer critical reporting on prison conditions
and prison policy, aswell as analysis of creative al¬
ternatives to incarceration and new approaches to
crime prevention.
Entry formswill bemailed to newspapers in late

November; the deadline for entries is January 15.
All inquiries and requests forentry forms should be
directed to: SouthernJournalismAwards, P.O. Box
531,Durham,NC 27702. Fax: (919) 419-8315. Email:
[sja@i4south.org].

- The Editors
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First Prize
Investigative
Reporting

Division One

Dust,
Deception
and Death

Despite regulations, blade lung still claims the lives
of thousands of miners each year. Here's why.

By Gardiner Harris
The Courier-Journal (Louisville, Ky.)

Photo by Stewart Bowman/Courier-Journal
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In a five-part seriesfeaturing articles by Gardiner Harris
and Ralph Dunlop, the Louisville Courier-Journal uncov¬
ered a quiet but deadly tragedy unfolding in the nation's un¬

derground coal mines: 30 years after Congress placed strict
limits on airborne dust and ordered mine operators to take
periodic tests inside their mines, black-lung disease still con¬
tributes to the deaths ofalmost 1,500 miners every year,
largely because ofwidespread cheating on air-quality tests.
And under Kentucky's new workers' compensation law, al¬
most no coal miners qualifyfor black-lung benefits.
The Courier-Journal's investigation involved interviews

with 255 current andformer miners and computer analysis
ofmore than 7million government records. As a result, the
federalMine Safety and Health Administration began spot
inspections ofmines with impossibly low dust ratings. Sev¬
eral state legislators are pushingfor changes in the state
workers' compensation system. Kentucky andfederal mine-
safety officials have agreed to cooperate morefully in thefu¬
ture. Plaintiffs' attorneys and the UnitedMine Workers of
America are exploring whether tofile class-action lawsuits
against the coal industry. And U.S. Sen. Paul Wellstone, D-
Minn., has calledfor Senate hearings into the newspaper's
findings.

LOUISVILLE, Ky. - Hundreds of coal
miners nationwide die each year of
black-lung disease because many mine
operators, aided by miners themselves,
cheat on air-quality tests to conceal lethal
dust levels. And while the federal gov¬
ernment has known of the widespread
cheating for more than 20 years, it has
done little to stop it because of other pri¬
orities and a reluctance to confront coal

operators, an investigation by The Cou¬
rier-Journal shows.

"Yes, even a cursory look (at federal
dust-test records) would lead one to be¬
lieve that inaccurate samples continue to
be submitted in large numbers," said J.
Davitt McAteer, the government's top
mine-safety official.
The result: Many underground miners

toil in coal dust so thick that over the

years their lungs become chokedwith
scars and mucus, and they eventually
suffocate.
In 1969, Congress placed strict limits

on airborne dust and ordered operators
to take periodic air tests inside coal
mines. The law has reduced black lung
among the nation's 53,000 underground
coal miners by more than two-thirds. But
because of cheating, the law has fallen far
short of its goal of virtually eliminating
the disease.
The number of sickminers is un¬

known, but government studies indicate
that between 1,600 and 3,600 working
miners - and many retirees - have one of
the lung disorders collectively called
black lung.
In a year-long investigation, The Cou¬

rier-Journal interviewed 255 working and
retired miners in the Appalachian coal
fields and analyzed by computer more
than 7million government records. Un¬
earthed was a mountain of evidence that

cheating is widespread.

The findings:
■Widespread fraud: Nearly every
miner said that cheating on dust tests is
common, and that many miners help op¬
erators falsify the tests to protect their
jobs.
"I've never known of one to be taken

right, and I was a coalminer for 23
years," said Ronald Cole, 52, ofVirgie,
Ky., who left the mines in 1994. Like
many of the miners interviewed, Cole
has black lung. Two dozen former mine
owners or managers acknowledged that
they had falsified tests.
■ Tainted tests: Most coal mines send

the government air samples with so little
dust that experts say they must be
fraudulent.
■ Lax enforcement: The Mine Safety
and Health Administration ignored these
obviously fraudulent samples for more
than 20 years, until The Courier-Journal
began asking about them late last year.
The agency also paid little attention dur¬
ing the 1970s and 1980s to government
auditors and outside experts who repeat¬
edly warned about dust-test fraud.
■ Botched inspections: Agency inspec¬
tors oversee tests at least once a year, but
these tests also have been inaccurate.

Many inspectors fail to closely supervise
the miners taking these tests, and since
1992,11 inspectors have been convicted
of taking bribes. In recent years, the gov-
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ernment has improved its test monitor¬
ing because the agency is now headed by
McAteer, a longtime mine-safety advo¬
cate. Yet even today tests that are over¬
seen by inspectors rarely measure the
dust levels that miners actually breathe.
■ The union factor: Dust tests tend to be

taken more accurately at unionmines
than at non-union mines.
S Dirty surface mines: Dusty conditions
and cheating on tests are also common at
surface coal mines, and strip-mine drill¬
ers are especially at high risk.
■ Betrayed miners: Many miners who
develop black lung feel betrayed by the
state and federal governments when, af¬
ter years of helping mine operators cheat,
they are denied disability payments.

In Kentucky, legislators - at the urging
of Gov. Paul Patton, a former coal opera¬
tor - passed a workers' compensation
law in 1996 that made it tougher for
black-lung victims to qualify for benefits.
The law has cut insurance premiums of

some coal companies almost in half.
“The dust-testing system has been rife

with fraud from day one," said Tony
Oppegard, directing attorney of the Lex¬
ington-based Mine Safety Project, which
represents miners with safety com¬
plaints. "It's a national tragedy and a na¬
tional disgrace."
But coal industry representatives say

cheating and dangerous dust levels are
isolated problems. They blame most min¬
ers' lung disease on smoking. While
smoking is common among miners,
medical research shows that coal-mine

dust damages lungs in similar ways.
"We have been the victims of allega¬

tions of fraud and cheating and not car¬
ing aboutminers since day one," said
BruceWatzman, vice president of health
and safety for the National Mining Asso¬
ciation. "That's not true in this industry."
Mine-safety advocates and small num¬

bers ofminers have said for years that
cheating on dust tests was the reason black
lung had not been wiped out. But the coal
industry has always fiercely denied that,
the government has largely ignored them,
andmostminers have been afraid to ac-

But coal industry representatives
say cheating and dangerous dust
levels are isolated problems.
They blame most miners’ lung

disease on smoking.

36 • SOUTHERN EXPOSURE FALL 1999



cuse their employers of cheating.
The mine-safety agency did accuse

hundreds ofmine operators in 1991 of
tampering with dust tests during the
previous two years, but it failed to
prove its case in court, and most of the
civil charges were dismissed.

Miners: Tests were always rigged

The Courier-Journal has now amassedevidence that dust-test cheating is
widespread and has existed much
longer than the mine-safety agency ever
alleged or openly acknowledged.
That new evidence includes 234 cur¬

rent and former miners who said in in¬

terviews that they, or others they wit¬
nessed, routinely falsified tests.
Common practices they described in¬

clude running sampling pumps less
than the required time or placing them
in clean air away from working areas.
Scores ofminers said they had never
seen a dust test done correctly. Just 21 of
those interviewed said they had no
knowledge of cheating. While some
miners said they are bullied into falsify¬
ing tests, many others said they partici¬
pate because they thinkmineswill
close.

"You either do it or the mines shut

down," said Elmer Causey, 43, of Viper,
Ky. He leftmining in 1992 with black
lung. "And if the mine shuts down, you
ain't got no job. And if you ain't got no
job, you got no food on the table."
Few other jobs in the coalfields pay

nearly as well - the state says the average
Kentucky coalminer made about $40,000
last year working 49 hours a week.
The evidence includes the finding that,

in 1997, at about half the nation's under¬
ground coal mines, at least 15 percent of
the air samples taken in working areas
were almost dust-free.
"When you go to Louisville and have

your lungs checked and you come up
with second-stage black lung, and them
(dust-testing) machines are showing it's
dust-free, something's wrong," said Jerry
Cornett, 40, a miner from Baxter, Ky.
And the evidence includes 25 former

mine owners ormanagers who told The
Courier-Journal that they cheated on the
tests because theywould have been at a
competitive disadvantage if they had not.

"The health of themen never entered

into it," said Gordon "Windy" Couch, 58,
ofClay County, Ky. Couch was the safety
director of giant Shamrock Coal from
1977 to 1992. "Controlling the dust just
wasn't part of the calculation. Production
was number one."

A lawyer for Shamrock said he
wouldn't respond to Couch's accusa¬
tions. The company has been sued by 19
of its former employees, who allege that
cheating on dust tests caused them to get
black lung.
While the government said in the 1991

crackdown that nominer had been hurt

by the cheating, The Courier-Journal
found that thousands ofminers have
been disabled or died. Between 1972 and

1994, the deaths of 54,248 U.S. miners -
3,007 in Kentucky - were blamed at least
partly on black lung. The precise number
harmed by cheating is unknown because
many were exposed to high dust levels
before 1972,when the strict dust limits
ordered by the Federal Coal Mine Health
and Safety Act of 1969 went into effect.
Recent research also suggests that some

miners would get black lung even if dust
levels were consistently low.
But black-lung researchers said the

lower incidence of the disease among
British miners - who worked in

goverment-owned mines where dust-test
cheating was rare - is strong evidence
that hundreds of American miners fall ill

every year because of widespread fraud.

Safety vs. disease
lack lung's grisly toll has been ig¬
nored largely because mine explo¬

sions and cave-ins have gotten most of
the attention from the federal mine-

safety agency and the public. But regula¬
tors' focus on accident fatalities ignores a

simple fact: Black lung displaced acci¬
dental deaths as the principal killer of
miners at least 50 years ago.
Only 30 coal miners died in accidents

nationwide last year - five in Kentucky -
making 1997 the safest year ever. In 1994,
by comparison, the death certificates of
1.478 formerminers nationally - 81 in
Kentucky - listed black lung as one of the
causes of death, according to the Na-
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IMPOSSIBLY LOW DUST LEVELS
■ OPERATOR

Percentage of dust tests that underground
mine operators took where miners dig into
the coal that contained just 0.1 mg. of dust
per cubic meter of air— an amount that ex¬
perts say is impossible to achieve.

* Results for 1984 and 1988 include the handful of an¬
thracite coal mines in the United States, because the
data for those years did not identify mines by type of
coal. It is plausible that anthracite mines could have 0.1
mg. dust readings. In other years, only data for bitumi¬
nous coal mines are included.

□ INSPECTOR

Percentage of dust
tests supervised by
government inspec¬
tors that had impos¬
sibly low readings
of 0.1 mg. of coal
dust per cubic
meter of air.
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Source: Courier-Journal computer analysis of U.S. Mine Safety and Health Administration records.

tional Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health, or NIOSH. (More recent na¬
tional numbers aren't available, but 1995
and 1996 figures from the four states that
account for most black-lung deaths
didn't change significantly.)
Two NIOSH studies of black lung's

prevalence provide another picture of its
impact. The last reliable study, done
from 1985 to 1988, showed that 7 percent
ofminers had the disease. MSHA offi¬
cials now say about 3 percent ofminers
have black lung, but that figure is based
on an unscientific survey ofminers who
volunteered for chest X-rays from 1992 to
1995.

While that survey was flawed, it did
find numerous black-lung victims who
had started work after the new dust lim¬
its went into effect in 1972.

For example, Ben Vanover didn't start
mining until 1973. By 1985, after working
for seven different coal companies, his
breathing was so bad that he would often
drop to his knees and lean against the
mine wall to catch his breath. He quit.
The Mine Act proclaims that miners
should be able to work their entire adult

lives - 45 years -without fear of getting
black lung. Vanover, 57, of Stanville, Ky.,
made it just 12 years.
The Floyd County resident, who says

"You can’t run a

mine, make
money and pass
a dust test. The

profit margins
are too slim.”

he quit smoking in his 20s, now sleeps
with an oxygen mask but still wakes up
two or three times a night, gasping for
air. In a recurring nightmare, he's being
pulled underwater.
"You don't think to much about it

when you go into the mines, but once
your breathing gets bad you realize you
made a mistake. By then you already got
it, and it's too late."
Vanover will join his father, father-in-

law and generations of Appalachians
who have died of black lung. This tradi¬
tion has bred a fatalism in the coalfields
that helps explain why miners help op¬
erators cheat and don't complain openly
about dust.

"Almost every family in Central Appa¬
lachia has a family member who died of
black-lung disease," said Ron Eller, di¬
rector of the University of Kentucky's
Appalachian Center. "It's as ordinary as
diabetes or high blood pressure or cancer
in the region."

Lives vs. profits

Researchers, safety advocates, andunion officials insist that coal can be

mined safely and profitably - something
the industry says it is doing - butmost
miners and mine managers interviewed
said underground mines would close if
operators had to pay the costs needed to
keep coal dust within federal limits. The
managers say they are squeezed by
cheap coal from huge strip mines in
Wyoming.
"You can't run a mine, makemoney

and pass a dust test. The profitmargins
are too slim," said Paul Gilliam, 46, of
Mayking, Ky., who retired in 1991 after
22 years working as a mine superinten-
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dent and foreman.

Controlling dust requires more work¬
ers and slows production. It takes time to
hang plastic ventilation curtains that di¬
rect clean air to a mine's working areas.
The curtains are constantly knocked
down by equipment, and miners leave
them down because they reduce visibil¬
ity. Water lines and sprays that hold
down dust often clog.
Hundreds ofminers said they

scramble to put up curtains, fix water
sprays and perform other required dust-
suppression tasks only when a supervi¬
sor calls from the surface to warn them
that a federal inspector has shown up.

How mines cheat

nderground coal-mine managers
are required to test the air for five

consecutive days or shifts every two
months. They do this by pinning a pump
about the size of a brick on the belts of
miners who work in the most dust. A

tube attached to a miner's collar snakes
down to the pump -weighing one to two
pounds - which draws dust through a fil¬
ter inside a plastic cassette. A govern¬
ment laboratory weighs the cassette to
determine the amount of dust in the

mine's air.

Miners are supposed to keep the pump
running for eight hours while they do
their normal work. Most miners inter¬

viewed say they don't.
"I'm not going to lie to you," said

George Bevins, 49, of Jenkins, Ky., who
left the mines in 1992. "Most of the time,
we just turn them off."
Often miners take off the pumps and

hang them where the air is clear of dust,
they said. That can be an intake passage¬
way, where fresh air is blown in from the
surface, or the power center, where much
of the mine's equipment gets electrical
power and where most miners leave
their lunch pails.
"I've seen the men put them in their

dinner buckets, and I've seen the super¬
intendent put them at the power center
where there is no dust," said Lenville
Bates Jr., a 24-year-old miner from
Thornton, Ky. He said he has worked for
three coal companies in the past year.
Many miners said they never get a

chance to test the air because their bosses

don't distribute the pumps. Instead, they
said, tests are run in the intake air or out¬
side of themine - or not at all.

Many mines hire a contractor to sup¬
ply dust-testing equipment. "The opera¬
tor would have some contractor drop
them off after we went underground,"
said Earl Shackleford, 37, ofWallins
Creek, Ky., who was a foreman until he
was injured in 1993. "We would never
know they was there until quitting time."
Connie Prater McKinney, who runs a

contracting company based in Floyd
County, Ky., was convicted in 1995 along
with a co-worker of doctoring dust tests
for five mines. They put the samples in
coffee cans filled with coal dust, shook
the cans and pulled out the samples
when they had the right amount of dust.
McKinney refused a request for an in¬

terview, saying she has put the convic¬
tion behind her. She still works as a dust¬

sampling contractor.
Some miners agree to cheat because of

a simple threat: "If you turn them on, you
are fired," said Crawford Amburgey, a
miner for 30 years who retired in 1993
and lives in Letcher County, Ky. "I was
told that many times."
But most miners interviewed said their

foremen never threaten them directly. In¬
stead, themine superintendent or safety
director weighs every sample. If a sample
looks as though itmight have too much
dust, many superintendents void it and
make theminer who took the test wear
the dust pump every day until he gets a
test that will pass.
TroyWeaver ofColdiron, Ky., remem¬

bered the only time he actually wore a
dust sampler correctly. "I got a bad
sample, and they told me in front of ev¬
erybody that I would be carrying that
thing for the rest ofmy life if I didn't get a
good sample," saidWeaver, who worked
underground for 18 years until 1991. "So
I took it in there the next day and set it at
the breaker box (in clean air) and got
them a good sample."

Choking dust levels
he result of all this cheating, say
miners, is choking levels of dust.

Billy RayStidham of Slemp, Ky.,who
left themines in 1993 after 20 years, said,
"You'd get dust balls in the comer of your

“His face was

black when he’d

come home. You

could see his

eyeballs, and
that’s about it.”

eyes. Your throat gets dry and scratchy and
full of grit. You'd vomit because itmade
you sick. You'd get dizzy because you can't
get enough air. You'd start aching between
your shoulder blades because you'd cough
somuch."

Dozens ofminers described dust so thick

they couldn't see their feet or the head
lamps of otherminers. Those who are still
working spit up coal dust everymorning.
Watzman, of the NationalMining As¬

sociation, said claims that mines are rou¬
tinely dusty are "hearsay."
"I've heard these accusations in the

past,"Watzman said. "If those condi¬
tions exist, MSHA inspects them and, if
there are exceedences (in dust levels),
they write citations."
Indeed, MSHA cited 32 percent of the

nation's underground mines in the 1996
fiscal year for excessive dust and related
violations - evenwith all the problems
with dust sampling.
Dusty conditions have been routine for

so long that many miners see nothing
wrongwith them. Buddy Lilly, 53, of
Cool Ridge,W. Va., said the dust where
he worked was not all that bad.

Lilly's wife told a different story. "His
face was black when he'd come home,"
Brenda Lilly said. "You could see his eye¬
balls, and that's about it."
Last year, after experiencing shortness

of breath, Buddy Lilly got a chest X-ray.
He had worked in the mines for only 19
years, and he had never smoked. But the
film revealed that he had an advanced

form of black lung. It usually kills quickly.
"Itwas quite a shock," said Lilly.

I
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Mystery
Illnesses

Interviews with over 400 people
living near federal nuclear weapons

facilities reveal serious health concerns -

the government fully investigate?
By Laura Frank, Susan Thomas, and Robert Sherborne

The Tennessean

Photo by D. Patrick Harding/The Tennessean

A FORMER WORKER AT SOUTH CAROLINA'S SAVANNAH RlVER SITE,
Freddie Fulmer, 41, has trouble caring for his son Jesse due to
MULTIPLE HEALTH PROBLEMS.
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"It’s like the

devil has been

let loose in my

body.”

In a series ofarticles published on September 29,1998,
The Tennessean reported the medical sufferings ofsome
four hundred people living in the vicinity offederal
nuclear weaponsfacilities in eleven states, recording an
array ofunexplained and sometimes bizarre ailments. The
reporters avoided making any assertions about the cause
of these illnesses, and did not label what they had uncov¬
ered an epidemic. Instead, they emphasized the sufferings,
struggles, and puzzlement of the victims as well as the
government's unwillingness to provide medical help or
even to commission studies tofind out what was wrong,
and whether the weaponsfacilities played any role in the
illnesses.

Critics attacked at once. TheWall Street Journal ac¬
cused the newspaper offomenting hysteria, costing "mil¬
lions ofdollars in wasted scientific studies," enriching
trial lawyers through "billions ofdollars in lawsuits," and
even threatening the nation's nuclear deterrent. But the
articles moved many to ask the very questions the Journal
wanted to squelch. In the wake of the series, Senator Bill
Frist (R-Tenn.) calledfor a congressional investigation of
the illnesses, and the Department ofEnergy reversed its
longtime policy, announcing that the government would
help obtain medical assistance, even without direct proof
ofa "plausible connection."

A mysterious pattern of illnesses- from immune systems gone
haywire to brain malfunctions

doctors can't explain - is emerging
around this nation's nuclear weapons

plants and research facilities. The ill live
in places unlike others, where poison
bomb ingredients wafted into the air,
sank into the soil and leaked in the water
for half a century.
No one has ever taken a comprehen¬

sive look at their health - not the federal

government that owns the sites, the pub¬
lic health agencies charged with protect¬
ing their well-being, nor the politicians

who represent them in the nation's capi¬
tal. Scientists have been concerned for
decades about radiation from nuclear

production and its link to cancer. But the
illnesses emerging now are something
different.

In 1997, The Tennessean found scores of
people suffering a pattern of unex¬
plained illnesses around the Oak Ridge
nuclear reservation in East Tennessee.

This year, the newspaper found hun¬
dreds of people with similar illnesses
around 12 other nuclear weapons sites
nationwide.

"It's like the devil has been let loose in

my body," says Freddie Fulmer, 41, a
former worker at the U.S. Department of
Energy's Savannah River nuclear site
near Aiken, S.C. Fulmer, declared dis¬
abled in 1995, suffers from a degenera¬
tive joint and spine disease, kidney ail¬
ments, and a rare disorder that causes his
immune system to attack, rather than
protect, his internal organs.
"Every single morning my whole body

hurts so badly I can barely get out of bed
to go stand under a hot shower until I can
move around usingmy cane," Fulmer
says. "And then there's the weird stuff,
like once I had a fever for seven months

straight. But, like everything else, the
doctors couldn't tell my why or help
me."

Fulmer is not alone

e is one of 410 people in 11 states
interviewed by The Tennessean who

are experiencing a pattern of unex¬
plained immune, respiratory and neuro¬

logical problems attacking their bodies
and minds. The newspaper found ill resi¬
dents and workers in Tennessee, Colo¬
rado, South Carolina, New Mexico,
Idaho, New York, California, Ohio, Ken¬
tucky, Texas, and Washington state. Ac¬
tivists believe many more people are suf¬
fering from the illnesses at these and
other weapons sites across the nation.
The illnesses, including tremors,

memory loss, debilitating fatigue, and an
array of breathing, muscular, and repro¬
ductive problems, mirror those found in
Oak Ridge.
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention, the nation's premier dis¬
ease tracking agency, is investigating the
Oak Ridge illnesses at the state's request.
The CDC began its probe in the neigh¬
borhood closest to the reservation and so
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sites. They have no evidence. Their belief
stems from what they see happening to
themselves and others. Their stories are

anecdotal, not scientific.
And that lies at the heart of their

struggle.
The government has traditionally re¬

quired proof of harm before medical help
is offered. So either the ill must prove
toxic exposure has hurt them - which sci¬
entists say they have little chance of do¬
ing - or hope the nationwill take action
now on anecdotal evidence and try to
help them. Leading scientists differ on
that issue.

"I empathize with people who are sick.
They want answers," says John Till,
president of the scientific research firm
Risk AssessmentCorp. in Neeses, S.C.,
which conducts studies for DOE. "But

you still have to go back and see if any re¬
leases could have caused health prob¬
lems."

Top DOE officials say that is exactly
the tack the department has chosen.
"Where there's a plausible connection

we'll follow up on it," says Peter Brush,
an attorney who, as acting assistant sec¬
retary for environment, safety and
health, is the department's top health of¬
ficial. Through ongoing studies, "we're
looking for some plausible connection
between the work that went on at these
sites and health consequences for work¬
ers or neighbors."
But these studies have not asked about

these ill people - instead they've focused
on such things as the levels of poison in
ants in Idaho and turtles in Tennessee.

CDC Deputy Director Dr. Claire
Broome says "Establishing an association
between exposures to environmental
hazards and chronic diseases is a com¬

plex area of scientific investigation." But
it is necessary to continue attempts "to
detect and investigate health problems
thatmay be associated with hazardous
exposures..."
Other top scientists say it is time to

consider helping the sick. "It's really in¬
appropriate for us to simply use science
as an out, and say 'We just don't under¬
stand this, we'll come back when we
do,'" says Dr. Bernard D. Goldstein, a
member of the National Academy of Sci¬
ences' Institute ofMedicine. "We have to

Photo by P. Casey Daley/The Tennessean

Donzettia Hill of Clinton, Tenn., whose brain sometimes tells her heart to
STOP BEATING, BEUEVES SHE IS ALIVE TODAY BECAUSE SHE GOT SPECIALIZED CARE.

far has found severe respiratory prob¬
lems in a third of the children there. The

probe continues. In a separate inquiry,
DOE has found higher than expected lev¬
els of bomb-grade uranium in the
Scarboro community.

They want answers
op scientists say the newspaper's
finding are disturbing.

"Four hundred people is a lot of
people," says GeorgeW. Lucier, director

of the environmental toxicology program
at the National Institute of Environmen¬

tal Health Sciences, one of the National
Institutes of Health. "It's not just two or
three. It is something widespread ... At
least the wheels should be set in motion
in which a team of physicians can go in
and look at thingsmore systematically."
Many of the ill believe their ailments

stem from exposure to dangerous sub¬
stances that were released into the envi¬

ronment around the nuclear weapons
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Bill PRIST

United States Senate “""ZZl
WASHINGTON, OC 20810-4209

Novemb«r2, 199*

The Honorable Doana E. Shalala
Secretary. Department ofHealth arxi Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington. D.C 20201

Dear Secretary Shalala

On September 29, 199S, reporters from The Tennessean described reports of a pattern of
illnesses among residents living near nuclear plants. The Tennessean staff interviewed 410
people living m 11 states The people report ailments including neurological problems, fatigue,
respiratory illness, and mujeillo-skeletal problems

1 am concerned about the number ofpeople and the spectrum of illness described in the
newspaper articles. I would like the agencies at Health and Human Services • the National
Institutes of Health, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry - to evaluate the data on which the report is based In
particular, I request that the agencies:

• assess the quality and usefrilness of the data on which the report is based,
• examine the data for any patterns of illness and assess whether there is sufficient data to

establish a relationship to the nuclear plants;
• summarize the current HHS studies that are currently underway at the 11 sites, and

whether the ongoing studies will address the health issues raised by the report;
• estimate how the key question raised by the newspaper articles - i e. whether th*r« is a

pattern of illnesses near nuclear plants - could be addressed in a potential study. The
response should include the likelihood of a study’s ability to find a pattern of illness and
whether it would be able to relate health outcomes to exposure to toxic products from
nuclear plants and a rough cost estimate for such a study; and

- describe any existing programs at th« three agencies that may help address the medical
needs of people living near nuclear plants.

The Termesuan has placed the data on which the story is based on their Internet site
(www.tennesscan.com) I appreciate your efforts to help address this important health issue.

Sincerely

at least be responsive to people now."
Dr. Howard Frumkin, chairman of en¬

vironmental and occupational health at
Atlanta's Emory University, who has
seen some of the ill, agrees: "The more I
hear about communities with self-identi¬
fied health problems, the more the anec¬
dotal evidence satisfiesme. One could ar¬

gue it's neglectful of the government not
to look at whether harm has been done to
these people. These aren't abstract health
worries."

A responsibility to care

any of the ill are longtime workers
at complexes opened during

WorldWar II or the ColdWar to produce
more than 70,000 nuclear weapons for
the nation's defense.

"We were saving America," says Ray
Guyer, 60, who worked at the Rocky
Flats complex near Denver more than 30
years. Doctors found radioactive pluto¬
nium in a bone spur from his knee, but
they can't explain his dizziness, numb¬
ness, rashes, or other health problems.
"We were young and believed in what

we were doing," he adds, his voice crack¬
ingwith emotion. "Now we just need
some help."
Political leaders, like scientists, have

differing views about what should be
done, or when. U.S. Sen. PattyMurray,
D-Wash., whose state is home to a major
nuclear weapons site, says: "I've been a
strong proponent of assuring people in¬
jured by their government receive medi¬
cal advice and assistance. Iwill encour¬

age the Department of Energy to care¬
fully review these findings and deter¬

mine how best to act."
U.S. Sen. Bill Frist, R-Tenn., the only

physician in the U.S. Senate, says, "It's
important that we find out if there is any

common denominator in the illnesses re¬

ported by some area residents. The health
complaints gathered from people living in
communities near nuclear plants certainly
raise questions. Before drawing any con¬
clusions, however, wemust be careful to
rely on scientific evidence."
Yet no one knows what can happen to

the human body if it is exposed to low
levels of many different toxic agents over
time. That, experts say, is the most likely
kind of exposure these people could
have.

They live in places contaminated by an
array of exotic metals and chemicals, a
spectrum of radioactive substances, and
common toxic agents used in wholly un¬
common quantities. Among these: radio¬
active elements like plutonium and ce¬
sium; chemical compounds, such as the

So either the ill must prove toxic
exposure has hurt them - which
scientists say they have little
chance of doing - or hope the
nation will take action now on

anecdotal evidence and

try to help them.
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"The government has both an
ethical and moral responsibility to
come forward and help them as a

public health policy, whether
specific links between the

illnesses and the weapons centers
can ever be established.”

solvent carbon tetrachloride and cancer-

causing PCBs; toxic metals, such as lead,
mercury, and arsenic.
Government officials acknowledge the

nuclear development sites are highly
contaminated and have launched billion-
dollar cleanup plans. But, they say, the
contamination rarely reached workers or
residents in amounts high enough to
harm them.

Hard to show cause and effect

few of the ill said their health prob¬
lems began three or four decades

ago. Most said symptoms began in the
1980s and 1990s.

Why would people be getting sick
now, years after ColdWar weapons pro¬
ductions ceased? And why would only
some be getting sick? Certainly, most
people around these sites remain
healthy.
"Those are two hard questions because

we don't know what controls" the start of

disease, says David Ozonoff, chairman of
Boston University's Department of Envi¬
ronmental Health and widely considered
a top expert in tracking disease and its
causes. "The easy part is conceiving that
it happens."
"Not everyone who smokes gets lung

cancer. And not everyone who gets
sneezed on gets a cold."
Few of the doctors to the ill will discuss

their health problems - and those who
will are at a loss to explain the cause.
"I have patients who live around

Rocky Flats," says Dr. JosephMontante,
a Boulder, Colo., physician. "They have
chronic cough, immune system suppres¬
sion, joint pain. But that's an area where
it's really hard to show cause and effect."
Dr. W.A. Shrader, a specialist in envi¬

ronmental medicine in Santa Fe, N.M.,
near the nation's first nuclear bomb lab,
says, "A lot of these patients have these
bizarre symptoms ... I feel the patients
aren't getting the information they need
to get to the specialists to get the help
they need."
Today, the ill have neither a national

network nor a united voice to find out

what is going so terribly wrong with
their health.

"I rarely leave the house, except for go¬

ing to the doctor or the hospital - that's a
pretty lonely life," says Gay Brown, 57,
who grew up near the Oak Ridge nuclear
reservation. She was a special education
teacher before becoming totally disabled
in 1977 by illnesses she describes as
"weird things going on in my blood and
immune system. My bones and muscles
hurt so bad at times, I can't stand to be
touched. I've got awful skin rashes that
won't go away. There's the thyroid prob¬
lems, memory loss, blackouts...oh, just
about everything is breaking down, in¬
side and out."

In many cases, the ill were not aware
scores of others in their own communi¬

ties are suffering like them.
As news of the health problems

around the nuclear complexes inches its
way to the nation's top medical and sci¬
entific communities, more and more ex¬

perts have begun to call for immediate
action.

"It is criminal - there is no doubt these

people are sick and need help," says Dr.
Victor Sidel, a former president of the
American Public Health Association and

distinguished professor of social medi¬
cine at New York City's Albert Einstein
College ofMedicine at the Montefiore
Medical Center.

Sidel, who is also a co-founder of the
Nobel Prize-winning activist organiza¬
tion Physicians for Social Responsibility,
adds: "The government has both an ethi¬
cal and moral responsibility to come for¬
ward and help them as a public health

policy, whether specific links between
the illnesses and the weapons centers can
ever be established."
Nuclear engineer Arjun Makhijani,

president of the nonprofit Institute for
Energy and Environmental Research, is
equally direct: "These nuclear weapons
establishments may have harmed the
very people that nuclear weapons are
supposed to protect. Exposure to these
poisons has posed severe health prob¬
lems for thousands of people living in
and around weapons production and
testing sites."
"It is time for the U.S. government to

take that responsibility, to take these ill¬
nesses realistically and to help the sick
people."
Emory's Frumkin says these people

are different: "They were exposed to ex¬
cess risk on behalf of the country. If the
government did something thatmight
have harmed them, it owes a special debt
to these people."
Fulmer, from his Aiken home in the

shadows of the Savannah River site's
now-still reactors, reflects on what could
be. "I'd love to be well," he says finally.
"I'd love for the government to look into
all these problems and maybe find a way
to figure outwhat's going wrong - and to
help us, if anyone can."
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Mining the
Mountains

Strip mining and mountaintop
removal has communities facing off

against King Coal
By Ken Ward, Jr.

Charleston Gazette / Sunday Gazette-Mail
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In his series "Mining the Mountains," Ken Ward, Jr., of
the CharlestonGazette (W. Va.), assembled an enormous
amount ofpreviously unavailable information about the
growth ofstripmining in West Virginia and thefailures of
government to properly regulate mine operators.
Drawing on Ward's research, the West Virginia High¬

lands Conservancy and a group ofprivate citizens, suc¬
cessfully suedfederal and state agencies, forcing them to
admit that have not properly enforced strip-mining laws.
Thefollowing article, thefirst in the series, introduces
several of the important issues and players in this ongoing
struggle.

SHARPLES, W.Va. -On a cold rainy
night last December [1997], more than
125 people gathered to talk about a strip
mine. They came from Blair, Clothier,
and Sharpies to pack the bleachers of an
elementary school gym.
Just over the ridge from the school,

Arch Coal, Inc. had stripped 2,500 acres
of the Logan County hills around Blair
Mountain. The company has applied for
a permit to mine 3,200 more. If state regu¬
lators approve the new permit, giant
shovels and bulldozers will eventually
lop off the mountaintops of an area as big
as 4,500 football fields.
Residents of the tiny communities

alongW.Va. Highway 17 complained
Arch Coal's existingmine already makes
their lives miserable.Why, they asked
regulators at the hearing, should the
company get a permit to mine more?
Melvin Cook of Blair was the first to

walk across the gym floor to a micro¬
phone and speak up. He complained
about the blasting. Arch Coal dynamites
rock formations to loosen them, to make
it easier to get at the coal underneath.
Residents say the blasts toss rocks and
dust into neighboring communities.
Residents also say blasts shake their
homes, crack foundations, and damage
water wells.

"You can't bear it," Cook said. "It has
torn my house all to pieces."

JamesWeekly told regulators he's
worried the new mine will spread prob¬
lems toward his home up Pigeon Roost
Hollow north of Blair. "We need some
laws changed on this stripping," Weekly
said.

Dozens of United MineWorkers also
filled the gym bleachers. Theminers said
they wanted jobs at the new mine. But
they agreed the company should make
suremining doesn't disturb area resi¬
dents.
"I think you need to spend a whole lot

more time and appoint a committee or
something or somebody to check this
out," said Charles Kimbler, a UMW local
president.
More and more coalfield residents are

turning out for hearings like the one in
Sharpies. Regulators and the media are

paying more attention, too. Strip mining
is a big issue again.

Larger than Logan
n the late 1960s and early 1970s, people
complained about strip mining all the

time. Activists packed courthouses to
lobby against it. Housewives sat down
on dirt roads to block coal trucks and
bulldozers.

By 1977, Congress was forced to pass
the SurfaceMine Control and Reclama¬

tion Act to protect coalfield residents and
the environment. Since then, strip mining

has boomed. Thirty years ago, only about
10 percent ofWest Virginia coal produc¬
tion came from strip operations.
Today, strip mining accounts for

roughly a third of all coal produced in
the state.

Earth-moving machines used by coal
companies have gotten bigger and big¬
ger. They tower over old-time shovels
and bulldozers that stripped coal off hill¬
sides. Today, a few skilled miners work¬
ing these machines can literally move
mountains.

Since 1981, nearly 500 square miles of
the state - an area larger than Logan
County - has been strip mined, accord¬
ing to the U.S. Office of SurfaceMining.
In the last five years alone, the average
size of new mining permits issued each
year has doubled, to more than 450 acres,
according to the state Division of Envi¬
ronmental Protection. Last year, DEP is¬
sued new permits totaling 31 square
miles, an area larger than the city of
Charleston.

For the most part, this mining boom
went on without public outcry. A few en¬
vironmental activists and industry lob¬
byists wrangled aboutmining rules in
Capitol corridors. Government regula¬
tors and company lawyers negotiated
permits in obscure court hearings. But
most people thought the 1977 federal law
would rein in the strip miners.
In the last two years, that changed.
Dozens of activists turned out for a

"Citizen Strip Mine Tour" to see first¬
hand the effects ofmining on coalfield
communities. Hundreds attended a fo¬

rum in Huntington to learn about envi¬
ronmental dangers of "mountaintop re¬
moval" mining.
Residents ofMingo, Logan, and Boone

counties came to Charleston several

times this year to lobby the Legislature
for toughermining laws. A group of
them drove toWashington, D.C., in Janu¬
ary to complain to their congressman.
Coal operators say all this attention is

unwarranted. Some have hauled out
standard jobs-vs.-the-environment argu¬
ments. Others insist the fight over stop¬
ping strip mining ended decades ago—
and that they won.
Officials of a few strip-mining compa-

46 • SOUTHERN EXPOSURE FALL 1999



nies welcomed a closer look. Arch Coal,
for example, says scrutiny will show they
mine without permanently scarring the
land.

"I want everybody to understand that
we have been trying to work with the
community," said John McDaniel, a top
Arch Coal engineer. "It's not as one¬
sided as everybody tries to make it ap¬
pear."
Government officials offermixed

views. Some regulators turned to pub¬
licly touting their own hard work. Others
are offended by the suggestion they do
not adequately protect the environment.
A few have privately regrouped to see if
more needs to be done.

"We think we're doing a daggone
good job, but we could always do better,"
said John Ailes, chief of the DEP Office of
Mining and Reclamation.
There's little doubt the federal strip¬

mining law has made improvements. All
mines must get permits from the state or
federal government. Operators are re¬
quired to protect water quality and re¬
claim mined land. Regulators conduct
frequent inspections. Renegade opera¬
tors are banned from the business.

But coalfield residents, environmental
lawyers, and regulatory experts have
raised serious questions about whether
this program works. They ask:

■ Is the mining law properly enforced
by state regulators? Is more federal over¬
sight needed? Or is the law obsolete and
unable to control today's huge
mountaintop removal jobs?
■ Are operatorsmaking coalfield com¬
munities unlivable? Does blasting dimin¬
ish the quality of life? And what about
the threat that large valley fillswill col¬
lapse onto or flood homes?
■ Can much of the state's valuable low-
sulfur coal only be economically mined
by huge machines? Or could operators
get at this coal without doing as much
damage? Could they use underground
mining instead and providemore jobs?
■ Can company engineers literally turn
mountains upside down and return the
land to a usable form? Would sharp
peaks be better if they were flattened for
shpping malls, factories, and schools? Or

is strip mining forever ruining West
Virginia's hills and streams?

"It's no longer something that is just
happening in a little hollow where two or
three people are being hurt," said Cindy
Rank, mining chair of theWest Virginia
Highlands Conservancy. "It's a bigger is¬
sue now."

Spoil and overburden
y late 1995, Arch Coal subsidiary
HobetMining, Inc., had strip-mined

nearly 10,000 acres of Boone County hills
and hollows. The company was ready to
move west across the Mud River into

Lincoln County. In January 1996, Hobet
proposed a new operation. The
WestridgeMine would strip 2,000 acres
and produce more than 3.2 million tons
of coal every year for about a decade.
Hobet needed somewhere to put the

mountains removed to reach the coal.

Coal operators call these mountains
overburden. Much of this rock and earth
- operators call it spoil once they dig it up
- is normally dumped into nearby hol¬

lows in piles called valley fills.
In this case, Hobet wanted to fill 21/4

miles ofConnelly Branch with enough
spoil to fill 1.1 million railroad cars, a
train that would stretch from Charleston

toMyrtle Beach, S.C., and back a dozen
times.

The U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency objected.
"Connelly Branch is the longest stream

inWest Virginia that has ever been pro¬
posed to be covered by a valley fill to our
knowledge," EPA Region III water divi¬
sion Director A1Morris wrote to the state

in September 1996. "The loss ofConnelly
Branch could possibly affect aquatic life
in the Mud River, particularly in combi¬
nationwith other existing and proposed
valley fills in the watershed."
Morris said IPA would not allow the

permit to be issued unless HobetMining
considered alternative ways to dispose of
the mine spoil. He also said the state
must agree to study long-term valley-fill
environmental impacts.
In February 1997, EPA backed off.

Hobet agreed to make a few minor
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Vicky Moore said blasting dust is
often so thick she can’t see her

neighbors’ homes. She has to turn
on headlights to drive.

changes in the valley fill. The company,
for example, would do periodic testing to
see if the fill harmed theMud River
downstream. No one performed any in-
depth studies of valley-fill environmen¬
tal effects.
Fourmonths later, in June, EPA ob¬

jected to another valley-fill permit. A.T.
Massey wanted to fill in a two-mile seg¬
ment of James Creek along the Boone-Ra-
leigh county border. This time, EPA offi¬
cials suggested Massey should consider
"not mining parts of coal seams where
stream filling is necessary for excess
overburden disposal."
In August, EPA backed off again. The

agency "concluded that there do not ap¬
pear to be options for further reducing
the fill length, other than significantly
changing the amount and type of
mining.
"[But] we are still very concerned

about the disturbing trend toward larger
fills and increased stream impacts by coal
companies, and wish to work closely
with DEP to prevent these impacts where
possible," EPA added.
More than sevenmonths later, EPA of¬

ficials still say they are worried about the
growing size of valley fills and cumula¬
tive effects of strip mining on water qual¬
ity. (Asked for his general impression of
strip mining, Gov. Cecil Underwood said
it would be good for long-term economic
development efforts. "My view of
mountaintop removal is it creates a lot of
artificially flat land in places we don't
have flat land.")

"More than a headache"

or years, DEP and coal industry
lobby groups co-sponsored an an¬

nual mine tour. It focused on successful
reclamation projects and advances in

mining technology.
Wendy Radcliff, DEP's environmental

advocate, wanted to show the other side.
So inmid-August, reporters, citizens,
and DEP officials piled into four-wheel-
drive vehicles and visited coalfield
trouble spots.
In Logan County, the group parked in

the gravel lot at the Blair PostOffice.
CarlosGore told them about an Arch
Coal blast that tossed rocks bigger than
softballs into his backyard.
"If a rock this big hits you or your car

or your house, you're going to have more
than a headache," Gore said. "It's going
to ruin your whole week, because there's
going to be a funeral."
Vicky Moore said blasting dust is often

so thick she can't see her neighbors'
homes. She has to turn on headlights to
drive.

"The surfacemining law is designed to
protect people," said PatMcGinley, a
WVU law professorwho represents
Moore in a suit against Arch Coal.
"It's designed to protect communities

and it's designed to protect the environ¬
ment," he said. "But it's not being en¬
forced."
Coal industry lobbyists Bill Raney and

Ben Greene stood at the edge of the post
office parking lot and listened to the resi¬
dents' stories.
"Of course you have sympathy for

them," said Raney, who is president of
theWest Virginia Coal Association.
"But the one thing that strikes me is

that there was no malice intended,"
Raney said. "No one in the industry sets
out in the morning to do something like
that."

A few weeks later, Greene's group, the
West VirginiaMining and Reclamation
Association, attacked the DEP tour.

"The citizens' tour appears to be the
culmination of a well-coordinated, sum¬
mer long, anti-coal campaign," the news¬
letter said. "All signs point to a regional
campaign, withWest Virginia as the fo¬
cal point. Just because you're paranoid
doesn't mean they're not out to get you."

"Blasting scares me"
ayla Bragg and Dustin Moore could
barely reach the microphone in the

House of Delegates chamber. They drove
to Charleston with their parents for a
public hearing in late February. The
Braggs, the Moores and other coalfield
residents wanted the Legislature to crack
down on strip-mine blasting.
Currently, it's almost impossible to

prove thatmine blasting damaged
nearby homes. A bill sponsored by Del¬
egate Arley Johnson (D-Cabell) would
have fixed that. Under the bill, any struc¬
tural damage that did not exist prior to
mining would be presumed to have been
caused by blasting. The bill would apply
to homes within 5,000 feet of blasting
sites.

"Blasting scares me and I can't breathe
good when it stirs up the dust," said
Dustin, an 8-year-old asthmatic whose
mother is Vicky Moore. "One day a blast
went off and knocked my school picture
down."

Kayla, a 10-year-old from Beech Creek
inMingo County, said, "When a blast
goes off, I get scared because the win¬
dows shake. I would very much appreci¬
ate it if you would pass this blasting bill."
The blasting bill did not pass. The Leg¬

islature agreed to study the issue for a
year inmonthly interim committee meet¬
ings.
"The coal industry killed our blasting

bill, and then they fought hard to kill this
study resolution," said Jack Caudill, a
West Virginia Organizing Project activ¬
ist. "It's about time the Legislature did at
least one small thing for the common
people."
Coal industry lobbyists had a bill they

wanted the Legislature to pass, too. The
measure would make itmuch easier for

companies to fill in streams with excess
rock and earth from big strip mines.
Federal regulators opposed the bill.
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Arch Coal, Inc/s Hobet 21 mine has stripped more than 10,000 acres of hills in Boone County, West Virginia.

Citizens and environmental activists

fought it. Top state DEP officials, includ¬
ing Deputy DirectorMark Scott and wa¬
ter office chief Barb Taylor, testified
against it.
Two days before the session ended,

DEP Director John Caffrey intervened.
Caffrey said publicly that his agency
wasn't opposed to the bill. Scott and Tay¬

lor weren't speaking for the agency when
they testified against it, Caffrey said.
House Speaker Bob Kiss, D-Raleigh,

pushd the legislation. K.O. Damron, lob¬
byist for A.T. Massey, was its biggest ad¬
vocate among industry officials. On the
last night of the session, the bill was ap¬
proved.
Rank, the Highlands Conservancy

member, wasn't surprised. But she said
the fight over strip mining is nowhere
near over.

"I think the industry is losing the
fight," she said last week. "They're losing
in the public eye. They're losing on legal
grounds. They're losing on technical
grounds and scientific grounds. So they
chose to take the battle to where they
have the most power the political process
at the Legislature and among the people
who run the DEP."

"But the rest of the world is beginning
to understand there are problems," she
said. "Everyone has to become more
aware ofwhat's going on. If people don't
see it, [coal companies] will just keep do¬
ing what they're doing.''

Coal industry lobbyists had a bill
they wanted the Legislature to
pass, too. The measure would

make it much easier for companies
to fill in streams with excess rock

and earth from big strip mines.
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First Prize
Special
Catagory:
Hate Crimes

u

At 11,
lilllcsl Shooter

had a Ufe
ofGuns

One community's story in the tide of school violence
By Jim Adams

The Courier-Journal (Louisville, Ky.)
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In the midst of the recent wave ofschool shootings, but be¬
fore the tragic killings in Littleton, Colorado, the Louisville
Courier-Journal decided to explore possible answers
through a massive project of "shoe-leather journalism."
Without preconceived ideas, without even a working titlefor
the series, the Courier-Journal sent teams ofreporters into
thefield in four towns - Paducah, Ky., Pearl, Miss.,
Jonesboro, Ark., and Springfield, Ore. - to seek out "the
roots ofschool violence."
In 28 articles by Jim Adams, James Malone, Rochelle

Riley, and C. RayHall, the series covered a vast array of
subjects, explanations, and solutions. Thefollowing excerpt
covers one of the most important issues raised by the
shootings, the problem ofgun proliferation and control, but
also addresses the stereotyping ofSouthern culture as "irre¬
sponsible" and "gun-happy."

JONESBORO, Ark. - On his way to
school, the small, skinny boy was strug¬
gling through the pines, oaks and sweet
gums when he and his pal came to a
fence in the woods. It was all he could do
to climb it, so heavy was the load they
were hauling: three rifles, seven hand¬
guns and at least 487 rounds of ammuni¬
tion.

Two bullets for every child enrolled at
WestsideMiddle School.
Thewiry boy with the fragile looks,

Andrew Golden, wasmerely 11 years
old, and he seemed a full head shorter
than his 13-year-old friend. But he'd
played no small role in a burglary by
crowbar thatmorning at the home of a
sworn lawman for the Arkansas Game
and FishCommission - his own grandfa¬
ther, Doug Golden. The boys had walked
outwith seven guns. Before that, they'd
lifted three handguns from Andrew's
home while his parents were at their jobs
as small-town postmasters.
Each boy - Drew, as he is called, and

Mitchell Johnson - was known for a love

of shooting. Butwith Golden, the passion
for hunting, shooting and weaponry was
a deep family tradition.

So after the boys had lugged the
Golden family arsenal over the fence in
the woods and opened fire upon
Westside Middle School, the big issue for
a lot of people was guns - an 11-year-old
and his life with guns.
At the time, the boy's grandfather

thought he could shed light on things.
Doug Golden began talking to the press
about Drew - the boy who had just car¬
ried his surname and his carbine into an

ignominious place in Arkansas history.
The family photo album was opened,

and a nation was aghast:
ToddlerDrew in full grin, circa 1990,

dressed in camouflage and hugging what
appeared to be a firearm.
Clean-cut Drew, circa 1992, in a two-

handed firing position, aiming what ap¬
peared to be a pistol.
Young Drew, dressed in cowboy garb,

holding what appeared to be a shotgun
that was almost as long as he was tall.

A myopic Doug Golden had controlled
the facts, but not the spin. He'd wanted
the world to see the child inside the
shooter: the trumpet player, the boy who
knew and respected the power of weap¬
ons. To see that guns weren't the issue.
But, even if the guns in the photos

weren't real - at least one was a studio

prop -much of the outside world still
saw a gun-happy child being raised in an
irresponsible Southern culture. Now the
culture had a poster boy.
"Armed & Dangerous," declared the

cover of Time magazine, showing a tiny,
camo-clad Arkansan, Drew. Doug
Golden may now wish he'd never
opened hismouth.
One recent autumn afternoon, a great

cloud of yellow dust trailed Doug
Golden's official green pickup truck
along the gravel road as he arrived at the
headquarters of a state wildlife manage¬
ment area he oversees near this northeast
Arkansas Town. Waiting for him were a

couple of visitors from a newspaper in
Kentucky, wanting to talk about his
grandson.
"Let me get out of this truck so I can

whoop both of you," Golden said, leav¬
ing his sidearm on the console and his
shotgun propped against the passenger's
seat. Then a broad smile crossed his face.
A leathery, barrel-chested man inside a
khaki uniform, Golden lit a cigarette,
buried it deep between two beefy fingers,
and listened to a reporter's plea. Finally,
he said his lawyer advised him not to dis¬
cuss Drew anymore.
The following evening, supper was in¬

terrupted by a knock on the door of
Drew's parents, the only home Drew had
ever known, a one-story, ranch-style
house with a stone facade. Nothing on
the exterior says it's also the registered
office of a local pistol-shooters' club.
At the front door, the man who had

taught his boy how to shoot listened to
yet another request to talk about Drew
and his life here. One hand on the door,
Dennis Golden stood patiently, chewing
a bite of his meal, while behind him the
house was still, except for the noiseless
movements of a woman seated at a table.
It's an empty nest, now that Drew is
gone.
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Arkansas Shooting: THE FACTS

When: Tuesday, March 24,1998, about 12:30 p.m. It was the second day of classes
after spring break.

Where: Jonesboro, Ark., at the Westside Middle School, in the center of the 75-acre
Westside school district complex about fourmiles west of the city limits.
The campus is in a distinctly rural setting. The curving road along the front
of the campus is paved, but dusty, gravel county roads run behind the cam¬
pus, and fields of soybeans and rice dominate the landscape. The terrain is
flat. The schools are brick and modern in design.

What happened: Andrew Golden, an 11-year-old sixth-grader, and Mitchell Johnson, a 13-
year-old seventh-grader, hauled 10 guns and a large amount of ammunition
towithin 100 yards of themiddle-school building. Golden entered the
middle school, pulled a fire alarm and then ran from the school to rejoin
Johnson on a sloping, wooded piece of ground.
After many of the students responded to the alarm and filed out of the
school, the boys opened fire. Police think the boys fired at least 22 times, be¬
cause that's how many spent casings were found.

The toll: Five dead, all female; four of them students and one a teacher. Ten others -
nine students, one teacher, nine female - were wounded.

The case: At a final "adjudication" hearing Aug. 11,1998,Mitchell pleaded guilty to
deliquency and tearfully expressed remorse. Andrew, silent and dispas¬
sionate, was declared delinquent by the judge, a ruling his attorney has ap¬
pealed. Both boys are to be confined until age 18, and possibly 21.

- Jim Adams

"I ain't got anything to say," Dennis
Golden finally said.

Twyla Clevenger has fond recollec¬tions of her years living next door
to Dennis Golden, who is now 41 years
old, and Patricia Golden, now 45. "Real
nice people," Clevenger said. "They had
a very typical family life."
Clevenger watched as both Goldens

filled weekendswith garage sales, yard
work and Sunday dinners. Dennis some¬
times rode Drew on an off-road vehicle

up and down Royale Drive - a ramrod-
straight dead end with one Baptist
church and 21 small and medium-sized

houses, the kind of place teachers and
police officers call home.
Clevenger said that after she and her

husband separated, DennisGolden

helped her son, Josh, with the nuances of
lawn mover repair and go-cart mainte¬
nance. Dennis also at times set up a bale
of hay in his back yard and taught
Clevenger's two older children how to
shoot a bow and arrow.

Clevenger said Pat Golden had two
children from a previous marriage, but
Andrew was the only child she and Den¬
nis have had in 16 years ofmarriage.
Drew, now 12, and Clevenger's daugh¬
ter, Jamie, "basically grew up together,"
until Twyla Clevenger and her children
moved away in 1995.
Jamie's older brother and sister

"would eat dinner at the Goldens' a lot,"
Twyla Clevenger said. "When I found
out Dennis had guns, that was a big issue
withme." But she said her worry eased
when she learned that "he was very strict
with those guns" and kept them locked
up.

Twyla and Jamie Clevenger both recall
problems with Drew, although nothing
anyone saw as omens ofmajor crime.
Drew sometimes cursed. "I know Pat

hated it," Twyla Clevenger said. Drew
also was once asked to leave a day-care
center because of misbehavior - vulgar
language and fighting, as Clevenger un¬
derstood what Pat Golden told her. "She

was embarrassed about it," Clevenger
said.

And there was the thing about Fluffy.
Jamie said that when she was about 7,

she found her favorite cat lying in a trash
can and picked him up, not realizing
Fluffy was dead. "Drew told me he shot
the catwith a pellet gun," Jamie
Clevenger said.
Two other children came running

when they heard Jamie scream: neighbor
Jenna Brooks and her visiting cousin,
Brynn Brooks. Jenna Brooks, some six

52 • SOUTHERN EXPOSURE FALL 1999



Five died in Jonesboro, Arkansas, on March 24,1998 — four students
AND ONE TEACHER.

years later, would be shot through the
thigh in theWestside assault, and Brynn
Brooks' younger sister, Natalie, would be
killed.

Whether Drew really killed Fluffywith
a pellet gun isn't an established fact.
Jamie said she saw no blood, and there
were no witnesses.

But not long before, Twyla Clevenger
said, she did watch Drew push kittens
belonging to the Clevengers head-first
into the diamond-shaped openings of a
chain-link fence, then tap them with the
heel of his hand to pop them through.
Clevenger said they weren't hurt.
Since the shootings, several people in

the nieghborhood have described Drew
as quite typical. "Drew's just like all the
other little boys I've ever had," said
neighbor Judy Crowell, a first-grade
teacher atWestside Elementary.
But Twyla Clevenger came to view

Drew as "a littlemore uncontrollable...

Drew's not just high-activity. It was more
mischievous."

And another neighbor, Debbie Wis¬
dom, came to view him as flatly sinister.
Wisdom's home is a gathering spot for
children, but "I'd tell my two (children),
'You're not to play with Drew, I don't
want him inmy yard,"' she said.
"There was something about Drew's

eyes I didn't trust. I'm telling you, there
was evil in his eyes." On two or three oc¬
casions, when he was very young - 5, she
guessed - Drew made obscene gestures
to her when she drove past,Wisdom
said.

For years, she said, it seemed that
Drew's parents would not allow him to
leave their yard without them. The
Goldens "are sweet people," Wisdom
said. "But they don't need to deny that
their child has a problem."
Other episodes, innocent enough in

isolation, have taken on almost legend¬

ary proportions around town:
Drew sometimes wore a sheathed

hunting knife around Royale Drive. In
the first grade, Drew was paddled after
shooting a sand-and-pea-gravelmix into
a girl's facewith a popgun. On another
occasion, for a school project, he invented
a script for a "Quick Draw McGraw"
puppet show that ended with a gun
battle.

Jonesboro debates whether all that
means Drew was obsessed with guns or
not, but clearly he was around them. The
Golden home is registered with the state
of Arkansas as the office of the Jonesboro
Practical Pistol Shooters Association, and
Dennis Golden became its registered
agent when it incorporated in 1995. It's
affiliated with a national group, the U.S.
Pistol Shooters Association, and today
meets many weekends in an old gravel
pit in nearby Bono, Ark. Shooters are
timed as they fire from behind obstacles
at cardboard or metal targets, whichmay
be rigged to move, bob or swing.
While they seem to come and go with

their heads down a lot these days,
Patricia and Dennis Golden did reflect

publicly on their son once, through their
lawyer's pleading in a lawsuit filed
against them: "Despite their (the
Goldens') best efforts, something went
terribly wrong in the mind of Andrew
Golden to cause the infliction of such

tragedy and horror."
In other words: Andrew's mind is the

issue. Not guns.
The day of the Westside shooting, the

two boys tried and failed to get into Den¬
nis Golden's combination-lock gun safe,
which held his long guns and at least one
gun belonging to Drew. A family friend
said the fact Drew didn't know the com¬

bination is evidence ofDennis Golden's

prudence.
Another person familiar with the day's

events said that after the boys broke into
the home ofDoug Golden, they found a
rack of rifles with a padlocked steel cable
threaded through the guns' trigger
guards. But, this person said, Drew knew
the key to the lock could be found above
the rack.

In boyish hands, then, were the rifles
that would kill five and wound 10.

I

At the front door, the man who had
taught his boy how to shoot

listened to yet another request to
talk about Drew and his life here.
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ATTENTION Newspaper Writers and Editors

The Institute for Southern Studies now invites
submissions for 1999

SouthernJournalism
Awards

“The Best of the Southern Press”

The Southern Journalism Awards - now in their 12^ year - honor the
South’s best journalism in daily and weekly newspapers. This presti¬
gious and unique contest offers cash prizes totaling $4000; award
certificates will be presented in the spring of 2000. Excerpts from a
selection of the winning entries will appear in a 2000 edition of the
Institute’s quarterly journal, Southern Exposure.

Submissions for the 1999 awards are now invited in two categories:

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING

This category honors individual articles, or a series of articles, that critically examine the politics,
practices and accountability of public and private decision-makers and institutions.

NEW APPROACHES TO JUSTICE

This year’s special topic looks for articles, or a series of articles, that offer in-depth and critical report¬
ing on prison conditions, prison policy, and the economics and politics of prison development, as well
as analysis of creative alternatives to incarceration and new approaches to crime prevention.

EEIC$i! !EI liL*i IT

Entries may be submitted by anyone for articles published between July 1, 1998 and December
31, 1999 in a newspaper in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Missis¬
sippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia.
Entries will be judged in four separate divisions:
♦ Dailies with Sunday circulation over 100,000;
♦ Dailies with Sunday circulation between 30,000 and 100,000;
♦ Dailies with Sunday circulation under 30,000; and,
♦ Weekly newspapers

PRIZES

A prize of $500 will be awarded to the writer of the first-place winning entry in each category in
each division. The first, second, and third place winners will also receive a certificate announcing
their awards.

DEADLINE

Entries must be received by January 15, 2000. Please write, email or call now to receive an entry
form or for other contest details.

Southern Journalism Awards • PO Box 531 • Durham, NC 27702
(919) 419-8311 x40 sja@i4south.org
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What classic issues are you missing from the last 25 years?
Now you can order back editions from the

Southern Exposure Library
Choose individual issues — or for a better deal,

pick sets ofyour favorites from these areas of interest.
SOUTHERN HISTORY

AND CULTURE
Set of six: $25

When Old Worlds Meet
On the 500th anniversary of
the “discovery” of North
America, we explore the his¬
tory and culture of the origi¬
nal Southerners— Native

Americans— from Columbus

to the present. Comes with a
resources packet on Native
Americans. Great for high
school and college teachers.
(Issue #87) $5

Liberating Our Past
A comprehensive reader of
400 years of Southern history
you weren't taught in school:
the first Indian revolt, black
freedom struggles on the eve
of white independence, lives
of slave women, a planter’s
view of justice, anti-labor vio¬
lence, racism vs. unionism,
sexual politics, and lynching.
(Issue #54) $5

No More Moanin’
A classic 225 page oral his¬
tory special on Southerners
and the Great Depression: or¬
ganizing sharecroppers, coal
mining wars (1890-1930),
the 1929 Gastonia strike, the
first sit-down of auto workers,
slavery, Louisiana’s Liana Co¬
operative, and the 1919
Knoxville race riots.

(Issue#3-4) $10

The War Within
A look at the lingering legacy
of the Civil War, examining
what it means to say the
South “lost" a war that abol¬

ished slavery; today’s battles
over the use of the Confeder¬

ate flag and other Civil War
symbols. (Issue #79) $5

Black, White, and Brown
An examination of what has

changed since the 1954 land¬
mark Supreme Court ruling,
Brown v. Board of Education,
which helped spark the civil
rights movement and dis¬
mantle state-sanctioned

apartheid. (Issue #96) $5

Mark of the Beast

Thorough coverage of the re¬

surgence of the Ku Klux Klan:
history, confrontations In Mis¬
sissippi and elsewhere, a
compelling interview by Studs
Terkel, “Why I Quit the Klan,”
and "lessons from a History of
Struggle.” Also, the union-
busting consultants who
thwart labor organizing today.
(Issue #30) $5. Limited sup¬

ply available.

THE ENVIRONMENT
Set of six: $25

Eminent Domain
The great Southern Tradition
of displacing people for their
land. Whether it was the TVA

flooding land for hydroelectric
power, or the government
turning small farms into the
Great Smoky Mountains Na¬
tional park, we ask who ben¬
efited, who didn't, and at
what cost? Charlotte Pritt,
West Virginia's populist can¬
didate for governor, writes
about a successful commu¬

nity fight against a massive
power line. (Issue #100) $5.

Tower ofBabel
A comprehensive tour
through the nuclear power in¬
dustry, from uranium mining
to waste disposal, Including
Southern centers of nuclear

bomb and reactor production.
Also, a company-by-company
profile of Southern utilities.
Used as a handbook for con¬

sumers, utility fighters, envi¬
ronmentalists, and nuclear
power opponents.
(Issue #28) $5

Coastal Affair
New currents on the South’s

coast-barrier Island develop¬
ment, beach access, fishing
communities. Immigrants, en¬
dangered life, coastal
folktales, Oregon Inlet, Hilton
Head, Gulf Coast oil fields,
plus state-by-state coast pro¬
files from the Chesapeake to
the Rio Grande. A glorious
celebration of the Southern

shore. (Issue #39) $5

Our Promised Land
A landmark issue—225

pages on agribusiness, coop¬
eratives, black land loss, land
use legislation, mountain de¬
velopers, urban alternatives,
and Indian lands. Plus a 65

page state-by-state analysis
of land ownership and land-
based industries, with charts
on coal, timber, oil, and
agribusiness corporations.
(Issue #6-7) $10

Our Food, Our Common
Ground
An examination of the exist¬

ing crisis prone food system,
hunger, and community self-
reliance. Inspiring stories
about producer and consumer
crops, organic farmers and

harvesters of wild plants. Ex¬
pose of the South’s premiere
agribusiness—the poultry in¬
dustry—and on government
collusion In the slave trade of

migrant laborers.
(Issue #48) $5

Clean Dream

History of the environmental
justice movement: profiles of
poor people and people of
color in grassroots communi¬
ties fighting for their lives as
poisonous industry and waste
facilities invade their commu¬

nities; 17 principles of the en¬
vironmental Justice move¬

ment. (Issue #94) $5

20th Anniversary Issue
An outstanding double Issue
with highlights from the first
20 years of Southern Expo¬
sure, featuring Anne Braden,
John Egerton, John Gaventa,
Leah Wise, Denise Giardina,
Studs Terkel, Stetson
Kennedy, Ben Chavis, Mab
Segrest, Louis Dubose, Julian
Bond, Peter Wood, Alice
Walker, Jacqueline Hall, Mimi
Conway, and a host of others.
(Issue #91-92) $10
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Here Come a Wind
A 225-page compendium on
the labor movement in the
South: J.P. Stevens, runaway
shops, workers using OSHA
and EEOC. Oral histories and

profiles of union members.
Section on labor education,
and a 30 page book on Harlan
County, 1930-74.
(Issue #13) $10

Sunbelt Blues
An in-depth look at changes
in the Southern workforce
from the 1960s to the ‘90s;
working conditions in labor
pools to confessions of a
union buster and a look at

what has happened tojobs in
the region. (Issue #81) $5

Working Women
A resource guide with a lot of
personal testimonies. What
are our rights? How do we or¬

ganize? What are other
women doing that works?
(Issue#36) $5

EXPOSED

Proud Threads
Two decades after the land¬

mark labor victory at J.P.
Stevens, textile workers have
continued gaining ground as
we take a look at the fabric of
life in Southern mill towns.

(Issue #95) $5

BuildingSouth
Urban decay and neighbor¬
hood preservation, landscape
design and rural develop¬
ment. Kentucky Fried design
and mill village restoration,
Army Corps of Engineers wa¬
terway projects and
craftbuilders, old and new.

(Issue #29) $5.

Fishy Business
The catfish industry is boom¬
ing—overtaking cotton as the
Mississippi Delta’s leading
crop—but the plantation men¬

tality remains. White profits,
black labor: the crippling of a
work force; the Delta Pride
Strike: workers and activists
organize a “second civil
rights movement.’’ Also, ex¬
cerpts from the 1991-1992
Green Index. (Issue #85) $5

PO LITICS
Set of Three: $10

Elections
A user manual on the elec¬

toral process and the political
system. Includes a look at
the New Right, coalition

building strategies for local
political control, stories of
campaigns won and lost, and
the strategies behind them.
(Issue #49) $4

Money and Politics
The Institute for Southern
Studies’ two-year investiga¬
tion of special interest influ¬
ences on politics and
cronyism. What do bigshots
give and what do they get in
return? A look at public fi¬
nancing and other reforms.
(Issue #88) $5

The Globalization Game

Why are Southern states
spending billions in give¬
aways to lure multinational
corporations? An analysis of
winners, losers of the global¬
ization game—and how citi¬
zens can change the rules.
(Issue #112) $5

Set of four: $18

Poverty, Inc.
Winner of the 1994 John

Hancock Award for Excel¬
lence in Business and Finan¬
cial Journalism and one of

Project Censored’stop 10
most underreported stories.
This issue examines the cycle
created by lenders that
charge exorbitant rates to
poor people and the ways citi¬
zens are fighting back. (Issue
#93) $5

Punishing the Poor
This award-winning special
section examines mandated

state-run “workfare” pro¬

grams that are punishing the
people they were designed to
help. Also how Food Lion
treats its workers.

(Issue #84) $5

LABOR AND THE
ECONOMY
Set of Eight: $35

Targeting Youth
Produced by and about young
people, the Issue Includes the
Project Censored award win¬
ning article about child labor
practices. Also covers racist
“tracking” practices, the
JROTC Invasion of the South,
and an interview with Marian

Wright Edelman. Limited sup¬
plies (Issue #10)$5

Meltdown on Main Street
A package of articles that ex¬
plains everything you wanted
to know about the savings
and loan scandal but were too

overwhelmed to ask. Your

guide to what happened, and
how citizens can fight back.
“Brilliant”— Utne Reader.

(Issue #75) $5

TO ORDER BACK ISSUES

Use any one of the following options:
1) MAIL the form in the back. Make sure to indicate how
many back issues you want, and the total cost.
2) FAX your order with credit card information to: South¬
ern Exposure Library, (919) 419-8315.
3) CALL OR E-MAIL us at (919) 419-8311 ext. 21 or

iss@i4south.org
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Fiction

Stand by
fourMan

By Janies Ladd Thomas

»|■ told Drenda we'd come over tonight, but I'd have to check with you to be sure you
didn't have plans in the works," I said as I handed Roy a bourbon and Coke.

"Thanks, " he said right before he took a big swig of his drink. "Billy's coming over."
"That's fine, Billy can gowith us over to Drenda's."
"But Billy isn't coming over here to go to Drenda's. I don't think he would want to go. They

don't really know each other."

"So?"I asked.

"So what?"

"So what if they don't know each other. We'll have a
few drinks. Drenda's boyfriend will be there, they live to¬
gether. I don't see a problem."
"You know what I mean, Cindy."
"I know what you mean? Sure Roy, I know what you

mean. Oh dear, what if your buddies found out you
spent Friday eveningwith a black couple? Would your
reputation as a good ol' boy be ruined? Would they make
you read a book for punishment? I never thought it ran
that deep."
That's how it started. A nice, simple Friday evening

normally spent relaxing, letting the week's crust slowly
melt away, was suddenly a power struggle. Though I'm
not sure if power struggle is really the correct term. A dif¬
ference of opinion? A collision of egos? A man/woman
thing?
Roy and I were at it again. Arguing. Giving our sides. I

won't lie and say this is how it's always been. At first,
when we started dating in college, I have to admit I went

along with everything he said. Whatever he wanted to
do, I did. "Let's go to Bill's party." We did. "Let's not go
to Pam's party." We didn't. "Let's go to Florida this
weekend."We went to Florida.

But drip by drip, things changed. I started sticking up
for myself, voicingmy views. Why? Where did this come
from? Hard to say really. I had a girlfriend who was very
strongwilled, some might call her a feminist, though in
the South that's blasphemy.
Mary was her name. She was fromWetumpka, a small

town not far from Montgomery. I met her the spring of
my junior year through a mutual friend, Barbara, who
lived in the same apartment complex as me, a few blocks
from the campus of the University of Alabama. Mary
didn't go to school, she just drove over to Tuscaloosa to
visit Barbara every now and then.
Barbara was kind of a free spirit, a little bit of a hippy

(faded jeans, a purple VW bug, the Beatles, pot, lots of
boyfriends, long straight blond hair), but she didn't hold
nothing toMary. Mary shaved her head, a lot of people
thought she had cancer. She never wore a bra; though her
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breastsweren't huge, they were big enough to make a

point. She never missed the opportunity to gnaw on

peoples's heads when they made sexist remarks.
More than once she gave it to Roy. “I'm so glad you de¬

cided to attend the party. You're such a special guy to al¬
low Cindy to come here." Roy, needless to say, didn't
particularly enjoy Mary's company, though he did find
her spunk interesting. Mary opened up a new world for
me, showed me a different lens to see the world. No

longer did I stand bymy man.
I felt comfortablewithMary's admonitions, which ex¬

plainsmy position on this Friday night. Why shouldn't I
go over tomy friend's house on Friday night? Drenda
was black. We were white. We lived in Dothan, Alabama.
South Alabama. Not just
the heart of Dixie, you're
at one of the valves. I'm

not crazy, I know the im¬
plications to all that.
“I wish I was in the land

of cotton, old times there
are not forgotten." George
Wallace. Little George. In
the doorway at the U of A.
Though over thirty years
ago, the fires still smolder.
Fire bombing Freedom
Riders. Rosa Parks caus¬

ing chaos because she
wanted to sit down. Bull¬

dog Connor. To Kill a Mockingbird. These people believe
there are differences. DIFFERENCES. Keep to your own,
what you know.
Nothing more was said on the subject for the next hour

as we went through the routines of dinner and shower¬
ing. As always, when we disagree, our positions were
quickly put forth, then a sudden retreat on both sides for
a thorough analysis of each move. The opposing argu¬
mentwould be thoroughly combed for weaknesses. Any
slight break in the enemy line would be exploited for
maximum gain. Even a misused word or a mispronun¬
ciation was quickly turned onto the opposition.
A silly game?Without question. But through our five

years ofmarriage we had managed tomold our confron¬
tations into a managable battle. We did not fire nuclear
missiles at the first instance of provocation like some

couples will do. No shouting matches, no slamming of
doors. I had heard of husbands screaming at wives be¬
cause she “didn't have the meal cooked when he came

home from work," “didn'twant to stay home on Friday

night while he went out with the boys," or “wanted him
to keep the baby while she went to the hospital to see a
sick friend."

We were exempt from that lunacy. Rarely did we go to
bed with our differences. Neither were we a couple to
pretend that things were smooth at all times. Whenever I
heard someone exclaim, “Oh, we never fight. I don't
think we've even had an argument," I have this teeth-
clenching desire to say, “You are a psychopath. You're ei¬
ther lying to me or lying to yourself. Disagreements, con¬
flicts, arguments are part of the human condition, you
idiot."

I finished a small portion of the taco pie I had prepared
when I got home from my librarian job. I'd been working

there ever since I had gradu¬
ated from Alabama five years

ago with a degree in Library
Science. Roy had been working
atmy uncle's accounting firm
for the same amount of time.

We met at the University when
we were sophomores and be¬
came engaged a few months be¬
fore we graduated. Dothan's
my hometown. Roy's from
Scottsboro.

Nothing special in our brief
history, except I had an abor¬
tion our junior year. It was a
close call. Roy wasn't too sure

about taking that way out, but I persisted and he eventu¬
ally agreed, for whatever that's worth. I never did really
think about what would have happened if he had said no
to it. I think he understood we weren't ready to be par¬
ents, so it wasn't a matter of who was going to get their
way.
I got up from the kitchen table, walked over to the sink

and cleaned my plate, then I made myself a bourbon and
coke. Roy sat there at the table reading the paper. I stood
at the counter sippingmy drink, eyeing Roy.
Finally, I said I was going to take a shower. I had

hardly spoken a word during dinner. As Imentioned
earlier, everything was being weighed for effect. Silence
during the meal was like the silence of a chess match.
Keep the emotions at an even keel, let logic and reason
have the upper hand. Our confrontations many times fol¬
lowed no pattern. A strategy would help, but could just
as easily be utterly useless.
Which brought me to my sad state. My peaceful, easy¬

going Friday night was now gone. The picnic plans were

Oh dear, what if your
buddies found out you
spent Friday evening
with a black couple?
Would your reputation
as a good ol' boy be
ruined?
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Illustration by Van Howell

over. Though acceptance brings its own tranquility, I
now braced for a possible tumultuous confrontation.
I quickly bathed and dressed. There would be no whin¬

ing about me not being ready. Show him I was prepared
to leave. When I walked into the den. Roy was lying on
the couch with his shoes off listening to a Steve Miller
CD. He was digging in, making a stand.
"I am so worn out. What a week," he said while rub¬

bing his face with both hands.
"Me too. Itwill be good to get out and relax."
"I guess I need to grab a shower before Billy gets here."
"Go ahead and jump in, you'll feel a lot better."
Roy was bathing when Billy arrived. He had tried to

quickly quell the storm as he readied for his bath, but I
had mymind made up. He had asked me if I couldn't call
Drenda and cancel, tell her we'd make it another time.

"I'm just not up to going out tonight," he said.
He was thinking a retreat from the racial aspect would

soften my tone. He was standing naked in front of the
bathroommirror when I told him, "I'm going to
Drenda's with or without you."
Silently, he slowly stepped into the shower. A shower

is one of the cocoons ofmeditation, I find it easy to sink
into reflection and contemplation. Maybe it's the running
water, which seems to always make you feel at ease.
I knew he would run through his possible choices of re¬

course. What came to mind first was the obvious: "Well,

just go onwithout me. I'll just stay here with Billy and en¬

joymy Friday evening at home." A strong reply. A manly
reply. A reply that I would bludgeon him with Saturday
morning.
I'm sure he thought of playing the ace of race cards:
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"Billy is an extreme racist, Baby, and he's liable to cause
an ugly scene at Drendra's." Miles from probable, but
who knows? An instant save if I bit, though Billy would
be left dancing the racist tango. I knew a facetious inter¬
pretation would just add thickness tomy armor. "Ha, ha,
boys."
Sudden illness, drunkeness, Drenda cancelling, all

went through his mind I'm sure, but his brainstorming
shower was halted when I walked into the bathroom and

said, "Roy, Billy is here. I'm leaving in 45 minutes."
I was confident I had him by the short hairs. Not only

was heworking with the "with orwithout you" ultima¬
tum, now there was a time line. He quickly finished bath¬
ing, dried off, and dressed.
"Hey, you made it through another week," said Roy as

he walked into the den. Billy was sitting on the couch, a
small sack with a six pack of beer was on the floor by his
feet. He was drinking a bottle of beer.
"Barely. Another day with that bur head would have

sent me over the edge."
"Uh, oh."
"What's the uh, oh, for?" Billy asked.
"Well, Cindy has made plans for us to go over to her

friend Drenda's place. Drenda is black,Mr. Archie Bun¬
ker."

"Big deal."
"See, I told you Billy wouldn't have a problem with it,"

I said while sitting on the other side of the room in an
easy chair facing Billy.
"Sure, I don't have a problem going to a spear

chucker's house."

Roy started laughing. "You're crazy, man. You better
watch it. Cindy'll cut your heart out."
"If you really feel that way, Billy, I don't want you go¬

ing over there," I said.
"I'm only kidding. So what, your friend is black. I like

eating fried chicken."
Roy chuckled and shook his head.
"Billy Dickinson!" I said.
"Cindy, you know I'm only playing. Who is this

Drenda anyway?"
"She works with Cindy at the library. There's one more

thing you should know, her boyfriendwill be there," Roy
said.

"I've only known her a couple of weeks. She just
started working at the library. She and her boyfriend just
moved up from Orlando. We kinda clicked from the mo¬
ment we met. She's a nice person."
Billy gave Roy a quick wink. "Why are we arguing

over this? If we're going over to this Drenda's place, then

let's go. Where does she live?" asked Billy.
"Over on the west side of the circle, in those new apart¬

ments. Pine View, Pine Crest, something like that. It's no
big rush, I told her we'd be over around 7:30 so we've
still got about 30 minutes."
We drank beer, talked about the Alabama-LSU football

game the next night in Baton Rouge, and how the rich
controlled the world, but we let the race issue just dangle
out in front of us. Like a pinata filled with rotting pota¬
toes, each of us saw it, but no one wanted to touch it.
I was reminded ofwhat a good friend ofmine said in

high school. Danny Jackson was black and the star half¬
back on the football team. One afternoon after

cheerleading practice a few of us were sitting around
talking about racism when some of the football players
stopped by to talk and look at our legs in short shorts.
The team had just finished practice. Danny jumped right
in, which didn't surprise me since he had dated a few
white girls, even asked me out once, but I wasn't ready to
fight that war. He said most white folks treated race like a
bad dog. They keep it in the back, but they're quick to
bring it out when needed. At the time I just laughed,
though I'm sure he had a few scars from several nasty
bites.

Roy looked over at me as he laughed at Billy's jokes. I
figured Roy had decided to suffer through the night for
the sake of using his compliance for a trump card later
down the road.

A little before 7:30 we finished our beers and left our

house. We drove over to Drenda's in Billy's '76 white
Cadillac convertible. "Shouldn't we stop and get a water¬
melon," said Billy.
"Don't you start that," I said. "Y'all have got to promise

me you'll behave. You cannot say things like that over
here. You both know better. Drenda is a friend and I

don't want anything like that said."
The top was down, Billy was driving, but all three of us

were sitting in the front seat. I was sitting in the middle,
but there was plenty of room to spare. Billy loved big
cars. He had a natural inclination to bigness. He was fond
of big dinners, big tv's, big drinks, and most of all big
women. Not husky, chunky or even chubby women, but
big women. He was very particular. His taste didn't in¬
clude huge women, circus women, women who could
whip his butt, but women, as he told me onemorning,
"who were born big."
He had come up to visit Roy in Tuscaloosa during the

fall of our senior year. Alabama was playing Tennessee at
home that weekend. I was ordering a beer at the bar in
the club we were in that Friday night when I looked over
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and saw Billy waving at me as he walked out the door
with one of his big women. The nextmorning I wanted to
get to the heart of his big woman desire, so I asked him.
"What I mean by born big is I don't like average size

womenwho have put on lots of weight, but rather a big
person who isn't real fat. In other words, even if they
tried to get thin they couldn't. They're just big, real thick
people. Maybe that's really it. They're naturally big. A
personwho is really fat isn't really a big person, unless of
course they're big and fat which is a sad sight to see.
Those people are like Great Danes, they die early, too
much for the heart. Those poor things never have a
chance. It's the heart, you always gotta think of the heart.
Most fat people are average
size with lots of fat. Take me,
I'm a big person. I'm not a
skinny fellow, but I don't have
a whole lota fat. I'm big like
my momma and daddy."
Roy nodded his head. "I will

be a gentleman of the highest
order. You have my word."
"Billy?" I asked as I looked

over at him.

"You're taking this much
too serious. I do have a little

class."

"You do? I've never seen it,"

Roy said.
"Oh yeah, remember that

time I threw up on the bar at Cooter's. I cleaned it up my¬
self. You tell me that didn't take some class."

"That's true, that was a classy move. Most people
would have felt shame and left."

"I'm a classy guy." Billy finished off another beer and
let out a bullfrog burp.
"Do you think we should stop and get some beer?" Roy

asked.

"Perhaps winewould be more appropriate, old chum,"
Billy said in a strained British accent. "Shall I stop and
puchase a half gallon of Mad Dog? I've heard this is a
very good month."
"Yes,William, Mad Dog or a fine malt liquor would

more than suffice," Roy said.
"I know you two are playing and part of it is to getme

riled, but I'm begging you to be civil over here. If you
don't think you can then let's just turn around and go
home," I said.

"Victory! Turn this beast around," Roy said.
Billy turned into a plaza.

"I'm kidding. Don't turn around, man. Everything'll be
fine. We'll have a nice evening over there."
"I'm not turning around. I'm stopping at the grocery

store to get some beer."
"Why didn't you bring your beer?" I asked.
"What beer?We drank it all."

"I'll go in and get some good beer and then we'll go
over to Drenda's for a nice, pleasant evening. I promise.
The night will be a model of civility and fellowship," said
Roy.
And that's the way we left it, at least for the next few

minutes. Roy bought the beer, then we drove over to
Drenda's. As we got out of the car to walk to the apart¬

ment I uttered a sentence

without really thinking
about it. The words were so

foreign coming frommy
mouth that I thought some¬
one else had spoken them.
I said, "All I want is

peace." Right out of the
blue. I would expect
Mother Theresa to say such
a thing. Or perhaps one of
the leaders in the Middle

East after a bomb has

ripped apart a couple of
dozen people in a bus.
Maybe any citizen living
through the pains of a civil

war would utter such a plea. But a young woman in
Dothan, Alabama, on an October Friday night? I started
to say something else, at least address these words,
clarify theirmeaning, but I said nothing. I was at a loss. I
didn't know what to say.
Drenda's apartment was located on the second floor of

a complex that consisted of four buildings built in a

squarewith parking spaces on the exterior, next to the
buildings. A small pool was located in the center of the
courtyard. I knocked on the doorwhile Roy and Billy
stood on each side ofme.

Drenda opened the door, hugged me, asked us in
where introductions were made just inside a den. She
told us Howard was just getting out of the shower and
would join us in a few minutes.
After the brief formalities, she asked us to sit, took the

beer from Billy and then handed us each one before she
left the room to place them in the refrigerator. The three
of us sat on the couch with me in the middle.

When Drenda walked away I took a sip ofmy beer and

I'm sure he thought
of playing the ace of
race cards: "Billy is
an extreme racist.
Baby, and he's liable
to cause an ugly
scene at Drenda's."
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looked at Billy. He did not return the look. There was no
raising of the eyebrows, no devilish grin, not the least
hint of a smirk.

I then looked at Roy. He was looking at me. I expected
a look of disdain. My "All I want is peace" kept playing
in mymind as if on a looped tape.
Again, from nowhere, questions unfolded.Were we at

the end? Too chaotic? Too conflictive?Were we just too
different? Our worlds much too far apart, the chasm far
greater than I had at first believed?
From a doorway across the room walked in a young

man. A zebra walking into the room would not have
startled me any more than this man. His skin was as
white as Drenda's was black. The dynamics of the battle
had dramatically changed. I
was off balance as if the world

had suddenly tilted. He
walked up to coffee table and
extended his right hand.
"Good evening, I'm

Howard. You must be Cindy.
Drenda's told me a lot about

you."
"Nice to meet you, Howard.

All good I hope. This ismy
husband, Roy."
Roy shook Howard's hand.

"Nice to meet you, Howard."
"And this is a friend of ours,

Billy."
"How you doing, Billy."
"Good to meet you, Howard.
As we finished shaking hands Drenda walked back

into the den from the kitchen with a tray of broccoli,
mushrooms, sliced carrots and peppers surrounding a
bowl of dip. Suddenly, there we were. I looked at Roy,
hoping for a read. Nothing. I sat there with a pain induc¬
ing smile.
"It's a beautiful night, isn't it?" said Drenda as she

placed the tray on the coffee table in front of us.
"It's gorgeous outside. There's just a tinge of coolness

in the air. We rode over here in Billy's Cadillac convert¬
ible. I wasn't cold at all. It just felt refreshing," I said as I
grabbed a piece of broccoli and swirled it in the white
dip.
From the corner of my eye I noticed Billy placing his

hands on his knees, then he stood with what seemed an enor¬
mous effort. Everyonewas looking at him. I didn't know
what hewas going to do. I had known him for over five years
and I fully understood the uncertainty of themoment.

He picked up his beer from the coffee table and raised
it to his lips, draining the remaining half bottle of beer. I
felt as if I was stepping into amuddy creek.
Without saying a word he walked in front ofme and

Roy on his way into the kitchen. I heard the refrigerator
door open and close. Trying to ease the tension that had
blanketed the room I said, "Billy likes to drink beer, espe¬
cially on Friday night."
He walked back into the den carrying an unopened

bottle of beer, in front of us once again, but instead of
stopping at the couch he walked to the front door, turned
to Roy and said, "I need to get some fresh air. I'll be back
in a few." He opened the door, walked out, and closed it
as if trying not to wake a sleeping baby.

I didn't look at Roy be¬
cause I was fearful of what I

would see. Instead, I looked
at Drenda and Howard.

They had sat on a loveseat
on the other side of the cof¬

fee table. Howard was look¬

ing at the dip. I knew what
was going through his
mind. Another reaction.

Another incident. How

many times had he faced it.
Swallowed it down with its

razor edges and acrid fla¬
vor. Deep in his mind I
knew he questioned it. Was

itworth it? Drenda was looking at me with her beautiful
brown eyes. No animosity. She didn't even look uncom¬
fortable. Her eyebrows tightened slightly when she said,
"Is your friend going to be okay?" Seemingly sincerely
concerned.

Her words poured through my head. I opened my
mouth, but could not speak. My muscles went slack. I
had never felt this way before. I looked at Drenda. "I'm
not sure," I said. Then I said, "The fresh airwill do him
some good."
"Do you think it's something in here? Is it too hot?

Should I open a window?" Drenda asked.
"No, everything's fine here. Really," I said. "Don't you

think, Roy?"
He stood and walked over to the front door. Telepathi-

cally I begged him to sit down. Please sit down. He
opened the door, then turned to face us.
"I'm with Billy, I just need a little fresh air." I closed my

eyes as the door slowly shut.
%

Were we just too
different? Our
worlds much too far

apart, the chasm far
greater than I had
at first believed?
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JMtgljer Calling
The Politics of Gospel

By Sandy Carter

Although the political mes¬sages resonating through
gospel music have long been

obvious to most African Americans, most
white Americans still don't get it.
When the Original Five Blind Boys of

Alabama launched the reveries of "I'll

Fly Away" and Mahalia Jackson im¬
plored the faithful to "Move On Up A
Little Higher," they were surely singing
of a glorious afterlife flight to the heav¬
enly kingdom. But they were also trium¬
phantly proclaiming an earthly mission
of achieving freedom and equality on the
soil of America.

This fusion of spiritual and political
concerns is a long-standing tradition in
black American music. Ever since the

days of slavery, black cultural expres- Mahalia Jackson
sions have employed irony, humor, and
double meanings that could be heard by
white society. Unable to communicate
yearnings and discontents directly and
openly, black folklore, storytelling, and
song offered coded forms of resistance.
Ironically, it was the teachings of pro¬

slavery Christianity, counseling passiv¬
ity and servitude in this world in ex¬

change for everlasting life in the next,
that slaves employed to cover messages
of struggle and empowerment.
Among the many twisted rationaliza¬

tions for slavery was the notion that
blacks' souls could only be saved by being
"civilized" throughChristianity. Al¬
though it was illegal for blacks to read and
write, the Bible and hymnals furnished
tools of literacy. As white slave-owners
and ministers imparted theirGood Book
vision of slavery as the natural station of
people of color, black Americans trans¬
lated the words of Biblical texts and tradi¬
tional hymns as allegorical tales express¬
ing the horrors of black suffering and the
dream of freedom.

Records reviewed in this story include:

Testify! The Gospel Box
Various. Rhino Records, 1999.

The Gospel Sound of
Spirit Feel
Various. Spirit Feel, 1991.

Greatest Gospel Gems
Various. Specialty, 1991.

Gospels, Spirituals & Hymns
Mahalia Jackson. Columbia, 1991.

The Gospel Soul of Marion
Williams
Marion Williams. Spirit Feel, 1999.

Amazing Grace: The
Complete Recordings
Aretha Franklin. Rhino, 1999.

Although whites generally looked
upon black spiritual singing as a sign of
contentment, African Americans tended
to favor texts and tunes that expressed
sorrow, anger, and a fighting spirit. Ac¬
cordingly, it was the words ofGod's Old
Testament that inspired many early black
spirituals.
In the story ofMoses leading his

people from bondage, the victories of
Daniel, David, and Joshua, and the many
tales of God calling his wrath down upon
the wicked, slaves found the muse for
tunes such as "Go Down Moses,"
"Joshua Fought the Battle of Jericho,"
"My Army Cross Over," and "Singing
With a Sword inMy Hand." Where
whites heard songs like "Steal Away to
Jesus" and "Swing Low Sweet Chariot"
as harmless pie in the sky, blacks imag¬
ined and plotted a life on the free soil of
Canada, Boston, or Philadelphia.
Aside from the transformation of

Christian texts, slaves also brought to
their spirituals the musical traditions of
Africa. Through the use of repetitive cho¬
ruses, call and response, and intense in¬
terlocking rhythms, the black spiritual
forged a powerful communal statement
bonding body and soul, Africa and
America, self and community. Hundreds
of years later, gospel music still makes its
connections in the same way.
Music scholars date the early 1800s as

the starting point of the black spiritual as
a distinct musical form. But the music
known as gospel only began to find its
shape in the 1930s. During the worst
years of the Depression, Thomas A.
Dorsey, a reformed blues singer and son
of an itinerant preacher, committed him¬
self to the task of creating and populariz¬
ing a new black religious music rooted in
African-American folk expression.
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Although Dorsey's tunes evinced a
wide spectrum of influences ranging
from jazz to early vaudeville, his core in¬
gredients were blues and sacred music.
To Dorsey, the church singing of black

Baptists seemed stiff and far too indebted
to European religiousmusic. In his new
gospel songs, he aimed to "liven up the
churches" with a repertoire based on folk
imagery, parables, and proverbs familiar
to African-American Christians for over
100 years. He wanted music that left
space for variation and interpretation.
Recalling childhood memories of the

"moan" he heard in old-time black reli¬

gious music (cries, groans, and subtle
shades of vocal texture, tone, and intona¬
tion), he encouraged singing that could
carry feelings and ideas beyond the
meaning of words. Finally, Dorsey's
songs strived to combine the harsh and
worldly message of the blues with the
good news of the church.
Explaining his goal to gospel historian

Anthony Helbut, Dorsey commented:
"We intended gospel to strike a happy
medium for the downtrodden. This mu¬
sic lifted people out of the muck and mire
of poverty and loneliness, of being broke,
and gave them some kind of hope any¬
way. Make it anything other than good
news, it ceases to be gospel."
Gradually over decades, through per¬

forming,writing, teaching, and advocat¬
ing, Dorsey's gospel sound became a
common vocabulary for black churches
around the country. By the 1950s, gospel
recordings and performers had estab¬
lished a small but thriving gospel music
industry independent of crossover
(white) appeal.
During the music's golden era from

1946 to 1960, the tradition provided in¬
spiration for the civil rights movement
while also laying down blueprints for
R&B, soul, and rock and roll. In 1998, ac¬

cording to the Recording Industry Asso¬
ciation of America, sales of gospel music
generated more than a half-billion dol¬
lars.

Those seeking a musical overview of
this evolution might begin with Rhino
Records' recently released 3-CD anthol¬
ogy, Testify! The Gospel Box. Featuring 50
tracks by soloists, groups, and choirs and

spanning styles from the 1940s to the
1990s, Testify! is the only gospel compila¬
tion tracing the tradition from early pio¬
neers to contemporary superstars.
The sampling of gospel elders includes

legends such as Mahalia Jackson, the
Original Five Blind Boys of Alabama,
ClaraWard, Dorothy Love Coates, the
Swan Silvertones, the Caravans, the
Staple Singers, Rev. James Cleaveland,
MarionWilliams, and Thomas Dorsey.
For examples ofmore modern sounds,
there are performances by Aretha
Franklin, Andrae Crouch, Sounds Of
Blackness, TheWinans, Take 6, and Boyz
II Men.

Leaving out the Soul Stirrers (with R.
H. Harris and Sam Cooke), Sister Rosetta
Tharpe, the Sensational Nightengales
(with Julius Cheeks), and the hugely
popular gospel hip-hopper Kirk
Franklin, Testify! can hardly be called de¬
finitive. But the box does manage to
highlight the common threads and rich
diversity of a glorious sound that re¬
mains under-appreciated and misunder¬
stood.

In the rousing freedom anthem "Don't
Let Nobody Turn You Around," the
Fairfield Four echo centuries of struggle
and a battle not yet won. Rev. Maceo
Woods' mesmerizing organ rendition of
"Amazing Grace" (a tune penned by a re¬
pentant white slave owner) is a profound
statement of dignity and strength.
The tough and resolute singing of Dor¬

othy Love Coates and Clarence Fountain
(with theOriginal Five Blind Boys of Ala¬
bama) and the majestic vocal fires of
Mahalia Jackson, MarionWilliams, and
Aretha Franklin are fierce reminders of

why Martin Luther King referred to this
music as "the soul of the movement."

However, perhaps the greatest contri¬
bution of Testify! is the light it throws on
contemporary gospel. Devoting nearly
one full disc to gospel in the 1990s and of¬
fering selections that range from the a
cappella gospel-jazz of Take 6, to the all¬
woman choir of theGospel Music Work¬
shop of America (featuringMimi Redd),
to the broad stylistic weaves of the en¬
semble known as Sounds of Blackness,
Testify! reveals gospel as a dynamic,
ever-evolving tradition that can still ig¬

nite visions of power and glory.
For traditionalists and older black gos¬

pel fans, these newer styles may seem too
polished and pop to measure up to "real"
gospel. But to younger generations who
have grown up with funk, R&B, rock,
and hip-hop, spirituals and golden age
gospel have little appeal.
Since the 1960s, the black Christian

church has come to play a lesser role in
African-American life, political and spiri¬
tual idealism has diminished, and many
young people (like the Black Power
movement of decades past) now view
Christianity as the religion of white su¬
premacy. In recent decades, in search of a
spiritual alternative, many African
Americans have started to explore Islam
and various African religious traditions.
In response, the black Christian commu¬
nity has gradually adapted to changes in
the gospel sound that can draw young
people back to the church.
The most surprising (and for some dis¬

turbing) innovation in Christian music is
Kirk Franklin'smerging of hip-hop and
gospel. In the 1990s, the Dallas, Texas,
pianist/composer'smillion-selling
records and sold-out concerts have

brought gospel into themusical main¬
stream through sampling Funkadelic's
"One Nation Under a Groove," guesting
rapper Cheryl James (of Salt-n-Peppa),
and convening "holy ghost parties"
charged with preaching raps, grunts,
wailing, call and response, traditional
gospel singing, and heavy thumping
rhythms.
Like Sam Cooke, CurtisMayfield, and

Marvin Gaye before him, Franklin has
melded the secular to the sacred in a way
that speaks to the here and now. Al¬
though less startling, other performers of
contemporary gospel are doing the same.
By adopting the standards ofmodern

recording studios and drawing influ¬
ences from the full spectrum of black mu¬
sic traditions, modern gospel has discov¬
ered unprecedented appeal. Still, in its
new dress, you can hear the essentials of
tradition: awesome deep soul singing
and a message that binds the struggles of
self and community.
Testify!, however, provides only a very

basic primer on the artists and styles who
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laid the foundation of the gospel tradi¬
tion. Those interested in a fuller immer¬
sion in gospel's old school should track
down Father and Sons (1987), Gospel War¬
riors (1987), and The Gospel Sound ofSpirit
Feel (1991), all on the Spirit Feel label.
Loaded with sublime performances by
most of the movers and shakers of

gospel's formative golden age (1946-
1960), these albums capture essential
trends and innovations in the gospel
sound and label founder Anthony
Heilbut's informative liner notes supply
the social context.
No less essential are the Specialty

label's treasure chest of golden age re¬
cordings, which contain voices included
and absent from Testify! For a sample, try
Greatest Gospel Gems (1991) and The Great
1955 Shrine Concert (1993).

By Dave Lippman

How timely that the publicationof Development Arrested occurs
at the moment when President

Clinton is conducting a publicity circus
in what he calls the "untapped market"
of the Mississippi Delta. More than
timely - it is fortunate, for the book takes
on the history of the cotton empire as an
important foundation of U.S. economic
power, and as a key element of the op¬
pression of African-Americans.
Clinton's attempt to woo industry to

the Delta is not a new gambit. Delta resi¬
dents who testified at an earlier incarna¬

tion of this attempted seduction, says au¬
thorWoods, "did not speak of the region
as a bountiful resource; rather they
viewed regional relations as a structure
that was both crippling and deadly."
Therein lies the tale.

Woods traces the several organizations
that represent the Delta's planter bloc,
most important among them the Delta
Council, founded in 1934, and the Na¬

For those looking to dig deeper into
the gospel grandeur of the great Mahalia
Jackson, MarionWilliams, and Aretha
Franklin, recent compilations abound.
Mahalia Jackson brought a heavy dose

of the blues into gospel and then as
gospel'smost popular star from the
1950s through the 1990s, brought the
music's freedom message to the secular
world. As introductions to the over¬

whelming power of her singing, Hozu I
Got Over (1976) and Gospels, Spirituals &
Hymns (1991) - both on Columbia - are
recommended.

Hailed bymany as the greatest singer
who ever lived, the late MarionWilliams'
towering artistry is well-documented on
Spirit Feel. The Gospel Sound ofMarion
Williams (1999) compiles some of her best
performances of the 1980s.

Development Arrested:
The Blues and

Plantation Power in the

Mississippi Delta
By Clyde Woods

Verso, 1998

For folks who may have forgotten, in
1972 Aretha Franklin returned to her gos¬

pel roots in live performances at the New
Temple Baptist Church in Los Angeles
and created a gospel masterpiece. Re¬
cently re-issued as Amazing Grace: The
Complete Recordings (Rhino), this double
CD is a smoldering and flamboyant
document of great gospel singing.
Classic proof of gospel's belief that, de¬

spite life's burdens, humanity can and
should move on up.

Sandy Carter writes the "Slippin' & Slidin'" col¬
umn on music and culturefor Z Magazine, where
an earlier version of this story appeared.

Delta

tional Cotton Council. Down through the
decades they maneuver, conceal, dis¬
semble and rule by fiat. It is a harrowing
tale that compels us to revisit history,
and in particular the civil rights move¬
ment and its aftermath.
The book also shines an ironic histori¬

cal light on today's affirmative action
battle, quoting Mississippi Senator John
Stennis in 1964 on the then-pending civil
rights bill: "It would take the basic hu¬
man and individual rights away from the
majority and transfer them to a favored
group in the form of special privileges."
Any comment on this quotationwould
be redundant, but it should certainly be
re-broadcast to the generation currently
struggling with - or acquiescing to - the
latest assaults on redress of racial griev¬
ances.

The book is full of intriguing nuggets,
such as the participation of Langston
Hughes on the Colored Advisory Com¬
mission created by Herbert Hoover to in-

Blue Notes in the
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Civil Rights Roots

By Rene Hayden

In the 1830s, as the struggle againstslavery gained steam, abolitionism
was a conflicted movement. The

mainstream of the movement passed
from the mostly white, often racist
colonialists - who hoped to solve
America's race problem by shipping
former slaves back to Africa - to the
moremilitant and interracial

immediatists, who called for the rapid
destruction of the slave system.
In his posthumously published Of

One Blood: Abolitionism and the Origins of
Racial Equality, Paul Goodman writes a

celebratory and resonant history of early

Of One Blood: Abolitionism
and the Origins of
Racial Equality

Paul Goodman. Berkeley:
University of California Press,

1998. $35
abolitionism.

The book explores the origins of
immediatist abolitionism, its troubled rela¬
tion to colonizationist anti-slavery, and the
rise and composition of the movement
membership in the 1830s. In doing so,
Goodman hasmanaged to clarify much
that was unclear in earlier histories of the

movement, and to present abolitionism
as a pioneering moment in the struggle
for racial equality.
A fundamental and distinguishing con¬

tention of Goodman's book is that the mar¬

row of abolitionism stemmed directly out

vestigate the treatment of Blacks in the
wake of the Mississippi River flood of
1927. The gemsWoods unearths range
from the amusing (Ralph Abernathy
riding to the Poor People's Campaign in
a wagon pulled by two mules named
Stennis and Eastland) to the startling
(William Faulkner vowing to join other
whites in "going into the street and
shooting Negroes").
The central proposition of this work is

that the African-American working class
historically responds to the plantation
bloc's hegemony through a variety of
strategies of resistance, and that these
strategies cohere around a defense of in¬
dependent expressiveness, however
deeply coded it often is. He finds what he
calls the "blues epistemology" to be the
defining ethos and aesthetic of resistance.
I'm not convinced Woods accom¬

plished what he set out to do; the ping-
ponging between blues and develop¬
ment history is more dizzying than syn¬
cretic. His description of the blues song¬
ster as "musical, literary, religious, and

political performer/investigator" cer¬
tainly casts the performer in a larger role,
more the griot than the entertainer,more
a prophet than a clown. And his descrip¬
tion of the blues as "the counter-narrative
of the American dream" rings true,
though not necessarily on all the levels
Woods would have the reader believe.
But his central metaphors sometimes

seem more like conceits. If by "blues
bloc" he means, as he often says, an "Af¬
rican-American working class perspec¬
tive," or "African-American develop¬
ment agenda," what does the snappier
shorthand add besides snap? When he
hasMartin Luther King, Jr., experienc¬
ing, in 1968, a "blues transformation," I
am unconvinced that this does justice to
King's deepening class and internation¬
alist understandings. For me, it doesn't
work. For others it might.
There are also worrisome tendencies:

his oversimplifying of the relationship of
different classes; attributing motives to
events without proof; axad his general
aversion tomultiple factors of social

events in favor of conspiracy and mono¬
lithic racism. For example, I would like to
have seen more attention to the actual

differences between opposing white
Southern blocs and the struggles of con¬
flicted whites over their roles, without
summary dismissals of the significance
of those differences and struggles.
The alternations between music and

economics often seem precious and
strained, but eventually they lead to a

deeper understanding of African-Ameri¬
can working-class consciousness as
based in the concrete history of cotton,
caste and persistent plantation rule.
There is good, painful, nitty-gritty expo¬
sition of the workings of the system, and
the welts it has raised on black skin and
in black communities.
In the end, what I found myself retain¬

ing and reflecting on was the history of
the plantation bloc, not the blues re¬
sponse. Whether or not that's how others
will read it, I certainly recommend
spending some time with this book.
Culture critic Dave Lippman recently movedfrom
North Carolina to the Arkansas Delta.
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of a close engagementwith black North¬
ern activists, and that it was free African
Americans who galvanized abolitionists
into a broader radicalism.
In the years following the Revolution¬

ary era, freed blacks founded communi¬
ties in many Northern cities. Concur¬
rently, an organized movement among
whites pushed for the removal of all
blacks from America as a solution to the
national conflict over slavery. Activists
within the Northern free black communi¬
ties vigorously opposed colonization,
and sought to convert sympathetic
colonizationists to their cause in the late

1820s and early 1830s.
Both by the arguments of black activ¬

ists, and by visiting black community
churches and schools, white abolitionists
such asWilliam Lloyd Garrison were
made to see that colonizationism reflected
the vitriol of an unexamined and mono¬

lithic white racial prejudice. To resolve the
slavery questionmeant to deal with
blacks as equal American citizens, entail¬
ing both an immediate end to slavery and
the eradication of white prejudice.
Having firmly established the racial

radicalism of abolitionists, Goodman
goes on to contend that abolitionism was
far more of a popularmovement than

previously thought. Alarm over the
changes wrought by the market revolu¬
tion spurred ordinary, tradition-minded
Americans from many walks of life to
embrace the radicalism of the abolition

movement.

Using abolitionist society rolls and city
directories, Goodman shows that aboli¬
tionists, although heterogeneous, shared
a common social status. Most were part
ofmainstream religious denominations,
and labored as "middling" sorts: skilled
workers, master artisans, farmers, and
small businessmen. These men feared

that greedy, slave-holding, speculating
aristocrats sought to subvert the Revolu¬
tionary ideal of a Christian republic of
small producers.
As Northern elites sought to quash

abolitionism, enlisting the support of rac¬
ist wage workers in anti-abolition vio¬
lence, the struggle against slavery also
led abolitionists to a broader support of
skilled labor movements and a de¬
nouncement of aristocracy and immoral¬
ity in economics and society at home.
For women as well, the constraints of a

new ideal ofwomen as domestic and

consumerist ornaments chafed with the
traditional role of women as moral lead¬

ers. In extending sisterhood and domes¬

tic virtue to slave women, abolitionist
women transcended the private sphere
to find a radical feminist public voice.
In all cases, the abolitionist acceptance

of racial equality went hand in hand with
a broader championing of moral reform
in economy, politics, and society, and the
embrace of a wider conception of equal
rights for all.
Finally, Goodmanmakes clear the cen¬

tral contributions of African-Americans in

transforming the abolitionmovement from
one of racist exclusion to one of profound
and important progressive racial change.
OfOne Blood is a history worth reading

both by specialists in the field and the
general public. It is surprisingly engag¬
ing and clearly written, balancing bio¬
graphical accounts with larger historical
narratives about the forces shaping and
driving the movement.
The book has obvious and perhaps not

unintentional relevance for the present, if
only in arguing that awareness of, and
popular struggle against, white racism in
America is a necessary and necessarily
radical struggle.
Rene Hoyden is a PhD candidate at the University
ofCalifornia at San Diego. He is writing a disserta¬
tion on political violence in the 19th century South.

Confessions ofa Home-Grown Bigot
ByMichael Powelson

David Duke, the former GrandWizard of the Ku Klux Klan,
first gained national attention in

1989 when he was elected to Louisiana's

House of Representatives from the state's
81st district. Duke has since run for office

a number of times, and he nearly won a
U.S. Senate race in 1990.

Ten years after his rise as a nationally
recognized spokesperson for the far
right, Duke has released his autobiogra¬
phy, My Awakening: A Path to Racial Un¬
derstanding, in which he attempts to ex¬

plain to readers how he arrived at the po¬
litical and racial positions that have made
him so (in)famous.
At over 700 pages (including notes and

My Awakening: A Path to
Racial Understanding

David Duke. Covington, LA:
Free Speech Press, 1998.

index), well over half the book is devoted
to Duke's views on race, ethnicity, and
gender. With chapters titled "Race and

Reason," "A Question of Intelligence,"
"Jewish Supremacism," and "Jewish
Evolutionary Strategy," Duke elaborates
on his belief that a species-like difference
exists between blacks and whites, men
and women, Jews and Gentiles.
The remaining third of the book covers

his own personal odyssey, from his
youth in New Orleans to his world trav¬
els (including India and Israel), his resig¬
nation from the Klan, his founding of the
National Association for the Advance¬

ment of White People (NAAWP), and his
well-covered political campaigns.
Duke leaves no doubt about his racism

and anti-Semitism; in particular Duke
sees a world-wide Jewish conspiracy
lurking in every corner. On whether
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In Brief

By Chris Kromm

You've Gotta Have Faith
"Why Unions Matter" National
Interfaith Committee for Worker

Justice, June 1999

At last, labor and churches seem to be

working together in pursuit of their com¬
mon goal of justice for all. Groups like
Jobs with Justice have united workers
and people of faith tomobilize for eco¬
nomic fairness, and the AFL-CIO re¬

cently sponsored a "Labor in the Pulpit"
campaign to strengthen the alliance.
Now the National Interfaith Commit¬

tee forWorker Justice brings us this short
but powerful guide, spelling out in easy-
to-digest language what unions are, and
why workers need organizations to
speak and act in their interests. High¬
lights include statistics that demonstrate
the "union advantage" in pay and ben¬
efits, and honest answers to questions
like "What about union corruption?" and
"What about racism and sexism?"
In short: a great guide for getting your

faith community behind the cause of
worker's rights. Contact (773) 728-8400 or
nicwf@igc.org.

Duke is a closet Nazi, his autobiography
suggests not. At the height of his popu¬
larity in the late 1980s and early 1990s
there were thousands willing to march
behind Duke, Brown Shirt style, yet he
chose to hitch his wagon to the Republi¬
can Party, of which he is still the chair¬
man for Jefferson Parish.
Duke's opponents have always

stretched the analogy with Nazi politics,
and his writings make it clear that Duke's
real agenda isn't death camps and lamp
shades of human skin, but trying to re¬
build the old Democratic Party's white

Digital Democracy
Campaign Finances On-Line
It's no secret that money corrupts poli¬
tics. But just how bad is it? And what can
people do about it?
Fortunately, people yearning for a day

when politicians aren't for sale to the
highest bidder now have access to a host
of on-line sources to track the flow of

money to their political candidates - as
well as links to groupsmobilizing to
clean up elections.
To see what powerful interests your

U.S. Senators and Representatives are in¬
debted to, www.opensecrets.org - spon¬
sored by the Center for Responsive Poli¬
tics - is a gold mine, offering searchable
databases of the total amount raised and

biggest contributors for all federal level
officials. Their on-line Capital Eye news¬
letter is an essential companion, offering
all-important context with articles on
subjects like "The NRA's Political Giv¬
ing."
Another way of getting at the same in¬

formation is to consult the Harden Politi¬

cal Info Systems [hpi.www.com] site,
which allows you to search by zip code to
get the goods on your elected official.
No such comprehensive site exists for

state politicians, although states are un¬
der growing pressure to post data on leg¬
islative members. So far, there is on-line
campaign contribution information
available in five out of 13 Southern states:

supremacist coalition which dominated
the U.S. from Reconstruction to Civil

Rights. Opponents don't need to go
across the Atlantic for Duke's political in¬
spiration; racism and anti-Semitism are
as American as - well, you know.
While it is tempting to dismiss him as a

right-wing kook, Duke is no fool. His
book is well-researched, and, when com¬

pared to the writings of other pols who
have put pen to paper, even well-written.
I recommend his book for all those that
want to explore themindset of an intelli¬
gent, educated, white, middle classmale

• Florida [election.dos.state.fl.us/
campfin/cfindb.htm]

• Georgia [www.sos.state.ga.us/elec-
tions/disclosure.htm]

• Louisiana [www.ethics.state.la.us/cgi-
bin/la98/contrib.html]

• North Carolina

[www.sboe.state.nc.us/test/cro.htm]
• Virginia [www.crp.org/vpap]
The quality and accessibility of infor¬

mation varies widely; easily the best is
the Virginia site, run by the non-profit
Virginia Public Access Projectwith the
goal of informing voters in mind. (Texas
has a nearly worthless "voluntary" site.)

So now that you've got the raw data,
what next? Southerners are fortunate to
have the Democracy South site
[www.all4democracy.org/demsouth],
which showcases this center's efforts to
build a united force for democratic elec¬
tions in the South, complete with reports
on money and politics battles primarily
in North Carolina. Contact Democracy
South and they can probably hook you
up with reform efforts in your state.
Public Campaign

[www.publicampaign.org], meanwhile,
reports on national initiatives for clean
elections, and is where you can sign up
for the well-named Ouch! newsletter, "a
regular e-mail bulletin on how private
money in politics hurts average citizens."

who sincerely believes that race, ethnicity,
and gender are the three variables that
play the greatest role inwho we are and
what we have done orwill do.
Duke is no American Hitler, but the

views expressed inMy Awakening are un¬
fortunately shared by too many of his fel¬
low citizens, even ifmost of them would
never consider voting for him.
Michael Powelson has a Ph.D. in history from
Columbia University, and was an activist in the
anti-David Duke campaigns of the late 1980s and
early 1990s. He is currently working on a docu¬
mentary concerning David Duke's influence on
American politics.
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On-Line
Exposifre

Come visit SE and the
Institute on the web.

www.i4south.org

Are you
getting exposure
in the South?

Advertise in

SOUTHERN

EXPOSURE
For a very affordable price, you
could be reaching our very loyal
readership of educators, activ¬
ists, elected officials, and other

progressive Southerners.
Call now to get a rate card or place

your ad:
(919) 419-8311 x 26

or email SE@i4south.org

Former SSOC members ALERT
For a work about the

Southern Students Organizing Committee (SSOC).

Looking for members active in 1963 and 1964, especially
those who knew Sam Shirah, Bill Hamlet, Sue Thrasher.

Would appreciate your insights, memories and leads. Please
call (212) 362-6264 and Leave a number to contact you.
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Politics, Progress, and
Outrageous Ambitions

Howard E. Covington Jr,
and Marion A. Ellis

■

-
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Foreword by David Gergen

This biography chronicles the incredible life of one of the
most important public figures of the postwar South. As
North Carolina's governor, as president of Duke University,
and as a U.S. Senator, Terry Sanford demonstrated a dynamic
style of progressive leadership during a period of revolution¬
ary change in the South.

"Terry Sanford was a creative and visionary leader who
knew how to hammer dreams into results. Covington and
Ellis brilliantly explain this remarkable man's ambition."
—Charlie Rose

600 pages, 87 b&w photos, cloth $34.95
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Still the South the Southern character

Onake Handling
By Pat Arnow

"And these signs shall follow them that believe; In
my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak
with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and
if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt
them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they
shall recover."
— Mark 16:17-18

They are called sign followers, and in fundamentalist,Pentecostal churches, the Holy Ghost moves some ad¬
herents to enter a trancelike state that allows them to

speak an unknown, unknowable language. Some congrega¬
tions, mostly in the rural South, demonstrate their faith in a
more dangerous way: handling deadly snakes and drinking
poison.
Some succumb to the poison. Most defy death, as well as

some laws and the other fundamentalists who disapprove -
even Rev. Jerry Falwell has condemned snake handling.
Though worship of snakes has roots in pre-Christian history,

the modern practice sprang up less than a hundred years ago, in
east Tennessee, according to Thomas Burton, author ofSerpent-
Handling Believers (University of Tennessee Press, 1993). A min¬
ister, GeorgeWent Hensley, inspired by the Biblical verse, took
up a rattler and was not bitten. He brought the snake to his
church, and others adopted his manner of showing faith in God.
Burton, who is a retired professor from East Tennessee State

University, recently estimated that 2,500 people handle poison¬
ous snakes as part of their religious practice. Most are white and
attend small unaffiliated churches in Tennessee, Kentucky,
West Virginia, Virginia, Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina, In¬
diana and possibly Texas.
Carl Porter, pastor of the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ in

Kingston, Georgia, about an hour north of Atlanta, participates
in snake handlingwith a congregation of 50 to 100 people, in¬
cluding his wife and two sons. A retired truck driver, Porter be¬
came inspired to handle snakes after he saw the practice at a
church service. "I seen the Lord move on them. I wanted the

Lord to move on me, and He did - told me to handle the ser¬

pent," said Porter in a telephone interview.
With no state law prohibiting snake handling in Georgia, Por¬

ter welcomes reporters to his services. No laws hamper reli¬
gious snake handling in Alabama orWest Virginia, either, but
Tennessee, Kentucky, and North Carolina do have laws restrict¬
ing the practice. Prosecutions in the 1970s led to court chal¬
lenges by snake handlers and the American Civil Liberties

Union. State courts upheld the laws, holding that public
safety overrides religious freedom. The U.S. Supreme Court
refused to take up the issue, so the statues stand.
Few sheriffs bother parishioners, however. Injury is a more

frequent problem. Carl Porter has been bitten by snakes re¬
peatedly. He says that at times he has fallen ill from the bites,
other times not. Worshipers say that if their faith is strong
enough, they will not be harmed by snakebites. Those who
are bit do not generally seek medical treatment. Snakebites
have proved lethal to about 75 practitioners over the years.
The most recent death was of 34-year-old Tennessee evan¬

gelist, John Wayne "Punkin" Brown, Jr. A rattler bit him dur¬
ing a service in northeastern Alabama in 1998. His
wife died of snakebites in 1995.

Despite the seeming extremism of snake handling, Burton
emphasizes that "these folks are normal people." Psychologi¬
cal testing has confirmed his statement - a study of a West
Virginia congregation of snake handlers showed mental
health status comparable to a nearby conventional congrega¬
tion.

The only difference, according to Burton, is that snake han¬
dlers "are willing to die for their beliefs.''

%
Pat Arnoiv, former editor ofSouthern Exposure and Now &
Then, is a writer in Durham, N.C.
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(Tearhere.Self-maileronback.Thankyou!)

HowAbout a Gift
They'll REALLY Like?

This holiday season, skip the fruitcake. Forget the socks.
Instead,give your friends and family something they'll really appreciate:

Sign them up as members in the Institute for Southern Studies,
including a year'sworth of the award-winning SOUTHERN EXPOSURE.

For our special gift rate of $21, you'll be treating your friends and family to:
■ Hard-hitting investigations that reveal what the region's power brokers

are up to— and when they're up to no good
■ Portraits of Southern life and change you can't find anywhere else—

including great new fiction by up-and-coming writers
■ Organizing Tools to help agitate for a better South

Sign them up now, and they'll get a gift announcement and a free copy of SE's special 25th Anniversary Edition,
featuring Julian Bond, Jim Hightower, Rep. CynthiaMcKinney and other leading Southern progressives.

THIS GIFT IS FROM:
Name:_
Address

Email:_
□ I want to sign up gift memberships at $21 each. Renew my membership for only $18!
□ I just want to renew my membership for $21!
□ I’m not a member yet— I want to join the Institute and receive Southerm Exposure! ($2'4)
□ I want to make an additional contribution to the Institute and Southern Exposure:
□ $500 □ $250 □ $100 □ $75

□ I want to order the following back issues or reports from the ISS/SE library:
Issue No. or Report Name:
□ Check (make payable to Institute for Southern Studies - don’t forget to tape sides of the mailer!)
□ VISA □ MASTERCARD Exp. date
Card number: Name on card:

City/State/Zip:
Phone:

Please send this gift to:
Name

City—
E-mail

Gift card should read:

State— Zip

i



(fold)

NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY
IF MAILED
IN THE

UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL
FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 938 DURHAM, N.C.

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

Note: We are a

non-profit. Using a
stamp will save us

money!

Institute for Southern Studies
P. O. Box 531 Durham, NC 27702

(fold)
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Tools for understanding and changing the South
From the Southern Exposure Library
■ Anniversary Issue
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Vol. XXVII No. 1

Spring 1999
Special edition
features Julian Bond,
Jim Hightower, Rep.
Cynthia McKinney
and other key leaders
on the past and future
of the South.

■ Politics & Economics
GLOBALIZATION GAME

Vol. XXVI No. 2&3

Summer/Fall 1998
The South is turning
“world class,” but at
what cost? Winners

and losers of the

globalization game—
and how to change the
rules.

SOUTHERN
'EXPOSURE
SOUTHERN EXPOSURE has been pub
lished since 1973 by the Institute for Southern
Studies.With its combination of investigative

reporting, historical perspective, oral histo¬
ries, photography, and literature, the maga¬

zine has earned a national reputation. The

magazine has received several Project Cen¬
sored Awards; the Sidney Hillman Award for

courageous reporting on racial injustice; two
Alternative Press Awards for best regional

publication; aNationalMagazine Award; and
the John Hancock Insurance Company award
for economic reporting.

■ The Changing South
NO EASY JOURNEY

Vol. XXVII No. 2
Summer 1999
New immigrants,
especially Latinos, are
changing the face of
the South. Issue

investigates the anti¬
immigrant backlash,
and strategies for
change.

■ Southern Movements
CLEAN DREAM

Vol. XXI No. 4
Winter 1993
The principles and
strategy of the
Southern-based

movement for

environmental justice.
Great guide for
activists fighting toxic
pollution.

■ Investigations
TARGETING YOUTH

Vol. XXIII No. 3&4
Fall & Winter
1995
From child labor to

school tracking,
award-winning
reports on how the
South is failing its
children.

To order any of these back
issues of Southern Exposure,
send $5 for each issue to:

SOUTHERN
EXPOSURE
P.O. Box 531

Durham, NC 27702

* Ifyou order S or more, take $1
offthe price ofeach issue.

THE INSTITUTE FOR SOUTHERN

STUDIES is a nonprofit center working for

progressive change in the region. Since its

founding in 1970, the Institute has sponsored
research, education, and organizing programs
to (1) empower grassroots organizations and
communities with strong local leadership and
well-informed strategies, (2) provide the in¬
formation, ideas, and historical understanding
of Southern social struggles necessary for

long-term fundamental change, and (3) nour¬
ish communication, cooperation, and under¬

standing among diverse cultural groups.

THE INSTITUTE is supported by foundations
and individual members. Annualmembership
is $24 and includes a full yearofSouthernExpo¬
sure (four issues), periodic action alerts, and
discounts on Institute resources and publica¬
tions. Address all membership correspondence
to the Institute, P.O. Box 531, Durham, NC

27702,(919)419-8311 orfax (919) 419-8315 to

place credit card orders (MasterCard orVisa).

Cover photo by
Stuart Bowman/Courier-Journal
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